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OUR  iooi  DIARY. 

Some  people  wonder  why  the  C.  t£  D.  Publisher  will  not  guarantee 
insertion  of  advertisements  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,  1901,  if  received  after  November  3,  1900 — in  short,  why  we 
go  to  press  early  with  it. 

First  and  foremost,  because  a  diary  is  no  good  to  any  business 
man  if  he  does  not  get  it  until  January.  Before  he  is  done  with 
the  old  year  he  makes  his  memoranda  for  the  new  year  in  his 
business  diary. 

This  takes  us  to  the  second  reason — viz.,  that  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  has  (besides  its  big  home  connection)  some  thousands 
of  subscribers  abroad,  all  business  men,  good  buyers,  the  very 
people  that  advertisers  want  to  get  into  touch  with.  So  we 
have  to  get  the  copies  for  these  gentlemen  printed,  bound,  and 
despatched  to  places  abroad,  and  delivered,  in  order  that  these 
subscribers  may  get  them  in  time  for  their  New  Year  notes. 
Therefore  November  3,  1900,  is  the  latest  date  for  receiving 
advertisements  at  this  office,  and  on  December  21,  1900,  the  last 
of  the  Diary  consignments  abroad  will  reach  Melbourne  for 
delivery  up  country.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  adver- 
tisers should  send  in  their  instructions  and  copy  to  our  Publisher 
at  once. 


Summary 


Pears  pay  10  per  cent,  on  ordinaries  again  (p.  663). 

Some  Chinese  pharmaceutical  news  is  given  on  p.  657. 

Dr.  McW alter  says  there  is  no  Irish  squabble  (p.  668). 

Truth  has  more  to  eay  about  the  Espanola  Company  (p.  657). 

The  Winter  Session  is  now  in  full  vigour,  as  the  section 
beginning  p.  644  shows. 

The  Medicinal  Properties  of  cacodylic  acid  and  cacodylates 
are  graphically  described  in  an  article  on  p.  658. 

Dr.  James  Edmunds  suggests  a  method  for  estimating  chloro- 
form by  a  permanganate  oxidation  process  (p.  651). 

Sm  Henry  Acland,  M.D.,  died  on  Tuesday.  He  was  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  (p.  665). 

LrvE  Men  are  wanted  as  divisional  secretaries  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.    What  will  they  do  with  them  ?  (p.  668). 

Mr.  Harold  Smart,  a  Bulawayo  pharmacist,  has  given  us  some 
information  about  trade  in  Rhodesia,  which  will  be  found  on 
page  651. 

The  Second  Scientific  Session  of  the  Wellcome  Club  and 
Institute  was  opened  this  week  with  a  lecture  by  Dr.  F.  B.  Power, 
from  which  we  quote  on  p.  645. 

An  International  Congress  of  chemists'  assistants  has  been 
held  in  Paris  this  week.  Its  greatest  dignity  and  achievement 
seem  to  reside  in  the  title  (p.  665). 

Our  Special  Correspondent  in  Johannesburg  telegraphs  on 
the  condition  of  pharmacy  in  that  city  during  the  war,  and  on  the 
present  state  of  druggists'  supplies  (p.  643). 

At  Sheffield  on  Thursday  the  session  of  the  school  of  phar- 
macy was  opened  with  an  address  by  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  (p.  648). 

The  Aviary  is  shifted  to  another  page  this  week  (p.  666), 
because  there  are  so  many  birds  in  it,  the  death  of  the  modern 
cock-robin  being  pictorially  and  poetically  described. 

The  Names  of  those  who  passed  the  Major  and  Minor  exa- 
minations in  Edinburgh  this  month  are  printed  on  p.  652,  along 
with  an  account  of  the  Minor  by  one  of  the  successful  men. 

One  of  London's  historic  pharmacies,  that  of  Messrs.  Mors  on 
&  Son,  Southampton  Row,  has  been  closed.  We  give  a  picture 
of  it  on  p.  650  and  interesting  reminiscences  of  the  business. 

It  appears  from  a  case  heard  by  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  that 
an  insurance  company  becomes  liable  for  insurance  as  soon  as  it 
accepts  the  proposal  and  signs  the  policy,  although  the  premium 
has  not  been  paid  (p.  660). 

Mr.  Silson,  the  President  of  the  Bradford  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion, delivered  a  pithy  address  on  Tuesday  night,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  criticised  the  Minor  examination,  and  indicated  the  need 
for  a  lower  qualification  (p.  647). 

Our  Yokohama  Correspondent  sends  us  an  interesting  and 
intelligent  report  on  the  Japanese  drug  and  chemical  markets 
this  week.  He  states  that  the  shipments  of  iodine  to  Europe 
from  Japan  are  at  an  end  for  a  while  (p.  671). 

BIr.  Harold  Wyatt,  jun.,  has  been  elected  President  of  the 
Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  and  inaugurated  his  year  of 
office  with  several  useful  communications,  one  on  infusion  of 
senega  (plain  and  concentrated)  being  specially  seasonable 
(p.  644). 

Trade  has  been  fairly  brisk  in  Mincing  Lane  since  our  last 
report.  Quinine  is  a  turn  dearer ;  so  is  shellac.  Both  HGH 
peppermint  and  sweet-almond  oil  are  dearer ;  opium  is  firmer ; 
oil  of  star-anise  is  easier;  and  indigo  was  lower  in  auction. 
Ipecacuanha  and  benzoin  have  been  in  good  demand  (p.  671). 

Amongst  our  correspondence  are  letters  from  Mr.  G.  F. 
Merson  on  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  prosecutions,  Mr.  James 
Reid  (about  a  talk  he  has  had  with  Sir  Robert  Reid,  Q.C.,  regard- 
ing chemists'  titles),  Mr.  Broadhead  (about  Xrayser  and  the 
G.  (£•  D.),  and  one  or  two  warnings  in  respect  to  transactions  with 
chemists  which  need  close  investigation  (p.  667). 

The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  Cases  are  important 
and  lengthy  this  week.  At  Gateshead  the  magistrates  have  held 
that  the  sale  of  carbonate  of  magnesia  for  "magnesia"  is  not 
illegal,  and  at  Oxford  two  drug-store  assistants  have  been  fined 
for  selling  arsenical  sodium  phosphate  and  Gregory's  powder  con- 
taining carbonate  of  magnesia  (p  659).  In  this  connection  we 
discuss  retailers'  risks  on  p.  654, 
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jenalteb  mews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  man  Joseph  Dickinson,  charged  at  Derby  with 
embezzling  61.  10s.  belonging  to  Messrs.  Day,  Son  &  Hewitt, 
Dorset  Street,  W.,  has  been  sentenced  to  four  months'  imprison- 
ment. 

At  Nottingham  on  October  11,  a  navvy  named  Bache  was 
fined  20s.  or  fourteen  days'  imprisonment  for  stealing  a 
silver  cigarette-case,  value  25s.,  from  William  Henry  Smith, 
chemist. 

On  October  11,  Mr.  H.  S.  Clark,  chemist  and  veterinary 
surgeon,  Kirkton-Lindsey,  slipped  on  the  pavement  near  his 
house,  and  in  the  fall  one  of  his  legs  was  broken 
immediately  above  the  knee. 

Mr.  Holbrook  Gaskell  (Gaskell,  Deacon  &  Co.,  chemical- 
manufacturers,  Widnes)  has  given  1,000Z.  towards  the 
building  and  equipment  of  a  new  physics  laboratory  in  con- 
nection with  Liverpool  University  College. 

A  bullock  in  prime  condition  entered  the  establishment  of 
the  Co-operative  Drug  Company  in  Cornwall  Street,  Ply- 
mouth, on  October  10,  but  was  removed  without  causing  any 
damage.  This  is  the  second  bullock  which  has  visited  this 
drug-store. 

Derby  Town  Council  has  appointed  a  lady  sanitary  in- 
spector (at  25*.  a  week),  part  of  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  teach 
young  married  women  how  to  properly  rear  children,  and 
by  this  means,  it  is  hoped,  check  the  great  infantile  mortality 
in  the  borough. 

At  Marylebone  on  October  15,  Edward  Frederick  Rouse,  a 
ledger  clerk,  was  sentenced  to  six  months'  hard  labour  for 
embezzling  sums  of  money,  amounting  in  all  to  over  12,000Z., 
belonging  to  his  employers,  Messrs.  Grimble  &  Co.  (Limited), 
vinegar  makers,  Cumberland  market,  Regent's  Park. 

Warrington  Rural  District  Council  has  granted  the  United 
Alkali  Company  a  licence  to  store  50  tons  of  light  oils  and 
carbide  of  calcium  at  their  works  at  Cuerdley  instead  of 
only  5  tons  as  formerly.  It  was  stated  that  the  company 
manufactured  from  6  to  8  tons  of  carbide  per  week. 

On  Thursday,  October  11,  Mr.  Frederick  Davis  took  the 
students  of  the  Imperial  College  of  Chemistry  through  the 
import  warehouses  of  the  London  Docks,  where  stocks  of 
spices,  waxes,  sennas,  and  other  drugs  are  stored.  In  the 
evening  they  varied  this  with  a  visit  to  Maskelyne  &  Cooke's 

At  Shrewsbury  on  October  15,  John  Howes  (56),  chemist, 
pleaded  guilty  to  breaking  into  the  house  of  Henry  Sharp 
and  stealing  a  walking-stick  and  umbrella.  Mr.  Sharp,  who 
said  he  had  known  the  prisoner  a  long  time,  asked  that 
he  be  treated  leniently.  Howes  was  bound  over  to  appear 
when  called  upon. 

Mr.  Thomas  Fairley,  Leeds  city  analyst,  has  reported  that 
during  the  quarter  ending  September  30  nineteen  samples  of 
magnesia  analysed  by  him  were  adulterated  with  basic 
carbonate  of  magnesium,  the  adulteration  varying  from 
10  per  cent,  to  100  per  cent.,  no  fewer  than  eleven  samples 
being  entirely  of  magnesium  carbonate. 

The  "  Expensive  Medicines  "  Trouble. 

Bolton  Board  of  Guardians  on  October  10  again  con- 
sidered the  Local  Government  Board's  recommendation  that 
the  Guardians  should  themselves  purchase  expensive  drugs 
and  medicines  for  the  outdoor  sick  poor,  instead  of  the 
medical  officer  supplying  them  out  of  his  salary,  but  no 
action  was  taken. 

At  a  recent  meeting  the  Northallerton  Board  of  Guardians 
decided  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  that  all  expensive  drugs  and  medicines  should  be 
purchased  for  chemists  by  the  Guardians  instead  of  being 
supplied  by  the  medical  officer.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  on  October  10  it  was  moved  that  that  decision  be 
rescinded  on  the  ground  that  it  gave  the  medical  officer 


power  to  use  what  expensive  drugs  he  liked,  and  that  it 
would  lead  to  increased  expenditure.  The  Clerk  pointed  out 
that  the  L.G.B.  recommended  the  course  the  Board  had 
adopted  to  ensure  that  the  best  medicine  was  always  given, 
but  the  motion  to  rescind  was  carried,  only  one  member 
voting  against  it. 

A  Cheque  Charge. 

At  Marylebone  on  October  12,  Clarence  Herbert  Reid  (16) 
and  Frederick  Vincent  Porritt  were  charged  on  remand, 
before  Mr.  Curtis  Bennett,  with  forging  and  uttering  a 
cheque  for  761.  13s.  4d.  The  evidence  showed  that  Mrs. 
Margaret  Taylor,  manufacturer  of  Cimolite,  had,  as  her 
manager  at  12  Baker  Street,  a  man  named  Porritt,  and  he 
engaged  his  brother,  the  prisoner  of  that  name,  for  about 
three  weeks  in  August  to  assist  him  temporarily  in  the  busi- 
ness. Among  the  customers  were  Messrs.  John  Sanger  Sc 
Sons,  druggists,  of  Winsley  Street,  Oxford  Street,  who  paid 
their  account  monthly.  At  the  end  of  September  Mr.  Ernest 
Sanger  posted  a  cheque  for  761.  13s.  Qd.  to  Mrs.  Taylor.  The 
next  morning  a  postman,  who  knew  the  prisoner  Porritt  as 
being  employed  at  Mrs.  Taylor's,  was  approaching  the 
house  in  Baker  Street  with  letters,  when  Porritt  went  up  to 
him  and  inquired  if  he  had  any  letters  for  Mrs.  Taylor.  He 
replied  that  he  had,  and,  believing  that  he  was  still  in  her 
employ,  he  handed  him  four  or  five  letters.  The  letters  were 
opened  by  the  prisoners,  and  were  found  to  contain  two 
cheques — the  one  referred  to  and  another  for  31.  odd.  The 
prisoners  shared  a  room  at  the  house  of  Joseph  Billmeier,  a 
trussmaker,  of  William  Street,  Manchester  Square,  and  they 
took  the  smaller  cheque  to  him  and  asked  him  to  cash  it. 
Reid  represented  that  it  was  his  allowance.  Subsequently 
Porritt  asked  him  to  also  cash  the  other  cheque.  He  pro- 
mised to  pass  it  through  his  bank  for  them,  and  he  did  so. 
Two  days  afterwards  he  went  to  the  bank,  and,  as  the 
cheque  had  been  cleared,  he  handed  over  the  amount  of  the 
two  cheques,  80Z.  odd,  to  the  prisoners.  On  the  same  day  a 
clerk  from  the  London  and  Westminster  Bank  called  about 
the  cheques,  and,  in  consequence  of  what  he  stated,  Mr. 
Billmeier  told  the  prisoners  that  they  would  have  to  go  with 
him  to  the  bank.  They  promised  to  do  so,  but  Reid  rode  off 
on  his  bicycle  and  was  not  seen  again  until  his  arrest. 
Porritt  begged  to  be  excused  for  ten  minutes,  and,  of  course, 
never  returned.    The  prisoners  were  committed  for  trial. 

Fires. 

On  October  16  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  shop  of  the  Mayor 
of  Bridgnorth  (Councillor  Steward,  chemist,  High-street) 
doing  considerable  damage.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Cocking, 
the  assistant,  was  preparing  some  ointment  on  a  gas-stove, 
when  it  caught  fire.  The  prompt  arrival  of  the  fire-brigade 
prevented  the  fire  reaching  the  residential  portion  of  the 
building,  but  the  outbreak  caused  considerable  excitement 
in  the  town. 

On  October  11,  fire  was  discovered  to  have  broken  out  on 
the  premises  of  Messrs.  John  Ismay  &  Sons,  wholesale 
druggists  and  oil-merchants,  Groat  Market,  Newcastle.  The 
whole  of  the  employes,  with  the  exception  of  a  clerk  and 
warehouseman,  had  ceased  work  for  the  day,  and  had  left  the 
establishment.  The  outbreak  was  discovered  in  the  rear  part 
of  the  building,  and  the  fire-brigade  immediately  summoned, 
the  engines  arriving  on  the  scene  soon  after  the  alarm. 
Five  lines  of  hose  were  requisitioned,  and  soon  the  flames, 
which  had  by  this  time  broken  through  the  rear  windows, 
were  well  in  hand.  Occurring,  as  it  did,  just  as  business 
premises  were  closing,  what  might  otherwise  had  been  a 
disastrous  conflagration  was  averted,  the  warehouse  being  in 
a  confined  part  of  the  town  and  surrounded  by  other 
buildings  of  the  same  class.  The  outbreak  is  supposed  to 
have  occurred  in  a  room  used  as  a  laboratory,  and  was 
confined  to  the  rear  of  the  second  storey.  The  contents  of 
this  room  and  of  an  adjoining  one  were  practically  destroyed, 
also  part  of  the  roof,  the  damage  being  estimated  at  several 
hundreds  of  pounds. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

The  note  in  the  C.  $>  D.  last  week  regarding  thepopularity 
of  strychnine  as  a  remedy,  reminds  me  whilst  visiting  a 
friend  a  lad  came  into  the  house  and  said,  "  Mother,  I  want 
my  Easton's,"  and  he  got  the  small  dose  which  he  has  been 
in  the  habit  of  getting  three  times  a  day. 
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Professor  Percy  F.  Frankland  on  October  6  fell  foul  of 
the  village  policeman,  who  was  taking  a  boy,  aged  13,  into 
custody  by  handcuff  process  for  stealing  apples  as  big  as 
crabs.  The  professor  was  bound  over  in  the  sum  of  2,01.  to 
keep  the  peace  for  six  months,  and  pay  the  costs  !  When  it 
is  explained  that  this  happened  before  the  King's  Heath 
Bench  of  Magistrates  it  will  be  understood  that  there  is  some 
excuse  for  the  utter  absurdity  of  the  decision. 

As  evidence  of  the  precarious  nature  of  the  Minor 
examination,  it  is  recorded  that  a  student  presented  himself 
for  the  ordeal  and  failed  the  first  day.  After  careful  pre- 
paration, for  which  proof  is  easily  forthcoming,  he  presented 
himself  again  and  "  went  all  through  the  rooms,"  but  failed 
on  the  aggregate.  A  further  dose  of  knowledge  was 
taken  as  carefully  in  anticipation  of  presentation  No.  3, 
when  singularly  enough  failure  occurred  on  the  first  day. 
Another  from  this  town  goes  through  the  rooms  every  time 
and  fails  on  the  aggregate.  Where  is  the  justice  of  the 
method  1 

A  bill-distributor  employed  by  Charles  Warwick  Gunn, 
described  as  a  chemist,  was  fined  heavily  for  unlawfully 
giving  away  bills  relating  to  appliances  connected  with  sexual 
intercourse.  Happily  the  energetic  local  secretary,  Mr. 
Charles  Thompson,  complained  that  Mr.  Gunn  is  not  a 
registered  chemist  and  druggist.  [We  have  received  a  copy 
of  the  "  Revised  Price-list "  issued  by  the  "  Midland  Medical 
Institute "  from  the  Chief  Constable  of  Birmingham,  who 
also  informs  us  that  the  prosecution  was  taken,  not  under 
the  Indecent  Advertisements  Act,  but  under  the  Birming- 
ham Consolidation  Act  of  1883.] 

Dr.  Alfred  Hill,  the  city  analyst,  was  on  October  12  the 
chief  witness  for  the  prosecution  in  a  case  in  which  a 
Bordesley  Street  grocer  named  Thomas  Parks  was  summoned 
at  the  police  court  for  selling  baking-powder  containing 
25  per  cent,  of  alum.  Dr.  Hill  told  the  Court  that  alum 
was  decidedly  injurious,  as  it  acted  as  a  powerful  astringent. 
It  coagulated  the  albumen  on  the  tissues  of  the  stomach, 
and  decreased  the  circulation  of  the  blood.  The  use  of  it  in 
baking-powder  was  universally  condemned  by  members  of 
the  medical  profession.  Manufacturers  employed  it  because 
it  was  cheaper  than  tartaric  acid.  The  defendant  was  fined 
10s.  and  costs. 

Our  local  weekly  paper  has  a  prescribing  column,  and  the 
following  is  one  of  its  remedies  : — 

Tincture  of  belladonna    £  oz. 

Bromide  of  soda      ...       ...       ...  j  oz. 

Sulphate  of  soda                         ...  2  oz. 

Water  to    12  oz. 

Take  half  a  wineglassful  at  bedtime. 

A  stiff  dose  of  the  first  ingredient  under  the  1898  regimen 
For  dandruff,  the  same  paper  recommends  the  yolk  of  one 
egg,  1  pint  of  warm  rain-water,  and  1  oz.  of  spirit  of  rose- 
mary. Mix  thoroughly,  use  while  warm,  rubbing  it  well 
into  the  scalp.  The  use  of  borax,  it  thinks,  causes  the  hair 
to  become  dry. 

Contracts. 

A  further  list  of  contracts  interesting  to  pharmacists 
which  have  been  settled  recently  is  as  follows : — 

Bedford  Board  of  Guardians. — Messrs.  Anthony  &  Son, 
chemists  and  druggists,  Bedford,  for  drugs  and  medicines. 

Boston  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  S.  J.  Hurst,  Market 
Place,  for  quinine  at  2*.  2\d.  per  oz. 

Brighton  Union. — Messrs.  Collings  &  Aldrich  :  Powdered 
and  lump  borax,  2\d.  per  lb. ;  saltpetre,  27s.  6d.  per  cwt. ; 
stick  sulphur,  10s.  per  cwt. 

Bristol  Union  Messrs.  Harris  &  Sons,  Bristol :  Linseed 

oil,  2s.  9d.  per  gal. ;  methylated  spirit,  6d.  per  pint ;  recti- 
fied naphtha,  3s.  per  gal. ;  spirits  of  salt,  Id.  per  lb. ; 
American  spirit  of  turpentine,  2s.  <\d.  per  gal. ;  borax, 
2d.  per  lb. ;  brimstone,  1^.  per  lb. ;  carbolic  acid,  Is.  2d.  per 
gal. ;  carbolic  soap,  16s.  6d.  per  cwt. ;  curd  soap,  3d.  per  lb. 
carbolate  of  lime  (15  per  cent.),  4s.  6d.  per  cwt.;  chloride  of 
lime,  9s.  per  cwt. ;  Condy's  fluid,  4s.  3d.  per  gal. ;  McDougall's 
disinfecting-powder,  9s.  6d.  per  cwt. ;  Sanitas  ditto,  9s.  ; 
Calvert's  ditto,  8s.  Gd. ;  Izal  ditto,  7s. ;  Calvert's  and 
McDougall's  disinfecting-fluid,  2s.  Gd.  per  cwt.    Jeyes'  ditto, 


3s.  lid.  ;  Izal  ditto,  4s.  9d. ;  Fly  Cemeteries,  4.?.  9d.  per  gross  ; 
fullers'  earth,  Id.  per  lb. ;  "  Nota  Bene "  marking-ink, 
4s.  9d.  per  doz.  ;  saltpetre,  3d.  per  lb. ;  Sanitas  soap,  27s.  Gd. 
per  cwt. ;  soft  soap,  13s.  lid.  per  cwt. 

Holborn. — At  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  on  Wednes- 
day, October  17,  it  was  decided,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Geo. 
Eade,  chairman  of  the  Dispensary  Committee,  to  accept  the 
offer  of  Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.,  to  reduce  the  price 
from  4s.  3d  and  2s.  per  doz.  respectively,  to  3»,  Qd.  and 
Is.  3d.  per  doz.  respectively,  less  12 J  per  cent,  discount,  in 
their  charge  for  2|-inch  and  l§-inch  bleached  ambulance- 
bandages,  supplied  to  the  Mitcham  schools  of  the  Union. 

London  County  Council. — Swansea  Copperas  Company 
2,000  tons  for  Crossness  at  21s.  10^.  per  ton,  and  5,300  tons 
for  Barking  at  23s.  per  ton,  for  proto  sulphate  of  iron  for 
precipitation  at  the  Barking  and  Crossness  Outfall-works, 
Mr.  Andris-Gochens,  for  22,800  tons  of  lime  at  the  Barking 
and  Crossness  works  at  16s.  9d.  per  ton,  the  lime  to  contain 
95  per  cent.  CaO,  a  deduction  to  be  made  for  any  deficiency 
from  this  standard.  The  following  tenders  were  received 
for  the  supply  and  delivery  of  25  tons  of  caustic  soda  for 
softening  and  purifying  the  water  used  in  the  boilers  at 
Abbey  Mills  pumping-station : — Messrs.  Luke  &  Bailey, 
111.  7s.  Gd.  per  ton;  Messrs.  C.  Tennant,  Sons  &  Co, 
111.  12s.  Gd. ;  and  Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  (Limited), 
Mi.  13s.    The  lowest  tender  was  accepted. 

Masonic. 

At  Salem  Lodge,  Dawlish,  Brother  Frank  Rowe,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Starcross,  was  on  October  15  installed  as 
W.M.  for  the  ensuing  year  by  Brother  F.  C.  Hallet,  P.P.G.S.D., 
assisted  by  Brother  D.  C.  Powell,  P.M.,  P.P.G.A.D.C.  The 
W.M.  then  invested  his  officers.  The  banquet  was  after- 
wards held  at  the  Royal  Albert,  when  a  most  pleasant  evening 
was  spent. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  Masonic  functions  in  the 
metropolis  this  year  was  the  meeting  of  the  Alfred  Newton 
Lodge,  No.  2,686,  in  the  Mansion  House  on  Saturday  evening, 
October  13.  This  is  the  first  occasion,  we  believe,  that  a 
lodge  has  been  held  in  the  historic  building,  and  of  the 
three  initiates,  two  were  connected  with  the  drug-trade — 
viz.,  Mr.  R.  J.  Reuter,  of  No.  4711  Eau-de-Cologne  fame,  and 
Mr.  A.  B.  V.  Taffs,  a  well-known  druggists'  sundriesman. 
The  lodge  was  held  in  the  ball-room  with  Mr.  H.  K.  Newton, 
W.M.,  and  Mr.  T.  G.  Heighington,  J.D.,  manager  of  Harrod's 
Stores  drug-department,  did  the  duties  of  his  office  in  a 
most  efficient  manner.  After  the  lodge  came  the  banquet  in 
the  Egyptian  Hall,  amongst  those  present  being  W.  Bro.  the 
Lord  Mayor,  P.G.D. ;  V.W.  Bro.  Alderman  and  Sheriff 
Vaughan  Morgan,  P.G.Treasurer  ;  V.W.  Bro.  Colonel  Clifford 
Probyn.P.G.T.;  W.  Bro.  R  Clay  Sudlow,  P.G.St.B.  ;  W.  Bro.  C. 
Martin,  P.A.G.D.C. ;  W.  Bro.  Dr.  Lennox  Browne,  P.D.G.D.C., 
and  the  initiates.  Bro.  T.  G.  Heighington,  J.D.,  presided 
at  one  of  the  spur  tables.  About  210  were  present,  nearly 
sixty  being  from  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Not  the  "  Begulation  "  Bottle. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  St.  Albans  on  October  10  on  the  body 
of  a  man  named  Dean,  it  transpired  that  a  daughter  of 
deceased  (who  was  suffering  from  organic  disease  of  the 
heart)  gave  him  a  tablespoonful  of  l-in-40  carbolic  lotion  in 
mistake  for  medicine.  Deceased  took  an  emetic  of  salt  and 
water,  but  died  the  same  night.  Dr.  Wells,  who  supplied 
the  lotion  for  Mrs.  Dean's  leg,  said  he  did  not  think  a 
tablespoonful  would  be  sufficient  to  cause  death,  but  he 
thought  it  quite  possible  that  the  shock  of  deceased  knowing 
that  he  had  taken  the  lotion,  and  the  vomiting  caused  by  the 
emetic,  would  accelerate  death.  A  juror  inquired  whether 
it  was  not  usual  for  doctors  to  put  poisons  in  coloured 
bottles.  Dr.  Wells  said  it  was  not,  and  pointed  out  that  the 
lotion-bottle  had  upon  it  "  the  regulation  poison-label " 
(which,  by  the  way,  the  woman  who  administered  the  lotion 
could  not  read).  The  Coroner  (Dr.  Lovell  Drage)  considered 
the  bottle  sufficiently  marked,  but  the  jury  in  giving  their 
verdict  expressed  the  opinion  that  all  poisons  should  be  sent 
out  in  coloured  octagon-shaped  bottles. 

Carbolic-absorption. 

An  inquiry  into  the  death  of  a  labourer  named  Fazey  at  a 
farm  near  Bridgnorth  on  October  11,  elicited  the  fact  that 
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deceased  was  sent  by  bis  master  to  Bridgnorth  for  some 
carbolic  acid.  On  the  way  home  he  rode  on  a  horse,  and  the 
carbolic  acid  escaped  from  the  bottle  and  ran  down  his  leg. 
He  was  conveyed  home,  and  died  immediately  after  he  was 
taken  into  the  house.  The  flesh  of  the  right  leg  was  found 
to  be  burned  from  the  hip  to  the  knee,  and  Dr.  Khodes, 
who  was  called  in,  said  death  was  due  to  carbolic-acid 
poisoning  by  absorption.  A  verdict  accordingly  was  re- 
turned. 

Poisonings  of  the  Week. 

Eleven  of  the  fourteen  fatal  poisoning-cases  reported  this 
week  were  due  to  scheduled  poisons,  four,  curiously  enough, 
being  caused  by  prussic  acid.  In  the  majority  of  these 
cases  it  seems  inexplicable  that  the  suicides  could  have 
obtained  this  dangerous  poison,  as  they  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  in  any  way  connected  with  either  medicine  or 
pharmacy.  "  Death  under  chloroform  "  is  reported  in  two 
instances  ;  opium  killed  two,  morphia  one,  and  carbolic  acid 
two.  A  Bolton  doctor  took  a  dose  of  opium  as  a  sleeping- 
draught,  to  the  effects  of  which  he  succumbed.  Two  local 
doctors  who  gave  evidence  said  medical  men  "  when  using 
poisons  for  themselves  generally  measured  with  their  mouths," 
thus  excusing  the  carelessness  of  their  dead  colleague.  The 
unscheduled  poisons  were  saltpetre,  spirit  of  salt,  and  methyl- 
ated spirit.  The  first  and  the  third  of  these  are  unusual, 
but,  as  it  happens,  a  case  of  attempted  suicide  with  saltpetre 
is  also  reported  from  Sussex. 


Examination-results. 

Pharmaceutical  Assistants'  Examination. — J.  Marks  passed. 
Two  candidates  were  rejected. 

Registered  Druggists'  Examination. — C.  L.  Boyd,  iG.  A. 
Elliott,  A.  Farquhar,  G.  W.  Kerr,  D.  F.  Rice,  W.  Stewart, 
D.  A.  Taylor,  and  J.  C.  Weir  passed.    Three  were  rejected. 

Pharmaceutical  Licence  Examination. — W.  H.  Gordon, 
Jane  Bell,  G.  Enright,  P.  Liston,  C.  Newton,  S.  Bell, 
J.  McBirney  passed.    Eight  were  rejected. 

The  Eegistered  Druggists'  Examination. 

There  has  been  some  grumbling  at  Belfast  in  regard  to 
the  recent  registered  druggist  examination.  There  were 
eleven  candidates,  which  was  one  under  the  regulation 
number,  and  each  candidate  was  asked  to  pay  the  usual  small 
extra  fee.  It  is  contended  that  as  the  Society  incurs  no 
extra  expense,  the  examiners  residing  in  Belfast,  they  might 
waive  the  extra  fee. 

An  Irish  Bull. 

The  Irish  Times  last  week  contained  an  advertisement  of 
a  chemists'  assistant  wanting  a  situation.  He  described 
himself  as  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  "  unqualified." 

Sale  of  Methylated  Spirit. 

At  an  inquest  at  Derry  on  October  15  on  the  body  of  a 
prisoner  who  had  hanged  himself,  a  juror  asked  if  drinking 
methylated  spirit  would  cause  deceased  to  take  his  life.  A 
medical  witness  said  it  would  depend  on  the  quantity  taken  ; 
it  was  a  very  impure  and  injurious  form  of  alcohol.  Another 
medical  man  said  the  spirit  was  so  vile  that  it  was  hardly 
conceivable  how  anyone  could  drink  it.  The  Coroner  said 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  sale  of  the  spirit. 

The  Limerick  Dispenser. 

The  Local  Government  Board  now  inform  the  Guardians 
of  the  Limerick  Union  that  they  would  sanction  temporarily 
the  payment  to  Mr.  McMahon  of  11.  18s.  6d.  weekly.  The 
Guardians  see  no  reason  to  alter  the  arrangements  they  have 
made,  and  have  told  the  L.G.B.  so. 


Scotch  1Rew0. 


Personal. 

Mr.  David  McLaren,  chemist  and  druggist,  Edinburgh, 
has  (to  the  regret  of  his  colleagues)  resigned  his  position 
as  a  member  of  the  Edinburgh  Parish  Council  and  the 
Lunacy  Board. 


Among  the  inventories  of  estates  of  deceased  persons  in 
Midlothian  just  published  are  : — David  Steel,  retired  chemist, 
19  Napier  Road,  Edinburgh,  40,264Z.  ;  William  Burley, 
chemist,  35  George  Street,  Edinburgh,  5.837Z.  ;  Alex. 
McCullagh  (J.  &  G.  Cox,  Limited),  Gorgie,  2.072Z.;  Sir  A. 
Douglas  Maclagan,  Edinburgh,  8,114Z. 

Mr.  T.  Maben,  Glasgow,  was  las.t  week  presented  by  the 
students  of  the  West  of  Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy  with 
a  silver  purse  of  sovereigns.  Mr.  Angus  MacDonald  gave 
expression  to  the  feelings  of  gratitude  of  the  students 
towards  Mr.  Maben,  and  their  best  wishes  for  the  future. 
Mr.  Maben,  in  thanking  the  students  for  their  hand- 
some gift,  said  he  had  enjoyed  the  work  at  the  College 
very  much,  and  it  was  a  great  satisfaction  to  him  that  his 
services  had  been  appreciated  by  the  students.  He  had  been 
offered,  and  had  accepted,  the  post  of  representative  for  the 
Glasgow  district  of  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit,  and 
he  hoped  he  would  occasionally  meet  them  by-and-by  in 
another  capacity. 

Mr.  G.  S.  E.  Radford,  who  is  leaving  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Edinburgh,  in 
whose  employment  he  has  been  for  the  past  thirty-three 
years,  was,  on  October  13,  presented  by  the  members  of 
Messrs.  Raimes's  staff  with  a  pair  of  handsome  Marley 
ornaments  and  a  framed  illuminated  address.  On  the 
evening  of  the  same  day  Mr.  Radford  was  entertained  to 
supper  in  the  Peacock  Hotel,  Newhaven,  Mr.  Davies  (of 
Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.)  presiding.  The  Chairman,  in  pro- 
posing "  Our  Guest,"  referred  in  highly  eulogistic  terms  to 
Mr.  Radford's  services  to  the  firm,  and  their  regret  at  parting 
with  him.  Mr.  Radford  having  replied  and  various  other 
toasts  being  disposed  of,  the  chair  was  taken  by  Dr.  Coull, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  evening  was  happily  spent  in  song 
and  sentiment. 

A  Fatal  Mistake. 

At  Whiffiet,  on  October  11,  an  old  woman  of  76,  named 
McMillan,  took  a  quantity  of  saltpetre  in  mistake  for  cream 
of  tartar,  and,  though  an  emetic  was  administered,  she  died 
before  medical  assistance  arrived. 

Where  did  he  Get  it  ? 

At  Dundee  on  October  10,  a  tenter  named  Andrew  Wilson 
drank  something  from  a  cup,  and  died  soon  after.  A  bottle 
labelled  "prussic  acid"  was  found  in  an  open  drawer  in 
deceased's  house,  and  it  is  supposed  that  this  is  what  he  had 
taken. 

The  Arbroath  Association. 

A  correspondent  writes  that  the  cause  of  the  death  of  the 
Arbroath  Chemists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices'  Association 
was  not  "  infanticide  "  (6'.  <f-Z>.,  October  13,  1900,  page  605), 
but  rather  "  parental  desertion  " — the  chemist  who  fathered 
and  nursed  the  Association  having  deserted  it.  The  explana- 
tion may  perhaps  be  found  on  page  612  of  the  same  issue. 

Looking  after  the  Chemists. 

The  policeman  is  becoming  quite  a  regular  caller  on 
chemists  in  Dundee,  writes  a  correspondent.  The  other 
Sunday  one  called  to  ask  what  hours  the  shop  was  open  on 
Sundays,  and  what  was  the  nationality  of  the  proprietor  ? 
The  latter  question  was  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  the 
number  of  Italians  who  keep  open  shop  on  Sundays,  not  as 
chemists,  but  as  ice-cream  vendors.  Now  the  police  want 
to  know  who  sells  carbolic  acid. 

Examination  Results. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  North  British 
Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  the  results  of  the 
examinations  did  not  appear  in  the  local  papers  the  day  after 
the  examinations  closed.  It  transpires  that  this  is  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  Assistant  Secretary  has  received  instructions 
from  Bloomsbury  Square  to  communicate  the  results  of  the 
examinations  to  the  Registrar  in  the  first  instance,  and  to 
leave  publication  in  his  hands.  The  practice  of  communi- 
cating the  results  to  the  papers  originated  in  the  late  Mr. 
John  Mackay's  time,  and  has  continued  uninterrupted  since. 
Why  it  should  stop  now  is  "  one  of  those  things  no  fellah  can 
I  understand." 
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To  Encourage  Scientific  Eeseaech  in  medical  plants, 
the  Haarlem  Academy  of  Sciences  has  instituted  a  prize 
competition  for  the  best  anatomical  examination  of  at  least 
ten  of  the  least-known  medical  plants,  or  parts  thereof, 
growing  either  in  the  East  or  West  Indies. 

A  Lady  Demonstrator. — The  Women's  Medical  College 
of  Philadelphia  has  appointed  Miss  Mae  Harders  to  be 
demonstrator  of  pharmacy.  Miss  Harders  is  unique  in 
perhaps  being  the  first  woman  to  occupy  such  a  position 
in  any  medical  or  pharmaceutical  institution  in  the  United 
States. 

Sponge-pishing  in  Venezuela.  —  The  Venezuelan 
Government  has  granted  to  Sebastian  Cipriani,  for  a  period 
of  twenty-five  years,  the  exclusive  right  of  fishing  for 
sponges,  tortoise-shell,  pearls,  and  sea-products  (excepting 
fish)  on  the  maritime  zone  comprised  between  Costa  Firme 
and  the  island  of  Margarita.  The  lessee  will  give  the 
Government  10  per  cent,  of  the  net  profits. 

Trifling  with  the  Drug-clerk's  Affections. — Mr. 
Henry  Erickson,  a  drug-clerk  at  Race  Lake,  Wisconsin, 
contemplates  suing  Mrs.  Semilia  Allen  for  alleged  breach 
of  promise  of  marriage.  He  will  at  the  same  time  bring 
action  against  Mr.  Allen,  whom  he  charges  with  alienating 
the  affections  of  his  sweetheart,  Miss  Semilia  Anderson  that 
was,  but  now  Mrs.  Allen.  Mr.  Allen  is  wealthy  and  40,  and 
his  bride  is  but  19. 

Norwegian  Notes. — Apotheker  Henrik  Hansen,  of 
Christiania,  has  left  his  valuable  collection  of  ancient  and 
modern  pharmaceutical  apparatus  to  the  projected  High 
School  of  Pharmacy.  At  present  they  are  on  exhibition 
in  the  rooms  of  the  Norwegian  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Several  Norwegian  members  of  Parliament  desire  to  pro- 
hibit doctors  from  writing  their  prescriptions  in  Latin. 
The  pharmacists  wish  to  increase  the  necessary  preparatory 
schooling  of  the  apprentices,  and  their  latest  proposition  is 
to  do  away  with  the  present  personal-concession  system,  and 
introduce  freedom  in  opening  a  business,  but  to  raise  the 
standard  of  education,  preliminary  as  well  as  pharma- 
ceutical. A  petition  to  that  effect  presented  to  the  Storthing 
has  been  passed  on  to  the  Government  for  consideration. 

The  Unqualified  Assistant.— At  Washington,  D.C., 
on  September  28,  Albert  N.  Conner,  druggist,  was  fined  $100 
and  costs,  the  highest  punishment  that  could  be  imposed 
under  the  pharmacy  law  of  the  district,  for  employing  an 
unregistered  assistant,  through  whose  mistake  a  girl  was 
poisoned.  The  defendant  employed  two  assistants  (both 
unregistered),  and  while  absent  from  the  city  a  prescription 
was  sent  in  for  a  mixture  which  contained,  amongst  other 
things,  about  5|g  gr.  of  atropine.  Cohen,  one  of  the 
assistants,  stated  that  he  was  neither  registered  nor  had  he 
matriculated  at  any  college  of  pharmacy.  The  prescription 
was  written  in  the  French  metric  system,  which  neither 
Cohen  nor  the  other  assistant  knew  anything  about.  Their 
ignorance  was  responsible  for  a  miscalculation  when  they 
undertook  to  reduce  the  quantities  to  apothecaries'  weight, 
and  after  having  taken  one  dose  of  the  medicine  the  patient 
showed  symptoms  of  poisoning,  and  died  in  a  few  hours. 

Bosnian  Pharmacy. — The  Government  of  Bosnia  and 
Herzegovina  has  evolved  a  Pharmacy  Law  of  fifty-eight 
paragraphs,  which  will  be  laid  before  an  cnquete  of  pharma- 
cists to  be  held  in  Sarajewo  on  November  13.  With  few 
alterations,  !it  is  the  same  as  is  in  force  in  Austria.  A 
doctor  is  allowed  to  have  a  dispensary  if  living  farther 
than  5  kilometres  from  the  nearest  pharmacy  where  he 
must  buy  his  stock,  being  allowed  25  per  cent,  off  the 
Government  sale-price  for  prescriptions  and  drugs.  Pharma- 
cists living  more  than  35  kilometres  from  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  frontier  are  allowed  an  increase  of  10  per  cent, 
on  the  tax.  On  everything  sold  between  10  p.m.  and  6  A.M. 
2,d.  more  can  be  demanded.  All  assistants  under  30  years  of 
age  must  be  members  of  a  professional  pension-fund. 
Apprentices  are  not  to  work  more  than  eight  hours  a  day,  or 
fifty-two  hours  a  week.  The  following  passage  is  worth 
noting  : — "  It  is  in  the  interest  of  the  profession  that  there 
be  loyal  concurrence  between  pharmacists,  which  should 
extend  to  a  better  serving  of  the  public  and  care  in  the 
procuring  of  faultless  drugs." 


South  Hfdcan  IRem 

(From  our  Cape  Town  Correspondent.) 


Re-opening  of  the  Rand. 
(Cablegram  from  our  Cape  Correspondent.) 
Cape  Town,  October  17,  8.38  p.m. — I  have  received  a 
telegram  from  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  special  corre- 
spondent in  Johannesburg  stating  that  during  the  campaign 
eleven  out  of  the  fifty-four  drug-stores  remained  open.  Since 
the  British  occupation  other  chemists  have  opened.  During 
the  war  the  Boer  Government  commandeered  very  freely 
supplies  of  bromides,  iodides,  salicylic  acid  and  salicylates, 
lints,  bandages,  and  other  surgical  dressings.  These  are 
now  necessarily  scarce,  as  are  also  the  stocks  of  proprietary 
articles,  especially  English  patents.  The  stocks  of  dispensing 
medicines  have  been  well  maintained,  and  are  still  excellent. 
There  is  little  sickness  in  Johannesburg  at  present.  The 
importation  of  medicines  into  the  Transvaal  has  now  been 
sanctioned,  and  tons  have  arrived  in  Johannesburg.  From 
another  source  I  learn  that  during  the  campaign  there  was 
much  wilful  damage  of  the  drug-stores. 

Decamted. — An  O'Okiep  telegram  dated  September  20 
states  that  a  dentist  there  trading  as  The  American  Dental 
Company,  of  Cape  Town,  has  decamped  because  it  is 
said,  he  was  practising  without  a  licence,  and  was  wanted 
by  the  police.  The  company  in  question  also  owns  a 
practice  at  Port  Nolloth,  the  manager  of  which  has  been 
arrested  for  not  holding  a  licence,  and  is  now  under  remand. 

Consular  Activity. — U.S.  Consul,  J.  G.  Stowe,  of  Cape 
Town,  recently  returned  from  a  trip  through  the  Orange 
River  Colony  and  the  Transvaal,  so  that  he  is  eager  to  give 
his  countrymen  the  benefit  of  his  experience.  At  Johannes- 
burg and  Pretoria  he  found  all  the  banks  open,  but,  of  course, 
not  doing  much  business.  The  stores  were  largely  barricaded , 
and  the  city  looked  desolate.  This  was  at  the  end  of  August, 
so  that  now  the  commercial  aspect  will  have  materially 
improved.  The  Consul  says  :  "  We  do  not  want  exhibitions 
of  American  products,  or  elaborate  catalogues  or  price-lists  ; 
we  want  '  hustlers,'  such  as  the  United  States  produces — men 
to  come  and  study  the  market,  ascertain  its  needs  and 
wants,  and  bring  samples  with  them."  Truly  said,  Mr. 
Consul,  and  we  hope  your  remarks  will  be  taken  to  heart  by 
the  British  exporter  of  drugs  and  chemicals,  so  that  with  the 
new  era  he  will  get  his  fair  share  of  the  plums. 

Rubber  in  Rhodesia. — Mr.  P.  Lyttelton  Gell,  whom,  we 
presume,  is  an  official  of  the  British  South  Africa  Company, 
has  recently  issued  a  pamphlet  dealing  with  the  rubber- 
industry  throughout  the  company's  territories.  It  is  a  fact 
that  extensive  tracts  in  north-west  and  north-east  Rhodesia 
produce  natural  rubber  of  high  commercial  value,  while  in 
Southern  Rhodesia  indigenous  rubber  is  reported  in  abun- 
dance in  the  Sabi  Valley  and  along  the  Zambesi.  Hitherto 
the  Chartered  Company  has  not  established  any  adequate 
system  for  preserving  the  industry  and  deriving  substan- 
tial revenue  from  it,  so  Mr.  Gell  elaborates  a  series  of 
proposals  regarding  its  conservation,  it  having  become 
necessary  to  consider  the  whole  policy  of  the  question.  On 
perusing  the  pamphlet  it  is  at  once  apparent  that  the 
Chartered  Company  intend  to  have  their  pound  of  flesh,  as  it 
is  stated  that  neither  the  nomadic  native  nor  the  casual 
advertiser  has  any  proprietary  claim,  although  the  native  who 
extracts  it  and  the  trader  who  exports  it  must,  of  course, 
receive  inducement  for  their  services,  and  "  whatever  profit 
there  may  be  afterwards  "  will  be  retained  by  the  company. 
It  is  suggested  that  as  regards  cultivating  rubber  every 
encouragement  should  be  given  to  the  investment  of  capital 
in  the  systematic  cultivation  in  reserved  areas  let  on  termin- 
able leases  at  progressive  rents.  As  regards  wild  rubber,  it 
is  proposed  that  the  Administration  appropriate  it  altogether 
after  remunerating  the  extractor. 


The  "Societe  de  Pharmacie"  of  Antwerp  offers  a  prize  for 
the  best  capsule-closing  machine. 
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Winter  Session. 


Notices  of  meetings  to  be  held  are  inserted  under  "  Coming 
Events."  If  meetings  are  not  attended  by  reporters,  secre- 
taries of  associations  would  oblige  by  communicating  with 
the  Editor.   


Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

The  fourth  meeting  of  the  fifty-first  session  was  held  on 
October  11,  the  President  (Mr.  A.  S.  Buck)  in  the  chair. 

In  opening  the  proceedings  the  President  congratulated 
the  Association  on  the  improved  character  of  the  meeting- 
place;  thanks  to  the  work  of  the  Koyal  Institute's  com- 
mittee the  room  was  now  refurnished  and  redecorated. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  members  :— J.  G. 
Wallbridge,  St.  Helens ;  A.  E.  Ferguson,  Egremont ;  and 
W.  H.  Millhouse,  Liverpool. 

Information  Wanted. 

Among  the  miscellaneous  communications  was  a  request 
from  Mr.  Prosper  H.  Marsden  for  information  regarding 
fluoride  of  iron  and  iodobenzoliodide  of  magnesia,  both  of 
which  he  had  recently  met  with  in  dispensing,  but  the 
meeting  failed  to  enlighten  him  to  any  great  extent.  Mr. 
Wardleworth  said  be  had  recently  been  asked  for  informa- 
tion regarding  phoroglycine  or  phoroglusol,  but  the  details 
in  his  possession  were  very  scanty,  though  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  doctor  who  inquired  ;  he  would  be  glad  to  know 
more  about  it.  Mr.  K.  C.  Cowley  said  that  he  thought 
more  would  be  heard  of  the  article  shortly,  as  investigations 
were  now  being  made  as  to  its  value  as  a  test  for  hydro- 
chloric acid  in  the  stomach  in  cases  of  dyspepsia,  and  no 
doubt  the  results  would  be  made  public  in  due  course. 

Crystallised  Phosphate  of  Iron. 

Mr.  Cowley  further  stated  that  his  attention  had  lately 
been  called  to  phosphate  of  iron.  This  compound  had  never 
been  crystallised  artificially.  When  found  in  nature  it  was 
crystallised,  and  the  puzzle  was,  How  had  this  been  brought 
about  1  The  skeleton  of  a  man  which  had  lain  in  a  mine  for 
many  years  revealed  crystallised  ferrous  phosphate  when 
the  bones  were  examined,  but  this  had  been  impossible  in 
the  laboratory.  He  was  now  glad  to  say,  however,  that  he 
had,  in  conjunction  with  friends,  by  continued  effort  been 
able  to  produce  the  crystals  artificially,  and  he  hoped  to 
show  the  Association  at  an  early  date  the  article  in  a 
crystalline  form. 

President  Elected. 

On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  W.  Welling,  seconded  by  Mr. 
John  Smith,  Mr.  Harold  Wyatt,  jun.,  was  elected  President 
of  the  Association  for  the  ensuing  session. 

Photographic  Blotting-paper. 

Mr.  Wyatt  brought  before  the  meeting  a  question  of  a 
useful  nature  to  photographic  chemists  which  he  had  had  to 
investigate  for  a  photographic  friend  of  his.  Certain  sets  of 
prints  had  appeared  covered  with  white  semi-bleached  spots, 
for  the  existence  of  which  no  satisfactory  explanation  could 
be  given,  all  the  materials  used — the  paper,  the  water, 
chemicals,  mounting-medium,  and  cardboard  mounts — being 
of  the  best  quality  and  absolutely  pure.  As  the  studio  in 
which  the  work  had  been  done  had  recently  been  stuccoed 
it  was  thought  that  that  might  be  where  the  trouble  lay,  but 
when  the  work  was  done  in  another  room  the  spots  still 
appeared.  Finally  a  small  piece  of  blottiDg-paper  sticking 
to  the  back  of  a  print  gave  the  clue  to  the  mystery.  It  was 
the  blotting-paper  which  was  at  fault.  The  paper  was  a 
good-looking  white  article  of  foreign  make,  and  as  paper 
pulp  is  generally  bleached  with  chlorine,  and  sodium  sul- 
phite is  used  afterwards  as  an  antichlor  to  get  rid  of  the 
traces  of  chlorine  and  make  the  paper  retain  its  toughness, 
both  free  chlorine  and  sulphite  were  tested  for.  Washing 
the  paper  with  water  it  was  found  to  be  quite  free  from  acid, 
and  acidulating  with  hydrochloric  acid  gave  no  odour  of 
sulphurous  acid ;  but  by  the  reducing  action  of  nascent 
hydrogen  from  zinc  and  more  hydrochloric  acid,  the  traces 


of  sulphuric  acid  present  were  converted  into  sulphuretted 
hydrogen,  which  was  readily  found  by  its  blackening  lead- 
acetate  paper  placed  over  the  mouth  of  the  test-tube.  These 
traces  of  sulphite  had  produced  the  bleaching  of  the  prints, 
it  was  very  evident.  Large  quantities  of  similar  blotting- 
paper  were  to  be  had,  so  it  behoved  chemists  handling 
photographic  sundries  to  keep  a  sharp  look-out  when  buying, 
and  to  only  receive  paper  which  was  warranted  free  from 
sulphite. 
Mr.  Wyatt  then  read  a  note  on 

Infusum  Senega. 

He  said  : — Having  occasion  to  dispense  considerable  quanti- 
ties of  this  infusion  to  the  order  of  several  practitioners 
who,  being  in  the  habit,  doubtless,  of  using  some  concen- 
trated preparations  in  their  own  surgeries,  object  to  a  light- 
coloured  infusion  such  as  the  freshly-made  one  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  I  have  for  some  time  past  made  a  concen- 
trated infusion  of  senega  (1  to  7)  by  the  process  of  repeated 
maceration  in  the  cold  and  pressure,  using  as  a  menstruum 
ammoniated  chloroform-water,  with  rectified  spirit,  in  the 
proportion  of  10  per  cent.,  added  at  the  end  of  the  process. 
The  way  of  working  is  as  follows  : — 

Take  16  oz.  of  senega-root  in  No.  20  powder,  moisten  it  with 
4  oz.  of  chloroform- water  (saturated)  and  240  minims  of  strong 
solution  of  ammonia,  and  macerate  for  twelve  hours,  then 
press  slowly  in  a  stout  linen  bag.  When  the  liquid  is  all 
expressed,  set  it  aside,  and  macerate  the  marc  for  two  hours 
with  10  oz.  more  of  chloroform-water,  but  without  ammonia, 
repeating  the  pressure  and  maceration  until  36  fl.  oz.  of 
liquor  have  been  obtained,  to  which  finally  add  4  oz.  of 
rectified  spirit.  As  I  was  desirous  of  testing  this  prepara- 
tion alongside  the  fresh  infusion  and  that  made  by 
diluting  the  new  liquor  senegas  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and 
wishing  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
use  of  ammonia  was  an  improvement,  I  made  the  following 
series  of  experimental  preparations  : — • 

(1)  Liq.  senegas  according  to  the  B.P.  process, 
48  minims  of  which,  representing  1  oz.  of  infusion, 
evaporated  to  dryness  on  a  water-bath,  gave  5|  gr.  of  solid 
residue. 

(2)  Liq.  senegas,  B.P.,  with  the  addition  of  15  minims  of 
strong  solution  of  ammonia  to  each  ounce  of  root  mixed 
with  the  first  part  of  the  menstruum  used  to  macerate, 
before  beginning  percolation  :  48  minims  of  this,  representing 
1  oz.  of  infusion,  gave  on  evaporation  a  residue  of  7  gr. 

(3)  Inf.  senegas  cone.  (1  to  7),  made  without  ammonia,  but 
otherwise  according  to  the  process  before  stated : 
1  fl.  dr.  gave  a  residue  of  4  gr. 

(4)  Inf.  senegas  cone.  (1  to  7),  made  with  ammonia: 
1  fl.  dr.  yielded  a  residue  of  5  gr. 

(5)  Infusion  of  senegas,  B.P. :  1  oz.  evaporated  gave  a 
residue  of  11  gr. 

(6)  Infusion  of  senega,  B.P.,  with  15  minims  of  strong 
solution  of  ammonia  added  to  each  pint  when  cold,  and 
allowed  to  stand  for  an  hour  before  pressing  and  filtering : 
1  oz.  yielded  a  residue  weighing  14  gr. 

The  infusions  made  from  these  concentrated  preparations, 
when  compared  with  the  fresh  infusion,  were  brighter ;  and 
where  ammonia  had  been  used  the  colour  was,  of  course, 
deeper.  The  aroma  was  softer  than  that  of  the  fresh 
infusion,  and  the  taste  equally  characteristic  as  in  the  fresh 
infusion. 

Whilst  trying  to  precipitate  the  senegin,  or  active  principle, 
I  managed  to  get  a  clue  as  to  the  value  of  the  preparation 
by  the  persistency  of  the  emulsion  formed  by  the  senegin 
and  ether.  To  an  ounce  of  each  of  the  infusions  made  by 
diluting  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  I  added  an  ounce  of  ether  and 
a  few  minims  of  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  and  well  shook  the 
bottles.  On  standing,  the  ether  rapidly  separated  from 
the  watery  layer  carrying  with  it  the  senegin  in  a  more  or 
less  gelatinous  form.  From  the  depth  and  persistency  of  this 
layer  of  emulsion  I  found  that  the  ammoniated  preparations 
generally  were  superior  to  the  unammoniated  ones  made  by 
the  same  process,  and  that  the  concentrated  infusions  were 
the  nearest  to  the  fresh  infusion. 

In  making  the  fresh  infusion  the  influence  of  ammonia  is 
most  marked  ;  it  gives  a  very  bright  elegant- looking  product. 

As  senega  preparations  are  nearly  always  prescribed  in 
combination  with  ammonia  or  alkalies,  the  Pharmacopoeia 
compiler  might  in  a  new  edition  consider  the  advisability  of 
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introducing  a  small  amount  of  ammonia  into  the  liquor 
senegas,  at  any  rate. 

In  these  experiments  it  was  interesting  to  note  that  the 
ether,  after  the  senegin  had  separated,  gave  with  a  drop  of 
solution  of  ferric  chloride  a  very  distinct  reaction  for 
salicylic  acid  or  salicylates,  showing  that  these  normal  con- 
stituents of  senega-root  had  been  extracted,  as  well  as 
senegin  or  saponin-like  bodies. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Abraham  said  he  remembered  well  when  the 
form  of  1885  was  brought  out,  and  owing  to  the  altered 
degree  of  fineness  of  the  powder,  the  inf.  senegre  produced  was 
very  biting  to  the  taste  of  the  patient,  and  he  suggested  that 
the  objection  of  many  to  the  preparation  was  due  to  this  fact. 

Mr.  Marsden  remarked  that  the  chemistry  of  senega  had 
been  very  incompletely  studied,  and  it  was  worthy  of  an 
extended  investigation. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Hornblower  said  any  addition  to  their  know- 
ledge of  a  preparation  of  senega  that  would  keep  better  than 
those  in  vogue  was  much  to  be  desired.  The  slight  addition 
of  ammonia  had  a  tendency  to  make  it  keep  well,  but  whether 
to  add  it  as  indicated  in  the  U.S.P.  was  open  to  question. 

Mr.  John  Smith  remarked  that  the  infusion  of  senega 
under  the  old  form  was  most  troublesome  to  make.  He 
thought  that  when  chloroform-water  was  employed  the 
chloroform  should  be  driven  off  before  adding  the  spirit, 
otherwise  purists  might  say  that  its  use  was  not  justifiable 
He  had  found  that  in  concentrated  preparations  of  senega 
the  addition  of  10  per  cent,  spirit  would  keep  it  for  a  short 
time,  but  25  per  cent,  was  necessary  for  keeping  it  all  the 
year  round.  He  had  found  a  limited  quantity  of  ammonia 
gave  a  very  superior  preparation,  but  he  would  suggest  that 
a  little  hydrochloric  acid  might  be  added  to  neutralise  the 
ammonia;  the  resulting  quantity  of  chloride  of  ammonia 
would  be  infinitesimal,  and  might  be  accepted. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  protested  against  the  methods  adopted 
of  determining  the  quality  of  an  article  like  inf.  senegse 
by  the  extractive  matter — no  two  samples  of  root  would 
contain  the  same  proportion  of  extractive  matter.  He  was 
pleased,  however,  with  Mr.  Wyatt's  remarks  regarding  the 
emulsification-test  for  the  senegin.  He  thought  this  was  a 
subject  capable  of  further  amplification,  and  hoped  Mr. 
Wyatt  would  pursue  it. 

In  reply  Mr.  Wyatt  said  that  Mr.  Abraham  was  un- 
doubtedly right  as  to  the  increased  biting  taste  of  the 
infusion  being  due  to  the  increased  fineness  of  the  powder. 

The  Secretary,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Edwin  Dowzard, 
F.C.S.,  the  author,  then  read  the  following  note  on  the 

Optical  Activity  of  Castor  Oil. 

Castor  oil  occupies  a  unique  position  among  fixed  oils 
because  of  its  high  viscosity  and  its  behaviour  with  solvents  ; 
one  very  peculiar  characteristic  is  its  abnormal  optical 
rotation  ;  nearly  all  fixed  oils  are  slightly  active,  but  not 
more  than  ±  0'5°  per  200  mm.  (with  the  exception  of  sesame 
and  croton  oils).  The  optical  rotation  of  castor  oil  varies 
from  +  8'3°  to  +  9-0°  per  200  mm. 

The  optical  activity  of  fixed  oils  (with  the  exception  of 
croton  and  castor)  is  not  due  to  the  glycerides  themselves, 
but  to  the  presence  of  small  quantities  of  active  bodies,  such 
as  cholesturol ;  the  optical  activity  of  castor  oil  is  due  to 
ricinoleic  acid,  which  contains  an  asymmetric  carbon  atom. 

The  following  figures  were  obtained  in  the  examination  of 
East  Indian,  Italian,  and  French  oils,  using  an  instrument  of 
the  Laurent  half-shadow  type  : — 

Optical  Rotation. 

200  mm. 

No.  1    8'37° 

No.  2    8  63° 

No.  3    8-50° 

No.  4   

No.  5    8-93° 

_  Mr.  Hornblower,  in  moving  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be 
given  to  the  author,  said  it  was  beyond  criticism— it  was  the 
direct  result  of  original  work.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  carried 
unanimously. 

Mr.  John  Smith  then  introduced  the  question  of  the  new 

Divisional  Secretaries 
shortly  to  be  appointed  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He 
explained  that  instead  of  one  local  secretary,  with  some  co- 


operating colleagues,  there  would  now  be  a  secretary  for 
each  parliamentary  division.  He  thought  that  there  would 
be  no  better  way  of  getting  names  than  by  obtaining  nomina- 
tions from  local  societies  such  as  their  own,  which  may  be 
taken  as  representing  the  fraternity  in  the  different  districts. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  asked  all  such  societies  to 
consider  certain  names  to  be  suggested  to  them  to  fill  the 
office  now  created.  The  proposal  to  leave  the  nomination  of 
names  to  the  Council  was  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  Wellings, 
and  after  some  discussion  it  was  decided  to  adopt  this  plan. 
The  President  said  the  scheme  was  no  doubt  a  good  one, 
and  should  have  a  fair  trial,  and  he  thought  the  Association 
had  done  well  to  agree  to  nominate  men  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.  He  thought,  however,  that  a  mistake  had 
been  made  in  altering  the  rule  with  regard  to  collecting  sub- 
scriptions, as  many  a  man  would  willingly  pay  a  duly 
accredited  representative  who  called  on  him,  but  would 
not  care  to  remit  direct  to  the  Society — but  it  was  a  matter 
which  would  have  been  better  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
divisional  secretaries. 


Wellcome  Club  and  Institute. 

The  second  winter  session  of  this  social  annexe  to  Messrs. 
Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  business  opened  on  Tuesday 
evening,  October  16,  at  the  gymnasium  in  the  Institute 
grounds  at  Dartford,  when  Dr.  Frederick  B.  Power,  F.C.S., 
gave  the  first  of  a  series  of  popular  lectures.  The  Institute, 
which  in  conception  recalls  Besant's  palace  of  delight,  is 
making  steady  progress,  and,  as  Mr.  H.  S.  Wellcome  (who 
presided)  remarked  in  introducing  the  lecturer,  it  showed 
the  best  of  all  signs  of  health,  steady  development,  the 
workers  and  staffs  at  Snow  Hill  and  the  Dartford  factory 
finding  new  interests  in  the  Institute,  and  new  ways  of 
pleasure,  so  that  year  by  year  this  gradual  development 
should  make  the  Institute  more  useful  and  interesting  to  the 
members,  and  also  conduce  to  the  mutual  advantage  of 
employers  and  employes.  Mr.  Wellcome  further  spoke  of 
the  advantages  of  technical  education,  and  the  part  it  is 
playing  in  the  furtherance  of  industries  and  commerce 
throughout  the  world  ;  and  having  congratulated  the  cricket 
team  for  winning  the  cup  for  the  second  time,  he  briefly 
referred,  amidst  cheers,  to  the  home-coming  of  reservists  on 
the  staff  who  have  been  fighting  for  Queen  and  country. 
Dr.  Power  then  proceeded  with  his  lecture,  which  was  on 
"  The  Principles  of  Chemistry  in  their  Relation  to  Familiar 
Things."  The  introductory  part  of  it  might  fittingly  be 
entitled 

Self-help  in  Knowledge. 

He  said  :  In  complying  with  the  request  of  your  com- 
mittee to  participate  in  the  series  of  lectures  which  they  have 
arranged  to  be  delivered  before  the  Wellcome  Club  and 
Institute,  I  may  say  that  it  affords  me  a  great  deal  of  gratifi- 
cation to  assist  in  this  way  in  promoting  the  interests  of  an 
institution  so  grand  in  its  conception  and  so  worthy  in  the 
purposes  which  it  seeks  to  attain.  We  see  in  these  numerous, 
handsomely  furnished  buildings,  and  the  beautiful  grounds 
surrounding  them,  which  were  formally  opened  and  dedi- 
cated to  your  use  but  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  a  degree 
of  munificence  and  thoughtfulness  which  merits  our  admira- 
tion ;  for  a  benefaction  so  comprehensive  in  its  character  is 
seldom  witnessed  in  any  large  branch  of  industry  as  that 
which  the  founder  of  this  Club  and  Institute  has  bestowed. 

From  the  provision  which  has  been  made  for  reading-rooms 
and  libraries,  as  well  as  by  the  inauguration  of  this  course  of 
lectures,  it  is  evident  that  the  intention  has  been  not  only  to 
minister  to  the  needs  of  the  body  by  affording  healthful 
recreation  in  sports  and  games,  but  that  quite  as  careful 
consideration  has  also  been  given  to  the  culture  and 
development  of  the  mind. 

As  it  has  been  planned  that  some  of  the  lectures  of  this 
course  shall  be  devoted  to  popular  science,  it  may  not  be  out 
of  place  to  note  that,  whilst  the  value  of  scientific  education 
has  long  been  recognised  in  the  universities  and  colleges  of 
this  country,  the  fact  has  not  been  overlooked  that  some 
knowledge  of  scientific  principles  and  methods  is  likewise  of 
importance  to  the  so-called  working  people  and  artisans  who 
form  the  rank-and-file  of  the  great  industrial  world ;  for 
from  this  common  recruiting-ground  are  often  drawn  those 
who  are   destined    to    fill    important    positions   in  the 
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management  of  large  enterprises,  and,  in  turn,  to  become 
themselves  captains  of  industry. 

To  this  work  of  elementary  instruction  some  of  the  fore- 
most men  of  science  have  given  in  the  past,  and  still 
continue  to  give,  at  least  a  part  of  their  time  and  energies, 
either  in  the  form  of  popular  lectures  before  working-men's 
clubs  and  similar  organisations  or  societies,  or  in  the  more 
recently  developed  and  more  systematised  work  of  Uni- 
versity extension.  As  evidence  of  this,  it  will  be  sufficient 
to  mention  a  few  of  those  whose  names  are  very  familiar  to 
you,  such  as  Faraday,  Huxley,  Tyndall,  and  the  astronomer 
Proctor,  who  were,  perhaps,  among  the  pioneers  in  this 
country  in  extending  popular  knowledge  of  science,  and 
their  example  has  been  followed  by  a  number  of  eminent 
men  of  the  present  generation. 

These  great  teachers  had  also  not  neglected  to  impart 
some  of  their  inspiration  and  love  of  science  to  the  youth  of 
the  land,  or  at  least  of  London,  for  you  are  all  probably 
familiar  with  the  so-called  "  Christmas  Lectures"  which  are 
delivered  each  year  at  the  Koyal  Institution.  Although 
these  lectures,  with  their  brilliant  experiments,  were  intended 
primarily  for  a  juvenile  audience,  they  possess  an  equal 
fascination  for  many  of  maturer  years,  and,  especially 
through  their  publication,  like  the  men  with  whose  names 
they  have  been  associated,  they  have  long  since  attained  a 
fame  which  extends  far  beyond  the  British  Isles. 

The  great  interest  which  Tyndall  manifested  throughout 
his  life  in  the  extension  and  ipopularisation  of  scientific 
knowlsdge,  and  to  which  he  personally  contributed  so 
much,  may  be  readily  understood  when  you  consider  some 
of  the  ateps  in  his  o  wn  scientific  development.  The  lines  of 
thought  and  methods  of  investigation  which  found  expres- 
sion in  the  associations  of  his  earlier  years  he  has  described 
in  a  lecture  delivered  in  the  Eoyal  Institution  nearly  fifty 
years  ago,  but  they  seem  las  well  adapted  now  as  then  to 
indicate  a  plan  whereby  a  number  of  young  people,  such  as 
the  members  of  this  Club  and  Institute,  may  organise  them- 
selves into  a  society  for  mutual  improvement  and  for  the 
promotion  of  knowledge. 

From  the  narrative  referred  to  I  may  give  you  the  follow- 
ing brief  abstract  in  Tyndall's  own  words  : — 

The  bias  of  my  own  education  probably  manifests  itself  in  a 
desire  I  always  feel  to  seize  upon  any  possible  opportunity  of 
checking  my  assumptions  and  conclusions  by  experience. 

At  an  agricultural  college  in  Hampshire,  with  which  I  was 
connected  for  some  time,  and  which  is  now  converted  into  a 
school  for  the  general  education  of  youth,  a  society  was  formed 
among  the  boys,  who  met  weekly  for  the  purpose  of  reading 
reports  and  papers  upon  various  subjects.  The  Society  had  its 
President  and  Treasurer,  and  abstracts  of  its  proceedings  were 
published  in  a  little  monthly  periodical  issuing  from  the  school 
press.  One  of  the  most  remarkable  features  of  these  weekly 
meetings  was  that,  after  the  general  business  had  been  concluded, 
each  member  enjoyed  the  right  of  asking  questions  on  any  subject 
on  which  he  desired  information.  The  questions  were  either 
written  out  previously  in  a  book,  or,  if  a  question  happened  to 
suggest  itself  during  the  meeting,  it  was  written  on  a  slip  of 
paper  and  handed  in  to  the  Secretary,  who  afterwards  read  all 
the  questions  aloud.  A  number  of  teachers  were  usually  present, 
and  they  and  the  boys  made  a  common  stock  of  their  wisdom  in 
furnishing  replies.  As  might  be  expected  from  an  assemblage  of 
eighty  or  ninety  boys,  varying  from  18  to  8  years  old,  many  odd 
questions  were  proposed.  To  the  mind  which  loves  to  detect  in 
the  tendencies  of  the  young  the  instincts  of  humanity  generally, 
such  questions  are  not  without  a  certain  philosophic  interest,  and 
I  have  thought  it  not  derogatory  to  the  present  course  of  lectures 
to  copy  a  few  of  them  and  to  introduce  them  here.  They  run  as 
follows : — 

"What  are  the  duties  of  the  Astronomer  Eoyal  ? 
What  is  frost  ? 

Why  are  thunder  and  lightning  more  frequent  in  summer  than 
in  winter? 

What  occasions  falling  stars  ? 

What  is  the  cause  of  the  sensation  called  "  pins  and  needles  "  ? 
What  is  the  cause  of  waterspouts  ? 
What  is  the  cause  of  hiccup  ? 

If  a  towel  be  wetted  with  water,  why  does  the  wet  portion 
become  darker  than  before  ? 
What  is  meant  by  Lancashire  Witches  ? 
Does  the  dew  rise  or  fall  ? 
What  is  the  principle  of  the  hydraulic  press  ? 
Is  there  more  oxygen  in  the  air  in  summer  than  in  winter  ? 
What  are  those  rings  which  we  see  round  the  gas  and  sun  ? 
What  is  thunder  ? 


How  is  it  that  a  black  hat  can  be  moved  by  forming  round  it  a 
magnetic  circle,  while  a  white  hat  remains  stationary  ? 

What  is  the  cause  of  perspiration  ? 

Is  it  true  that  men  were  once  monkeys  ? 

What  is  the  difference  between  the  soul  and  the  mind  ? 

Is  it  contrary  to  the  rules  of  vegetarianism  to  eat  eggs  ? 

In  looking  over  these  questions,  which  were  wholly  unprompted 
and  have  been  copied  almost  at  random  from  the  book  alluded  to, 
we  see  that  many  of  them  are  suggested  directly  by  natural 
objects,  and  are  not  such  as  had  an  interest  conferred  on  them  by 
previous  culture.  Now,  the  fact  is  beyond  the  boy's  control,  and 
so  certainly  is  the  desire  to  know  the  cause.  The  sole  question, 
then,  is  whether  this  desire  is  to  be  gratified  or  not.  Who  created 
the  fact  ?  Who  implanted  the  desire  ?  Certainly  not  man.  Who, 
then,  will  undertake  to  place  himself  between  the  desire  and  its 
fulfilment,  and  proclaim  a  divorce  between  them  ? 

Tyndall  then  proceeds  to  consider  some  of  these  apparently 
simple  questions,  and  in  his  fascinating  manner,  and  by 
clear,  easily  intelligible  expressions,  elucidates  |the  scientific 
facts  or  physical  causes  to  which  some  of  the  phenomena 
referred  to  are  due.  Our  time  will  not  permit  us  to  follow 
him  further  into  these  particular  fields  of  study ;  but  they 
afford  excellent  examples  of  the  variety  and  extent  of  in- 
formation that  may  be  gathered  if  inquiries  such  as  those 
noted  are  pursued  and  discussed  in  a  proper  spirit,  and 
especially  with  consideration  of  the  increase  in  scientific 
knowledge  that  has  taken  place  during  the  past  fifty  years. 

Even  vegetarianism,  one  of  the  subjects  noted,  may 
become  as  interesting  a  study  as  it  is  an  important  one 
from  an  economic  and  hygienic  point  of  view  if  considered 
with  reference  to  the  chemistry  or  the  nutritive  value  of 
different  articles  of  food  of  animal  and  vegetable  origin  and 
the  requirements  of  the  human  body  in  different  conditions 
of  life.  Such  a  discussion  of  the  subject  would  certainly  be 
more  profitable  than  the  recent  controversies  of  some  vege- 
tarians as  to  whether  we  should  wear  leather  boots  because 
made  from  the  skins  of  animals,  or  eat  custards  when  pre- 
pared with  rennet. 

For  the  development  of  the  scientific  spirit  a  great  deal 
depends  upon  early  training,  and  upon  the  character  of  the 
instruction  in  the  common  schools.  It  is,  therefore,  interest- 
ing to  observe  that  in  this  country  much  more  attention  than 
formerly  appears  now  to  be  given  to  the  teaching  of  elemen- 
tary science,  and  the  importance  of  the  subject,  even  as  a 
part  of  general  culture,  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  it  has 
for  some  time  received  the  special  consideration  of  that  large 
and  distinguished  body  the  British  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science.  Certainly  no  other  study  is  so  well 
adapted  for  inculcating  habits  of  careful  and  accurate 
observation,  which  are  quite  as  valuable  in  the  affairs  of 
practical  life  as  in  strictly  scientific  pursuits. 

In  Germany- — a  country  to  which  we  are  much  indebted 
for  many  excellent  methods  in  elementary  as  well  as  in  the 
higher  education,  for  the  kindergarten  as  well  as  for  the 
broad  culture  afforded  by  its  gymnasia,  seminaries,  technical 
schools,  and  universities — we  naturally  find  that  liberal  en- 
dowments are  made  for  the  teaching  of  science,  and  one  of 
the  by  no  means  least  important  results  has  been  the  rapid 
development  of  German  chemical-industries.  The  great 
chemist  and  teacher,  Liebig,  in  his  writings  of  fifty  years 
ago,  has  expressed  his  views  upon  this  subject  in  the  follow- 
ing words,  which  are  both  so  eloquent  and  significant  that 
they  deserve  even  now  to  be  carefully  read  and  remembered: — 

The  great  desideratum  of  the  present  age  is  practically  mani- 
fested in  the  establishment  of  schools  in  which  the  natural 
sciences  occupy  the  most  prominent  place  in  the  course  of  instruc- 
tion. 

From  these  schools  a  more  vigorous  generation  will  come  forth, 
powerful  in  understanding,  qualified  to  appreciate  and  to  accom- 
plish all  that  is  truly  great,  and  to  bring  forth  fruits  of  universal 
usefulness.  Through  them  the  resources,  the  wealth,  and  the 
strength  of  empires  will  be  incalculably  increased ;  and  when,  by 
the  increase  of  knowledge,  the  weight  which  presses  on  human 
existence  has  been  lightened,  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  subsis- 
tence lessened,  and  man  is  no  longer  overwhelmed  with  the  pres- 
sure of  earthly  cares  and  troubles,  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  he 
be  able  to  devote  his  intellect,  purified  and  refined,  to  the  study 
of  higher  subjects  of  investigation,  and  finally  to  the  highest  of  all. 

We  have  ventured  to  quote  this  introductory  portion  of 
Dr.  Power's  lecture  on  account  of  the  special  interest  which 
it  has  at  this  stage  of  the  winter  session,  when  it  is  so 
desirable  that  young  pharmacists  should  not  forget  the 
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advantages  of  intercourse  in  furthering  their  education. 
The  lecture  itself  dealt  with  chemistry  in  a  most  liberal 
sense,  and  showed  how  chemical  knowledge  has  progressed, 
especially  how  what,  is  usually  called  advanced  theory 
has  opened  up  the  way  to  many  new  discoveries,  and  how  in 
the  light  of  such  theory  the  most  common  things  gain  high 
importance,  and  abstruse  problems  in  the  science  are  made 
clear. 

At  the  conclusion  Mr.  Aubrey  Hill  moved  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Dr.  Power,  and  Mr.  E.  Harrison,  in  seconding 
this,  explained  that  throughout  the  session  other  lectures 
will  be  given,  so  that  the  members  of  the  Institute  shall 
have  the  opportunity  of  understanding  better  the  principles 
which  are  involved  in  manufacturing-processes  with  which 
they  are  practically  familiar. 


Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association. 

A  MEETING  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  County 
Kestaurant,  Bradford,  on  October  16,  Mr.  R.  W.  Silson,  the 
newly-elected  President,  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  large 
attendance,  and  several  new  members  were  elected. 

The  report  of  Messrs.  Rogerson,  Newboult,  and  Wadding- 
ton,  who  had  been  appointed  a  deputation  to  interview  the 
local  parliamentary  candidates  with  respect  to  their  attitude 
towards  the  new  Pharmacy  Bill,  was  then  given,  Mr. 
Waddington  stating  that  two  members  of  the  deputa- 
tion had  had  interviews  with  Mr.  Wanklyn,  Mr.  Ernest 
Flower,  Captain  Greville's  secretary,  Mr.  Anderton,  and  Mr. 
Priestley,  whilst  one  member  had  a  telephonic  communica- 
tion with  Mr.  P.  Illingworth.  In  every  case  they  obtained  a 
promise  that  the  candidates,  if  elected,  would  support  a  Bill 
making  the  1868  Act  apply  to  persons.  The  interview  with 
Mr.  Wanklyn  was  perhaps  the  most  satisfactory,  as  he  not 
only  promised  to  support  them,  but  said  that  if  they  would 
brief  him  he  would  act  as  barrister  for  them  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  (Applause.)  Mr.  Flower  said  he  would  back 
the  Bill  when  introduced. 

Mr.  Rogerson  remarked  that  if  the  local  secretaries  and 
their  colleagues  had  been  as  active  in  other  towns  as  they 
had  been  in  Bradford  a  great  amount  of  good  would  have 
been  accomplished.  There  could  be  very  little  doubt,  he 
thought,  that  the  Bill  would  run  through  the  House  very 
easily.  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Waddington  that  the  interviews 
had  been  a  very  great  success. 

Mr.  Waddington  said  every  one  of  the  interviewed  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  what  the  Society  was  seeking  for 
was  not  only  for  their  own  benefit  but  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public. 

The  report  was  adopted  with  acclamation. 

Presidential  Address. 

The  President,  in  the  course  of  his  address,  said  they 
frequently  came  across  advertisements  in  the  newspapers 
which  read  somewhat  as  follows  :  "  Wanted,  a  well-educated 
gentlemanly  youth  as  apprentice,  one  who  has  passed  the 
Preliminary  or  equivalent  examination  preferred."  He  was 
very  much  struck  by  the  fact  that  those  very  people  who 
issued  those  advertisements,  and  said  that  they  wanted 
apprentices,  were  frequently  the  greatest  sticklers  for  the 
word  "  profession,"  as  applied  to  them.  They  did  not  regard 
their  profession  as  a  trade,  and  yet  to  his  mind  the  very 
word  apprentice  conveyed  the  idea  of  a  tradesman  or  crafts- 
man. The  learned  professions  never  spoke  of  apprentices, 
and  really  they  ought  to  revise  their  phraseology  if  they 
desired  to  be  regarded  as  the  tag-end  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession. (Laughter.)  Referring  to  a  printed  account  of 
the  last  Preliminary  examination,  Mr.  Silson  then  showed 
that  at  that  examination  there  were  521  candidates  who 
passed  and  541  who  failed.  He  gathered  from  the  syllabus 
issued  in  connection  with  the  Technical  College,  and  also  by 
the  School  Board,  that  the  London  University  Matriculation 
Examination  was  going  to  be  the  favourite  examination  for 
their  trade  or  profession,  and  they  were  going  to  have  their 
appentices  members  of  universities.  What  had  they  to  offer 
to  a  youth  who  had  passed  a  London  University  Matricula- 
tion Examination  ?  They  had  to  offer  himsomething — a 
trade  (or  profession)  in  which  he  might  work  sixty  or  seventy 
hours  a  week,  whereas  an  ordinary  artisan,  a  mason,  a  joiner, 
or  a  mechanic  was  satisfied  with  forty-eight  or  fifty  hours 


per  week  ;  and  in  the  bulk  of  cases  they  would  not  have  a 
pro  rata  scale  of  wages  for  the  extra  hours.  The  speake1' 
then  proceeded  to  read  an  extract  from  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  October  13,  page  620,  relating  to  "  A  Certain 
Examination,"  where  out  of  37  candidates  who  had  passed 
the  practical  portion  of  the  examination  17  out  of  the  22 
who  were  examined  in  theory  in  the  morning  passed,  but 
out  of  the  15  examined  in  the  afternoon  not  a  single  one 
passed. 

What  was  the  Reason  fob  that? 

• 

The  examination  was  not  competitive,  and  the  fact  that 
these  candidates  had  passed  in  the  practical  portion  showed 
that  they  knew  their  subject.  It  had  been  suggested  that 
these  failures  represented  a  gain  of  fees  to  the  society,  and 
he  thought  they  ought  to  be  able  to  trust  their  examiners 
implicitly.  But  again,  when  a  young  gentleman  had  passed 
these  examinations  what  was  his  position  1  He  could  sell  a 
pennyworth  of  laudanum  and  a  pennyworth  of  oxalic  acid, 
Was  that  privilege  sufficient  to  pay  him  for  the  time,  the 
anxiety,  and  the  expense  he  had  gone  through  1  His  idea  was 
that  it  did  not,  and  how  were  they  to  improve  his  position  ? 
The  report  of  the  interviews  that  had  been  held  with  the  several 
Parliamentary  candidates  showed  that  they  had  not  a  settled 
policy.  The  only  thing  they  had  to  go  upon  was  to  presume 
what  the  society  would  recommend,  and  it  was  painful  to 
have  to  confess  that  they  were  in  the  hands  of  unauthorised 
journals  and  unauthorised  persons  for  the  setting  forth  of  a 
programme  with  which  they  could  approach  these  candidates. 
Their  leaders  were  men  who  did  not  lead,  or,  at  any  rate,  they 
only  led  when  they  were  pushed  from  behind.  Referring  to 
the  trouble  that  had  arisen  amongst  the  Scotch  members,  the 
President  said  he  should  not  be  surprised  to  find  an 
agitation  arise  in  Scotland  for  Home  Rule  so  far  as  pharmacy 
was  concerned.  With  regard  to  themselves,  he  thought  that, 
whatever  legislation  was  promoted  must  be  not  only  with 
the  view  of  strengthening  themselves,  but  the  convenience 
of  the  public  must  also  be  borne  in  mind.  They  must 
remember  that  they  were  the  servants  of  the  public.  He 
took  it  that  they  would  not  care  to  take  any  retrograde  step 
such  as  the  creation  of  a  lower  grade  of  qualified  man  similar 
to  the  registered  druggist  of  Ireland,  but  if  they  were  to 
have  a  general  improvement  in  their  status  and  an  increase 
in  their  prosperity,  he  thought  they  would  have  to  do  some- 
thing on  these  lines.    He  suggested  that  there  should  be 

A  Special  Licence 

to  sell  compounded  drugs  and  stamped  medicines.  This  would 
be  useful  in  country  and  sparsely  populated  districts  where 
chemists  found  it  impossible  to  make  a  livelihood  People  re- 
quired medicines,  and  it  would  be  better  that  the  persons  who 
supplied  them  should  pay  for  a  licence,  and  be  subject  to 
some  control,  than  that  the  present  system  should  remain. 
He  would  impose  a  Government  licence  of  10s.  per  year  for 
a  house  or  shop  under  10 1,  value,  and  this  licence  should 
cover  patent  non-poisonous  medicines  and  compounded 
drugs.  For  shops  or  houses  under  2,01.  a  licence  of  20s. 
should  be  charged  ;  under  501.,  40s. ;  50Z.  to  100Z.,  HI. ;  and  250Z. 
and  over,  Ql.  or  101.  By  this  method  they  would  keep  to 
some  extent  the  trade  in  the  hands  of  the  retail  chemists, 
whilst  at  the  same  time  every  facility  would  be  afforded  for 
the  public  convenience.  He  thought  that  the  regulations 
with  regard  to  the  storing  of  poisons  should  be  better 
observed,  and  he  advocated  the  system  of  co-operative 
trading  with  respect  to  the  purchase  of  patent  medicines  and 
proprietary  articles. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Waddington,  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  President  for  his  address,  defended  the  attitude  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  with  regard  to  the  elections.  He 
refused  to  believe  the  suggestions  made  concerning  the 
failure  of  the  seventeen  candidates,  and  said  the  Society  was 
justified  in  raising  the  fees  for  examinations.  He  disagreed 
with  the  proposal  to  issue  licences,  and  asked  whether  it 
was  suggested  that  the  holders  of  these  licences  should  be 
qualified  or  not.  He  would  make  the  1868  Act  more 
stringent,  and  would  compel  every  man  who  was  eligible 
under  that  Act  to  be  a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Rogerson,  in  seconding,  said  it  was  perfectly 
monstrous  to  compel  youths  to  take  the  London  University 
Matriculation  examination  for  their  Preliminary. 
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Alderman  H.  Dunn  was  opposed  to  licensing  people  all 
over  the  country  to  sell  "  simples,"  and  the  more  they 
licensed  outsiders  the  more  they  crippled  themselves. 

The  motion  was  adopted  unanimously. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  local  secretaries  of 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  : — Central  Division,  Mr.  A.  H. 
Waddington  ;  "Western  Division,  Mr.  J.  A.  Mitchell ;  Eastern 
Division,  Mr.  K.  H.  Marshall ;  and  Shipley  Division,  Alder- 
man H.  Dunn. 


Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Society. 

The  winter  session  of  the  Sheffield  School  of  Pharmacy  was 
inaugurated  on  Thursday  evening,  August  18,  by  a  meeting 
of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  the  rooms  of  the 
local  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  Mr.  J.  B.  Pater,  the 
newly-elected  President,  occupying  the  chair.  The  pro- 
gramme consisted  of  an  address  to  the  students  by  Mr.  C.  B. 
Allen,  of  Kilburn  (Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain),  and  distribution  of  prizes  to  the 
successful  pupils,  the  meeting  being  followed  by  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Sheffield  Society. 

A  satisfactory  report  was  read  as  to  the  last  session  of  the 
school,  which  is  now  held  at  the  Sheffield  University  College. 
There  was  an  increased  number  of  pupils,  whose  attendance 
and  diligence  deserved  the  highest  praise.  Prizes  were 
awarded  as  follows  : — Chemistry :  T.  T.  Cocking  and  J.  W. 
Cox  (equal).  Botany :  1,  T.  T.  Cocking ;  2,  W.  Cooper. 
Materia  Medica:  1,  J.  W.  Cox;  2,  A.  G.  Yates.  Mr.  News- 
holme's  prize  for  the  best  herbarium  collected  within  twenty 
miles  of  Sheffield,  awarded  to  A.  Wright.  University  College 
scholarships  were  taken  by  J.  W.  Cox  and  T.  T.  Cocking, 
each  of  whom  received  a  prize  from  Mr.  Squire,  the  retiring 
President. 

Addeess  to  the  Students. 

This  was  not  the  first  occasion  on  which  Mr.  Allen  had 
addressed  the  students,  as  six  years  ago  he  appeared  before 
^aasar^  them  in  a  similar  capa- 

city. On  the  present 
occasion  he  confined  his 
remarks  to  pharmaceuti- 
cal education  and  ex- 
amination, referring  to 
the  abolition  of  the  First 
or  Preliminary  examina- 
tion. He  stated  that  it 
had  been  the  experience 
of  the  local  superinten- 
dents that  many  of  the 
candidates  were  young 
men  who  had  left  school 
years  before,  and  had 
been  engaged  in  phar- 
macy meanwhile,  so  that 
the  number  of  failures 
amongst  these  candi- 
dates was  large.  By 
[  abolishing  the  examina- 
tion and  recognising  ceitificates  that  are  familiar  in 
scholastic  circles,  Mr.  Allen  considered  that  candidates 
would  thus  be  encouraged  to  obtain  their  certificates  before 
entering  the  drug-trade,  and,  therefore,  that  the  three 
years'  practical  training  required  for  the  Minor  examina- 
tion would  be  more  real.  He  strongly  recommended  the 
Matriculation  examination  of  the  London  University  as  an 
open  sesame  to  most  of  the  professions,  and  especially 
desirable  for  students  of  pharmacy  who  desire  to  supplement 
their  pharmaceutical  qualifications  by  a  degree  in  science. 
Mr.  Allen  next  went  on  to  speak  of  pharmaceutical  educa- 
tion, stating  that  there  is  pretty  general  agreement  that  some 
form  of  curriculum  should  be  endorsed,  although  there  is  no 
strong  expression  of  a  united  desire  in  that  direction.  He 
recalled  the  work  done  by  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  during  1881  and  1883  under  the  guidance  of  the  late 
Mr.  George  F.  Shortt,  and  summarised  briefly  the  reports  of 
Mr.  Shortt's  committees  on  that  subject,  to  which  very  full 
reference  was  made  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  a  few 
months  ago  in  discussicg  the  division  of  the  Minor.  Mr.  Allen 
now  said : 


Mb.  J".  B.  Pateb. 


At  the  present  time  it  is  probable  that  almost  every  candidate 
who  is  successful  in  the  Minor  examination  has,  in  the  process  of 
preparation,  undergone  some  form  of  curriculum  ;  but  a  uniform 
scheme  of  education,  which  shall  be  compulsory  to  every  candi- 
date, is  still  unrealised.  The  antagonism  of  many  within  our 
own  ranks,  who  cry  out  against  the  iniquity  of  compulsory  educa- 
tion, and  the  active  opposition  which  is  immediately  evident 
whenever  this  question  becomes  prominent,  suffices  for  the  time 
to  shelve  it  amongst  the  number  of  contested  measures  which 
want  of  unity  amongst  ourselves  must  necessarily  delay. 

If  we  are  to  judge  by  the  results  of  the  Minor  examination  of 
the  present  time,  there  is  still  some  cause  for  assuming  that  the 
relationship  to  each  other  of  pharmaceutical  education  and  the 
pharmaceutical  examinations  is  not  quite  so  close  as  could  be 
desired. 

Undoubtedly  the  strain  upon  the  candidate  for  the  Qualifying 
examination  is  a  factor  in  the  percentage  of  failures,  which,  under 
present  conditions,  it  is  not  possible  to  remedy.  It  is  still  a  fact 
that  a  considerable  number  of  candidates  who  present  themselves 
for  examination  are  absolutely  unprepared. 

Given  the  syllabus  of  the  Minor  examination,  a  candidate  has 
said  that  he  knew  nothing  about  it,  and  has  admitted  that  he 
never  read  it  carefully !  Allowed  the  opportunity  of  choosing, 
for  himself  the  section  in  which  he  would  be  examined,  he  has 
candidly  assured  the  perplexed  examiner  that  he  could  not  select 
a  portion  upon  which  he  was  prepared  to  answer  any  questions  ! 
In  the  face  of  such  a  possibility  as  this,  how  is  it  practicable  for 
examiners  to  become  less  exacting,  less  persistent,  or  more 
lenient  until  they  have  actual  evidence  before  them  that  each  and 
every  candidate  has  undergone  a  specified  course  of  instruction, 
and  has  satisfied  his  teachers,  over  a  certified  space  of  time  ? 
Such  a  regulation  would  go  very  far  towards  preventing  the  pre- 
sentation of  ill-prepared  and  ignorant  candidates  who  from  time 
to  time  cause  the  examiners  much  trouble,  and  render  the  process 
of  examination  both  arduous  and  harassing,  inasmuch  as  the  ex- 
aminer, having  no  previous  knowledge  of  the  candidate,  must 
satisfy  himself  in  a  comparatively  short  time  that  he  is  dealing 
with  an  ignorant  rather  than  a  purely  nervous  subject — a  necessity 
which  is  not  wholly  advantageous  to  the  majority  of  examinees. 

Mr.  Allen  expressed  himself  as  being  in  favour  of  dividing 
the  Minor  upon  a  basis  such  as  that  recommended  by  the 
committee  in  1883,  and  in  his  concluding  remarks  he 
stroDgly  advised  the  students  not  to  allow  the  examination 
to  become  to  them  like  the  shadow  of  an  evil  destiDy,  but 
rather  to  keep  constantly  in  view  that  education  was  for 
the  purpose  of  fitting  them  to  be  good  pharmacists  and  good 
men  of  business. 

Mr.  Allen  was  thanked  for  his  address  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  J.  Austin,  seconded  by  Mr.  C.  F.  Carr. 


Chemists'   Assistants'  Association. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  session  (as  announced  last  week) 
was  held  at  73  Newman  Street,  on  October  18,  when  the 
President  (Mr.  J.  A.  Dewhirst,  Ph.C  ,  F.C.S.,  delivered  his 
inaugural  address.  The  programme  for  the  remainder  of 
the  half-session  (October  to  December)  is  as  follows  : — 

October  25. — Musical  and  social  evening. 
November  1. — Exhibits  by  the  members. 

„         8. — Political  discussion,    opened    by  Mr.  A.  C. 

Wootton. 
„        15. — Short  papers. 
„        22. — Impromptu  discussion. 

29.— Paper :  Mr.  C.  E.  F.  Vallet. 
December  6. — Annual    dinner,    Council  Chamber,  Holborn 
Restaurant. 
„        13.— Paper  :  Mr.  H.  S.  Coupland. 
„        20. — Musical  and  social  evening. 

We  have  also  received  from  the  Secretaries  a  copy  of  the 
"  Proceedings  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,"  a 
bulky  and  well-printed  volume  of  121  pages,  containing 
papers,  discussions,  and  particulars  of  the  meetings  held 
during  the  session  1899-1900. 


Western  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
Westbourne  Restaurant,  Craven  Road,  W.,  on  October  17, 
Mr.  H.  Cracknell  (Vice-President)  in  the  chair.  The  pro- 
ceedings were  purely  business,  and  about  two  dozen  members 
were  present.  After  the  Secretary  had  read  the  minutes 
the  Treasurer's  report  was  disposed  of,  Mr.  Mathews 
gratifying  the  meeting  by  announcing  a  total  balance  in 
hand  of  67.  19s.  2d.,  the  principal  proceeds  being  obtained 
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from  the  entertainments.  The  election  ot  the  committee 
was  then  proceeded  with,  the  following  gentlemen  being 
appointed : — Messrs.  F.  Andrews,  J.  W.  Bowen,  A.  J.  B. 
Cooper,  H.  Cracknell,  W.  F.  Gulliver.  J.  F.  Harrington,  J. 
Hick,  J.  H.  Mather,  J.  H.  Mathews,  W.  J.  I.  Philp,  F.  A. 
Kogers,  W.  Warren,  S.  J.  Weston,  R.  L.  Whigham,  and  A.  G. 
Worsley. 

The  Chairman  then  announced  that  the  President 
(Mr.  J.  F.  Harrington)  was  suffering  from  sciatica, 
and  consequently  was  unable  to  be  present,  but  had 
sent  a  letter  in  the  form  of  an  abbreviated  Presidential 
address  which  he  would  read.  In  the  letter  Mr. 
Harrington  announced  his  retirement  from  the  President- 
ship, and  briefly  reviewed  the  work  of  the  past  session, 
alluding  particularly  to  the  discussion  initiated  by  Mr. 
Walter  Hills  on  the  company-question,  and  the  unanimous 
adoption  by  the  Association  of  Mr.  Hills's resolution.  What- 
ever steps,  Mr.  Harrington  wrote,  would  be  taken  to  right 
the  wrongs  of  pharmacists  in  that  particular  must,  he 
thought,  be  taken  on  lines  laid  down  by  Mr.  Hills  on  that 
occasion.  A  passing  allusion  to  the  success  of  the  B.P.C. 
meeting,  and  the  share  the  members  of  the  Association  (par- 
ticularly Messrs.  Mathews,  Warren,  and  Cracknell)  had  in 
the  attainment  of  that  success,  brought  the  address  to  a 
close. 

Hearty  thanks  were  accorded  to  Mr.  Harrington  for  his 
services,  not  only  to  the  Association,  but  also  to  the  Con- 
ference, on  the  proposal  of  Mr.  Marsh,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Smith.  The  Vice-President,  Treasurer,  and  Secretaries 
having  each  been  thanked,  Messrs.  Marsh  and  Robinson  were 
reappointed  auditors. 

The  Chairman  then  said  it  was  proposed  to  adjourn  the 
meeting  until  the  third  Wednesday  in  December,  when  some 
proposed  alterations  in  connection  with  the  rules  of  the 
Association  would  be  brought  forward.  A  motion  to  that 
effect  was  adopted,  and  the  retiring  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, Messrs.  Hyslop,  Martindale,  Parker,  Phillips,  Smith, 
and  Taplin,  were  given  a  special  vote  of  thanks  for  long 
and  useful  services. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Association  will  take  place  on 
November  21. 


Sraoe  Botes. 


"Enule"  Suppositories. — Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome 
&  Co.,  Snow  Hill  Buildings,  E.C.,  have  added  to  the  series  of 
"Enule"  suppositories  one  containii;  lead  acetate  3  grs. 
and  powdered  opium  1  gr.  The  combination  is  an  old  one, 
but  new  to  the  series  of  enule  suppositories. 

Christmas  Soaps.— Messrs.  Edward  Cook  &  Co.  (Limited), 
East  London  Soap-works,  Bow,  are  again  putting  up  some  of 
the  best  toilet  soaps  in  attractive  forms  for  Christmas.  They 
have  them  in  handkerchief  and  glove-boxes  and  in  fancy 
cream-coloured  card-boxes,  as  well  as  special  boxes  for 
gentlemen  and  ladies,  and  tiny  tablets  for  children.  Our 
subscribers  will  do  well  to  get  from  the  firm  particulars  in 
regard  to  these  Christmas  lines. 

New  Sachets. — Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders  have  some 
very  good  lines  in  sachets,  and  those  on  the  outlook  for 
something  for  Christmas  trade  should  get  samples.  They  are 
patriotic  and  artistic,  and  are  supplied  with  or  without  the 
name  and  address  of  the  retailer.  The  British  Empire 
sketch,  with  Kipling's  "  Absent-minded  Beggar "  on  the 
wrapper,  is  one  of  the  series,  and  there  is  another  called  the 
Imperial  Union  series,  with  a  portrait  of  one  of  our  generals 
in  the  centre  of  the  Union  Jack. 

The  Income-tax  Repayment  Agency,  6  Chichester  Road, 
Paddington,  W.,  urges  that,  seeing  the  rate  of  income-tax  is 
half  as  much  again  as  it  was  last  year,  it  behoves  all  persons 
aggrieved  by  these  fancy  assessments,  based  upon  no  data  of 
any  kind  but  evolved  out  of  the  assessor's  inner  conscious- 
ness, to  appeal  against  them.  If  the  assessment  is  beyond 
the  average  net  profits  of  the  past  three  years,  immediate 
notice  of  appeal  should  be  given,  together  with  a  request  to 
be  heard  in  all  but  exceptional  cases  by  the  Special  Com- 
missioners. In  no  case  has  the  agency  failed  in  getting  a 
reduction  in  an  appeal  which  it  has  undertaken,  and 
generally,  it  says,  the  reduction  in  assessment  enables  the 


appellant  to  obtain  a  refund  of  overpaid  tax  for  the  previous 
year  and  very  often  a  refund  on  exemption  or  abatement. 

Malt-preparations. — Dr.  A.  Wander,  of  Berne,  is  intro- 
ducing into  this  country  (through  the  agency  of  Messrs. 
Thos.  Christy  &  Co.,  Old  Swan  Lane,  E.C.),  a  series  of 
extract  of  malt-preparations  which  his  firm  have  been  selling 
on  the  Continent  for  the  past  thirty-five  years.  These 
include  besides  pure  extract  of  malt,  the  extract  combined 
with  creosotal,  phosphate  of  calcium,  pyro-phosphate  of  iron, 
quinine,  iodide  of  iron,  or  bromide  of  ammonium,  and  a  special 
malt  and  cod-liver  oil  emulsified  with  the  aid  of  pancreatic 
juice.  Dr.  Wander  also  does  a  considerable  business  in  soluble 
fruit-essences,  essences  for  temperance  drinks  (boissons 
angla'uscs  do  temperance'),  fruit  syrups  and  vegetable  colours. 
Non-alcoholic  liqueurs  are  also  supplied  and  salts  for  the 
preparation  of  artificial  mineral  waters. 

Pocket  Spittoon. — Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  27  High 
Street,  Sheffield,  has  introduced,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Sheffield  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
a  cheap  and  convenient  spittoon 
for  the  use  of  phthisical  patients. 
It  is  a  cobalt  blue  bottle,  of  the 
shape  shown  in  the  figure  ;  it  stands 
4  inches  high,  and  is  2^  inches  at 
its  greatest  width,  so  that  it  easily 
goes  into  the  handkerchief-pocket. 
The  spittoon  is  securely  covered 
with  a  slip-off  nickel  top.  It  retails 
at  Is.  6d.  net,  and  is  the  cheapest  of 
the  kind  in  the  market.  Mr.  News- 
holme  pays  carriage  on  one  dozen 
lots  or  more,  but  we  understand 
that  most  of  the  wholesale  houses 
keep  the  spittoons  in  stock,  or  can 
supply  them  to  order.    Supplies  of 

descriptive  handbills  or  pamphlets  can  be  obtained  from  the 
maker  for  circulation  amongst  local  doctors  and  hospitals. 


ftraoe^flDarfcs  HppUeo  for. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C  B, 
Comptroller-General  of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks, 
at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings  Chancery 
Lane,  London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  men- 
tioned. The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form 
J,  cost  il.,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  October  3,  1900.) 

"  Raito  Liquor  "  ;  for  toothache-cure.  By  the  Viola  Remedy 
Company,  87  Warstone  Lane,  Birmingham.  232,659. 

"  Fairy  "  ;  for  headache-powders.  By  J.  Bell  &  Co.,  76  Upper 
Street,  Giles,  Norwich.  232,786. 

"  Trochule  "  (no  claim  for  "  Trochu") ;  for  chemical  substances. 
By  Ashton  &;  Parsons  (Limited),  17  Farringdon  Road,  London, 
E.C.  232,848. 

"  Potassules,"  "Lithule,"  "  Seltzule,"  and  "Sodule";  for 
beverages-preparations.  By  Reynolds  &  Branson,  14  Com- 
mercial Street,  Leeds.    232,284,  232,752,  232,753,  232,754. 

"  Curiline  "  ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles.  By  F.  S.  Cleaver 
&  Sons,  32  Red  Lion  Street,  Holborn,  W.C.  232,670. 

"  Hyphens  "  ;  for  toilet  preparations  and  soap  By  Stuart  Collins 
&  Co.,  118  George  Street,  Edinburgh.  232,882. 

{From  tlie  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  October  10, 1900.) 

"  Ferrubicide  " ;  for  a  rust-preventive.  By  Stern  Bros., 
57  Gracechurch  Street,  E.C.  232,678. 

Design  of  label,  the  word  "  Xexine  "  being  the  essential  particular 
for  fish  glue.    By  E.  H.  Whetstone,  Shipley,  Yorks.  231,321. 

"Parapest";  for  a  fungus  and  parasite  destroyer.  By  W.  H. 
Richardson,  4  Ringsend  Road,  Dublin.  231,271. 

Circular  design  with  facsimile  signature,  the  latter  with  the  word 
"  Igazolo  "  being  the  essential  particulars  ;  for  disinfectants, 
By  O.  Cervello,  38  Via  Torremezza,  Palermo.  229,556. 

Device  (the  essential  particular)  of  insec(3  skewered  on  an  arrow; 
for  a  vermin- destroyer.  By  Alice  M.  R.  C.  Le  Mesurier, 
Blewbury,  Didcot,  Berks.  232,130. 


650 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DKUGGIST 


October  20,  1900 


an  Ibistoric  fl>barmaq> : 

Messrs.  Morson  give  up  the  Retail. 


THE  house  in  which  the  retail  portion  of  Messrs.  Morson  & 
Son's  business  at  124  Southampton  Kow,  W.C.,  was 
conducted  has  been  pulled  down,  and  the  prescription- 
business  transferred  to  Mr.  Elton,  Endsleigh  Gardens,  N.W. 


124  Southampton  Kow,  now  Demolished. 

In  future  Messrs.  Morson  will  confine  themselves  to  their 
wholesale  and  manufacturing  business,  which  is  carried  on  in 
separate  premises  on  the  other  side  of  Southampton  Row.  gp] 
~  The  closing  of  this  well  known  pharmacy  is  not  without 
significance.  The  founder  of  the  business  was  Mr.  T.  N.  R. 
Morson,  who  about  1821  took  over  the  business  of  Mr. 
Morley,  at  65  Fleet  Market,  now  called  Farringdon  Street. 
Mr.  Morson  had  been  apprenticed  to  a  former  proprietor,  Mr. 
Dunn.  The  fact  has  often  been  told  in  the  C.  <%■  D.  that 
Mr.  Morson  was  the  first  to  make  sulphate  of  quinine  and 
morphine  on  a  commercial  scale  in  England.  The  following 
is  a  reprint  of  a  price-list  which  Mr.  Morson  issued  in 
1822  of  several  recently-introduced  alkaloids  and  active 
principles : — 

List  of  New  Chemical  Preparations  employed  as 
Medicines. 


Sulph.  quinine 
Morphia 

Acetate  of  morphia  . 
Sulphate  of  morphia 
Iodine  ... 

Hydriodate  of  potass. 
Strychnine 
Emetine 
Brucine 
Veratrine 
Gentianine 
Lupuline. 
Tr.  of  lupuline. 
Tr.  of  croton  tiglium. 
Oil  of  croton  tiglium. 
Alcoholic  ext.  of  mix  vomica. 
Ext.  of  opium,  deprived  of  narcotine. 
65  Fleet  Market,  1822. 


40s.  per  oz. 
18s.  per  di', 
18s.  per  dr. 
18s.  per  dr. 

7s.  per  oz. 

9s.  per  oz. 
25s.  per  dr. 
10s.  per  dr. 
30s.  per  dr. 
30s.  per  dr. 
20s.  per  dr. 


T.  Morson. 


Mr.  Morson  was  then  only  a  young  man  as  he  was 
born  in  1800.  In  1826  he  moved  to  Southampton  Row — 
No.  19  it  was  then,  but  a  subsequent  re-numbering  made 
it  124.  In  the  laboratory  behind  the  shop  the  experimental 
work  which  led  to  the  manufacture  of  English  creosote 
(which  has  always  been  associated  with  the  name 
of  Morson)  was  done.  It  was  here  large  quantities  of 
morphine  and  quinine  were  made.  One  of  our  illustrations 
shows  the  interior  of  this  historic  laboratory  ;  it  is  from  a 
contemporary  water-colour  painting.  The  youthful  innocent 
posing  by  the  side  of  the  furnace  was  Mr.  Morson's  first 
apprentice.  Works  for  the  manufacture  of  creosote  were 
afterwards  erected  in  Hornsey  Road,  and  later  this  branch 
of  technique  was  amalgamated  with  the  alkaloid-factory  at 
Sumersfield  Works,  Homerton. 

Mr.  T.  N.  R.  Morson,  it  need  scarcely  be  said,  was  a  founder 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  was  twice  President,  the 
first  time  in  1848-49,  and  afterwards  in  1859-61.  The 
business  at  124  Southampton  Row  was  at  that  time  in  its 
zenith,  as  its  location  was  a  fashionable  residential  quarter 
of  London.  Mr.  Morson's  house  was  often  visited  by  such 
eminent  men  as  Faraday,  Graham,  Bowerbank,  Robert 
Brown,  and  Edward  Forbes.  Three  dispensers  were  kept  con- 
stantly at  work  all  day  ;  and  after  tea,  which  was  the  busiest 
part  of  the  day,  two  extra  dispensers  were  generally  required 
to  finish  the  work  in  hand  before  closing-time — 9  P.M.  It 
might  be  mentioned  here  that  it  was  not  the  custom  before 
the  passing  of  the  1868  Act  to  keep  prescription-books,  and 
customers  had  to  bring  their  prescriptions  for  "repeat."  The 
rule  was  that  when  any  unusual  or  active  drug  was  ordered 
a  note  was  to  be  kept  of  it,  which  of  course  was  made  com- 
pulsory under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Mr.  T.  N.  R.  Morson  lived  over  the  shop  in  those  days,  and 
continued  to  do  so  till  the  marriage  of  his  son  (Mr.  T. 
Morson),  when  he  removed  to  a  house  which  he  had  bought 
in  Queen's  Square. 

The  elder  Mr.  Morson  died  in  1874,  in  his  75th  year.  His 
son  (Mr.  T.  Morson,  the  present  head  of  the  firm)  is  in  his 
75th  year,  but  still  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  business  ; 


Morsons'  Laboratory  in  1826. 

but  the  onus  falls  on  his  two  sons  and  Mr.  Taubman, 
who  has  been  with  the  firm  for  over  forty  years. 

Although  the  pharmacy  which  has  vanished  did  not  rank 
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in  age  with  several  others  in  the  metropolis,  many  men  who 
have  taken  a  prominent  place  in  British  pharmacy  have 
passed  a  period  of  probation  in  it,  and  not  a  few  are  still 
alive  to  whom  this  note  has  a  personal  interest. 


a  tropical  Galfc* 


IN  these  days  pessimists  are  rather  apt  to  imagine  that  the 
talk  about  British  interests  in  remote  parts  of  the  world 
is  so  much  froth,  but  that  idea  is  soon  got  rid  of  when  we 
come  in  contact  with  our  confreres  from  across  the  seas. 
We  then  get  to  know  that  their  interests  are  our  interests, 
that  as  men  of  business  they  are  superior  in  enterprise  to  the 
average  pharmacist  at  home,  and  there  is  a  "  go "  about 
them  which  comes  either  from  colonial  freedom,  or  from  the 
fact  that  in  many  instances  they  are  thrown  into  circum- 
stances which  make  them  commercial  pioneers. 

During  this  summer  an  unusual  number  of  our  colonial 
subscribers  have  called  at  42  Cannon  Street,  and  we  have 
had  many  pleasant  chats  in  regard  to  future  business.  One 
of  the  most  recent  callers  was  Mr.  Harold  Smart,  the  senior 
partner  of  Messrs.  Smart  &  Copley,  pharmacists,  of  Bulawayo. 
He  had  spent  a  couple  of  months  at  his  old  home  in  Cam- 
bridge, recruiting 
after  the  rather 
hard  nine  months 
that  Bulawayo  peo- 
ple went  through 
during  the  Trans- 
vaal trouble.  They 
say  in  Bulawayo 
that  during  the 
first  nine  months 
of  the  war  they  had 
"all  the  siege  con- 
ditions with  none 
of  the  fun."  Food- 
stuffs were  almost 
as  expensive  as  they 
were  in  Kimberley, 
half-a-crown  being 
no  uncommon  price 
for  a  perfectly  fresh 
egg,  and  as  Mata- 
bele  hens  are  rather 
of  the  bantam  type, 
it  required  a  few  of 
the  eggs  to  give  a 
fair  start  to  a  meal. 
Mr.  Smart  went 
out  to  South  Africa  immediately  after  the  Jameson  Raid, 
and  has  been  four  years  in  business  in  Bulawayo  with 
Mr.  Dawn  Copley  as  partner.  They  have  two  stores  in 
Bulawayo,  the  last  one  to  be  opened  being  quite  up  to 
date  in  matters  of  fittings,  as  the  illustration  that  was 
published  in  the  last  Winter  Number  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  well  shows.  The  trade  in  Bulawayo  is  pretty 
good  ;  it  will  be  much  better  as  soon  as  the  country  recovers 
from  the  rinderpest  which  decimated  the  cattle.  The 
country  is  a  magnificent  cattle-raising  one,  and  good  for 
crops,  too,  but  it  needs  a  thorough  scheme  of  irrigation. 
There  is  plenty  of  rain  in  the  country,  but  there  are  long 
periods  of  drought,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  some 
scheme  of  water-storage.  The  climate  is  magnificent  in 
most  parts  that  have  been  opened  up  by  the  whites.  As 
Bulawayo  has  been  practically  cut  off  from  the  outside  world 
since  October  9,  1899,  there  has  in  consequence  been  none  of 
the  coming  to  and  fro  that  generally  characterises  that 
busy  business  centre,  and  things  have  been  dull.  One  of 
the  chemists  has  shut  up  and  gone  to  Gwelo,  thus  indicating 
that,  if  anything,  the  town  is  over-supplied  with  drug-stores. 

While  at  home  Mr.  Smart  did  a  good  deal  of  business  and 
took  out  with  him  two  of  Matthews's  soda-fountains,  one  for 
each  of  his  stores.  He  expects  to  do  quite  a  good  business 
with  them,  because  anything  in  the  nature  of  thirst- 
quenchers  is  much  appreciated  out  there,  and  there  is  a 
splendid  field  for  supplying  colonials  with  non-intoxicating 
drinks.    We  were  interested  to  learn  from  Mr.  Smart  that  the 


Mr.  Harold  W.  Smakt. 


aerated  water  for  the  fountains  will  be  made  upon  the 
premises  from  liquefied  carbonic-acid  gas  imported  from 
England.  His  only  difficulty  will  be  in  regard  to  ice,  which 
is  a  rather  expensive  commodity  out  there,  but  he  expects  to 
solve  that  difficulty  by  means  of  a  Linde  apparatus.  Another 
branch  of  business  which  is  a  remarkably  strong  feature  in 
Bulawayo  pharmacy  is  the  photographic  department.  The 
possibilities  of  this  are  so  good  that  Mr.  Smart  has  engaged 
an  expert  assistant,  who  will  devote  his  whole  time  to  the 
photographic  department  alone.  It  will,  of  course,  include 
the  usual  optical  goods.  What  Mr.  Smart  had  to  say  in 
regard  to  this  matter  entirely  corroborated  what  we  have 
heard  from  other  chemists  in  the  colonies.  The  accurate 
fitting  of  spectacles  is  getting  to  be  thoroughly  appreciated, 
and  in  the  colonies,  as  at  home,  there  is  no  better  place  than 
the  chemist's  shop  for  this  to  be  done, 

As  to  the  future  of  Rhodesia  Mr.  Smart  was  quite  con- 
fident. He  did  not  think  that  there  will  be  any  boom,  or 
that  there  is  any  reason  for  such  a  thing,  but  the  fact  cannot 
be  overlooked  that  seven  gold  reefs  pass  right  through 
Rhodesia,  and  the  best  of  the  seven  is  about  half  as  good  as 
the  Transvaal's  single  reef.  But  future  developments  will 
not  lie  solely  in  that  direction.  Rhodesia  can  supply  South 
Africa  with  beef,  and  that  is  the  line  which  Mr.  Smart  thinks 
is  sure  to  do  well,  especially  as  it  falls  in  with  the  native's 
disposition.  Cattle  a  Matabele  knows  the  value  of  ;  so  many 
go  for  a  wife,  and  the  more  wives  he  has  the  better  he  loves 
life.  The  labour  question  is  rather  serious,  as  the  Matabele 
are  lazy,  and  the  other  tribes  will  not  live  where  the  Matabele 
are  on  account  of  the  quarrelling.  In  a  few  years,  however, 
these  conditions  will  be  considerably  modified,  for  the 
younger  generation  that  is  growing  up  will  be  made  to 
appreciate  the  conditions  of  civilisation,  and  as  cattle 
increase  in  number  there  will  be  a  return  of  the  trading 
which  characterised  the  colony  in  its  earliest  days. 


Estimation  of  Chloroform. 


LAST  year  Mr.  Vernon  Harcourt,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Chemical  Society  (C.  %  D.,  November  11,  1899)  gave 
the  details  of  a  trustworthy  method  of  estimating  chloroform 
in  air.  The  method  was  to  put  a  few  c.c.'s  of  warm  water 
with  the  chloroform  and  air  in  a  flask,  and  decompose  the 
chloroform  by  an  incandescent  platinum  wire,  hydrochloric 
acid  and  carbon  dioxide  being  formed.  Dr.  James  Edmunds 
communicates  to  the  Lancet  a  method  of  estimating  chloro- 
form in  the  blood,  secretions,  or  organs  of  animals  anaesthe- 
tised with  chloroform,  which  is  rapid  and  precise.  Dr. 
Edmunds  prefers  to  determine  the  chlorine  resulting  from 
the  decomposition  of  the  chloroform,  the  weight  of  which 
being  accurately  determined,  multiplication  by  the  factor 
1-12314  gives  the  weight  of  the  chloroform.  The  disruption 
is  managed  by  adding  less  than  half  the  permanganate 
equivalent  of  chloroform  to  a  solution  made  by  dissolving 
3T37  grammes  of  potassium  permanganate  and  55  71 
grammes  of  potassium  hydrate  in  sufficient  water  to  make 
1  litre.  On  heating  chloroform  to  100°  C.  in  such  solution 
disruption  takes  place  almost  at  once,  but  a  lower  tempera- 
ture and  longer  period  are  preferable.  Care  must  be  taken 
to  prevent  loss  of  chloroform  by  volatilisation.  When  the 
reaction  is  complete  the  purple  colour  and  the  permanganate 
changes  to  the  bluish-green  colour  of  the  manganate.  _  When 
quite  cold  the  solution  is  decolorised  by  the  addition  of 
decinormal  solution  of  sodium  sulphite,  filtered  and  made  up 
to  a  definite  volume.  The  potassium  chloride  is  estimated 
in  the  filtrate. 


The  Hungarian  Government  is  enforcing  the  law  pro- 
hibiting the  illegal  advertising  of  patent  medicines  and 
specialities  of  home  or  foreign  make,  by  simply  confiscating 
all  offending  newspapers,  periodicals,  and  almanacs. 

"  Con  "  is  the  word  that  Mr.  Martindale  happily  uses  in 
regard  to  the  new  edition  of  The  Art  of  Dispensing.  "Every 
dispenser  ought  to  con  it,"  he  says — i.e.,  know  it  in  the  sense 
of  reading  it  and  learning  from  it.  Mr.  Martindale's  authority 
in  such  matters  is  the  best. 
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pharmaceutical  JEramfnaUons. 


THE  following  is  a  list  of  the  successful  candidates  at 
the  October  Examinations  in  Edinburgh. 

Major. 

One  candidate  examined  and  passed. 

Hill,  John  Stableford. 

Minor. 

Eighty-seven  candidates  were  examined,  and  the  following 
thirty-five  passed : — 


Alexander,  Robert 
Brown,  George  Watson 
Chisholm,  Alexander  Mcintosh 
Christie,  James 
Clark,  Cicero  Smith 
Duckworth,  Herbert  Kingsley 
Farquhar,  James 
Fowlie,  Alexander 
Francis,  Edward  Saunders 
Graham,  Edwin 
Henderson,  John  McGregor 
Henderson,  Robert 
Hogg,  John  Alec 
Innes,  Joseph  Green 
Irvine,  Charlotte 
Jack,  William  John 
Johnston,  John  Forbes 
Little,  William  Penrice 


Lowes,  Herbert 
MacDonald  Angus 
McGillivray,  James 
Mcintosh,  Fletcher  Menzies 
McNeill,  John  Lucas 
Mangan,  George  Webster 
Melville,  William  Lawrie 
Napier,  Duncan  Scott,  jun. 
Philips,  James  Glen 
Ross,  David  Aird 
Silson,  Richard  Townsend 
Strachan,  James  Emslie 
Teiffel,  Leonard  John 
Thomson,  Robert 
Watson,  John 
Williams,  William  Richard 
Worthington,  James  Proe 


THE  EDINBURGH  MINOR. 
A  Candidate's  Expedience. 

On  the  eventful  day  I  was  first  sent  to  practical  pharmacy. 
Lunan  took  me  in  hand  and  gave  me  this  work  to  do  :  — 

Make  six  belladonna  suppositories. 

Pil.  rhei  co  gr.  iiss. 

Pil.  coloc.  c,  hyos.    ...       ...       ...    gr.  iiss. 

M.    Ft.  pil. 

Tales  xij.  in  argento. 


Mi- 


Cocain. 

Paraffini  mollis 
M.    Ft.  ung. 


1  per  cent. 
3ss. 


Make  4  fl.  oz.  liq.  plumbi  subacet.  fort. 
Bismuth,  carb.        ...       ...       ...  5>j- 

Sodii  bicarb.  ...       ...       ...       ...  5ij- 

Spt.  chlorof  5ij- 

Mucil.  tragac.    q.s. 

Aquse  ad   §vj. 

M. 

The  suppositories  came  out  all  right,  and  I  had  little  trouble 
with  the  pills.  The  mixed  powders  are  provided  for  pil.  rhei  co. 
and  pil.  coloc.  co.,  and  in  both  cases  I  calculated  3  of  the  powder 
equal  to  4-  of  pill.  The  only  difficulty  was  that  the  total  mass 
weighed  less  than  a  drachm,  but  I  made  it  up  with  liquorice  powder, 
so  that  the  pills  weighed  exactly  5  gr.  each,  and  were  of  a  nice 
consistence  for  silvering.  For  the  ointment  I  used  oleic  acid  to 
dissolve  the  cocaine,  which  the  examiner  said  was  correct.  Taking 
2h  gr.  cocaine  and  7A  gr.  oleic  acid  I  added  240  gr.  soft  paraffin, 
and  then  weighed  off  243  gr.  I  pointed  out  to  the  examiner  that 
tragacanth  was  apt  to  cause  a  hard  deposit  with  bismuth,  and  I 
would  prefer  to  leave  it  out  altogether,  and  he  replied  that  I  could 
do  as  I  pleased  in  that  matter.  The  liquor  plumbi  presented  no 
difficulty,  and  Mr.  Lunan,  who  throughout  had  been  exceedingly 
kind,  seemed  satisfied  with  my  work. 

In  the  afternoon  I  was  under  Dr.  Dobbin,  who  first  asked  me  to 
estimate  the  KHO  in  a  solution,  which  I  did.  A  powder  was 
then  given  me,  and  I  returned  it  correctly  as  calcium  carbonate 
and  strontium  nitrate.  I  was  then  told  to  take  a  sp.  gr.,  but 
had  not  quite  finished  when  time  was  up.  On  handing  in  my 
report  Dr.  Dobbin  cross-examined  me  on  some  points  connected 
with  my  volumetric  work,  but  I  was  able  to  satisfy  him. 

On  the  second  day  I  was  first  sent  to  chemistry,  where  Mr. 
Tocher  showed  me  a  barometer,  asked  all  about  its  construction  and 
use,  how  it  indicated  variation  in  atmospheric  pressure,  how  these 
variations  were  caused,  and  what  they  meant.  The  principle  of 
the  construction  of  the  balance,  which  I  said  was  a  lever  of  the 


first  order,  was  gone  into,  and  I  had  then  to  explain  Victor 
Meyer's  process  for  determining  vapour-densities.  The  pro- 
duction of  glycerin  was  discussed,  and  I  was  asked)  to  give 
equations  showing  the  reactions  that  took  place  in  the  decom- 
position of  olein  and  stearin.  I  was  asked  the  preparation  of 
sodium,  potassium,  and  phosphorus,  and  all  about  the  oxides  and 
oxy-acids  of  the  last  element,  and  was  required  to  give  a  full 
account  of  the  extraction  of  iron  and  the  chemistry  of  that  metal. 

In  prescription-reading  Mr.  Lunan  gave  me  some  English 
directions  and  a  prescription  to  translate  into  Latin,  and  there- 
after I  had  to  read  a  number  of  prescriptions  in  unabbreviated 
Latin.  None  of  these  were  very  difficult,  and  I  managed  to  spot 
some  overdoses.  After  he  had  run  over  a  number  of  doses  Mr. 
Lunan  encouraged  me  by  saying  I  had  done  very  well.  From 
there  I  was  passed  on  to  Mr.  Davidson,  who  gave  me  a  very  com- 
prehensive examination  in  pharmacy.  I  was  asked  to  define  sub- 
limation and  give  official  substances  prepared  by  its  use.  Of 
these  I  mentioned  camphor,  iodine,  sulphur,  and  benzoic  acid. 
I  had  to  give  full  details  of  the  preparation  of  camphor  and  of 
iodine,  with  the  sources  of  the  latter,  kelp  and  Chili  saltpetre, 
and  the  process  for  obtaining  benzoic  acid  both  from  benzoin 
and  artificially.  Desiccation  was  next  taken  up,  and  I 
had  to  explain  all  about  this  and  the  drying  of  drugs, 
drying-ovens,  and  why  certain  limits  of  temperature  were 
necessary ;  the  difference  between  desiccation  and  exsiccation, 
examples  of  the  latter,  of  which|I  gave  dried  sulphate  of  iron,  sodium 
carbonate,  and  alum.  Was  it  ammonia  alum  or  potash  alum  that 
was  dried,  and  why  ?  Why  was  the  temperature  kept  at  212°  in 
drying  ferrous  sulphate  ?  Turning  to  galenic  pharmacy,  I  was 
asked  about  preparation  of  acetum  scillas,  vin.  ipecac,  with 
strength  of  alkaloid;  decoctions  and  how  to  prepare  them, 
difference  between  them  and  infusions,  how  infusions  were  made, 
strength  and  dose  of  inf.  digitalis,  why  calumba  and  quassia 
infusions  were  made  with  cold  water,  how  tr.  opii  was  made,  and 
a  detailed  explanation  of  the  process  for  standardising  it. 
Various  strengths  of  potent  preparations  were  then  asked,  con- 
cluding a  very  long  and  searching  examination. 

Materia  medica  was  the  next  subject,  and  Mr.  Frazer  showed 
me  belladonna  root.  How  did  I  know  it?  A  large  number  of 
leaves  were  shown,  and  the  only  one  I  missed  was  belladonna.  I 
explained  that  recognition  was  difficult,  as  the  specimen  was  so 
much  broken  up,  and  described  the  characters  of  the  whole  leaf. 
Capsicum-fruits  were  shown,  and  some  dried  juices,  including 
catechu  and  cutch,  the  production  of  which  I  had  to  describe. 
In  most  of  these  I  had  to  give  full  particulars  of  source  and 
active  principles. 

Botany  was  my  last  subject,  and  here  I  found  myself  face  to 
face  with  Mr.  Jack.  Two  slides  were  given  me  to  recognise,  and 
both  I  correctly  referred  to  the  pine,  the  resin-cells  being 
prominent.  Shown  a  branch,  I  was  asked  to  describe  it  in  detail  \ 
and  inflorescence,  lenticels,  corky  layer,  assimilation,  transpira- 
tion, and  the  functions  of  scaly  leaves  were  all  asked  about.  I 
had  then  to  refer  a  composite  plant  to  its  natural  order,  and 
describe  the  flower. 

This  finished  the  examination,  and  in  due  time  I  was  told, 
much  to  my  relief,  that  I  had  passed.  I  found  the  examination 
to  be  fairly  stiff,  and  all  the  examiners  treated  me  very  well. 

A.  M.  (212/40.) 


The  exports  of  chillies  from  British  Central  Africa  have 
greatly  increased  in  value,  and  during  1899  nearly  19,000 lbs. 
were  exported.  It  is  probable  that  this  amount  will  be  much 
increased  next  year,  as  it  is  found  that  chillies  are  an 
article  which  pays  for  export. 

The  Standard  Weights  of  Ancient  Rome. — The  ex- 
cavations that  have  been  in  progress  for  some  months  past 
upon  the  site  of  the  ancient  Forum  at  Rome  have  resulted 
in  the  discovery  of  three  weights  of  20,  30,  and  100  Roman 
lbs.  dating  from  at  least  two  centuries  before  our  era. 
These  weights,  which  are  of  irregular  elliptical  form,  are 
of  dark-green  marble  and  are  provided  with  a  bronae  handle. 
In  the  opinion  of  Signor  Giacomo  Boni,  who  is  superin- 
tending the  excavations,  these  are  the  most  ancient 
specimens  of  standard  Roman  weights  known,  and,  since 
they  are  perfectly  well  preserved,  without  the  least  fracture, 
they  will  permit  archEeologists  to  re-establish  the  entire 
metrology  of  primitive  Rome.  They  have  already  been 
compared  with  the  weights  now  in  use,  and  it  has  been 
found  that  the  ancient  Latin  pound  was  exactly  325 
grammes  (10  oz.  75  gr.).  The  weights,  moreover,  are  well 
proportioned  according  to  the  numerical  indications  that 
are  engraved  upon  the  stone  and  that  are  still  legible. 
The  20-lb.  weight  represents  exactly  two-thirds  that  of  the 
30-lb.  one  and  one-fifth  of  the  largest,  which  weighs  30  kilos. 
250  grammes  (about  66|  lbs.). 
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Observations  ano  "Reflections. 

By  Xraysbe. 

So  the  War  Notes  of  the  C.  4'  D.  are  ended.  It  is  a 
good  sign,  and  one  which,  all  of  us  hope,  will  prove  to  have 
been  justified.  But  there  will  certainly  be  a  general  desire 
to  see  some  more  of  the  gallant  young  fellows  from  our  ranks 
who  have  been  risking  their  lives  in  Africa  during  the  past 
year.  Can  we  not  give  them  a  dinner  or  some  sort  of  public 
reception  in  the  course  of  this  winter  1  Many  of  us  who 
could  not  or  dared  not  emulate  their  pluck  would  still  like 
to  pay  their  courage  the  tribute  of  a  hearty  cheer.  And 
there  is  another  reason  why  we  should  not  forget  them.  It 
is  hinted  at  in  the  C.  Sj-  D.  comments  last  week.  There  is  to 
be  a  thorough  investigation,  and  perhaps  a  reform  of  the 
War  Office  administration.  It  is  for  us  to  see  whether  we 
can  establish  a  claim  for  a  more  satisfactory  recognition  of 
pharmaceutical  services  by  the  army  authorities  than  now 
exists.  At  present  there  is,  in  fact,  none.  This  is  peculiar 
to  Great  Britain.  In  all  European  armies  there  is  a  regular 
hierarchy  of  pharmacists,  and,  I  believe,  in  the  Indian 
Mutiny  the  medical  compounders  and  keepers  of  medical 
stores  ranked  with  commissioned  officers.  It  is  certainly 
the  duty  of  those  who  control  pharmacy  in  this  country — their 
duty  to  the  nation  as  well  as  to  their  licentiates— to  acquire 
an  exact  acquaintance  with  all  the  facts  concerning  army 
compounding,  and  to  press  for  the  adoption  of  such  condi- 
tions as  are  just  and  reasonable.  We  do  not  yet  brand 
nations  as  uncivilised  because  they  go  to  war ;  perhaps  the 
time  may  come  when  we  shall  do  so.  But  certainly  it  is 
characteristic  of  an  uncivilised  nation  to  go  to  war  without 
making  the  best  possible  provision  for  the  comfort  and  cure 
of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers. 

#  *  *  * 

The  New  Parliament  will  start  on  its  career  with  but 
very  shadowy  ideas  of  its  duties  towards  pharmacy.  The 
few  candidates  who  could  have  enlightened  it  are  mostly 
among  the  "  casualties."  Sir  James  Haslett  will  alone 
represent  the  drug-trade  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  it  is 
not  certain  that  his  sympathies  are  altogether  with  us  on 
this  side  of  the  Irish  Sea.  Mr.  John  Morley,  Lord  Hugh 
Cecil,  and  a  few  other  M.P.s  write  nicely  enough  to  their 
pharmaceutical  correspondents,  but  it  would  be  unwise  to  ex- 
pect much  from  them  in  the  way  of  initiative.  Mr.  Alexander 
Cross,  once  fined  for  selling  arsenical  honey  for  horticultural 
purposes,  and  who  so  persistently  blocked  the  last  Pharmacy 
Bill,  is  in  again ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Duckworth, 
from  the  Boots'  board,  has  fallen.  One  cause  of  thankful- 
ness may  be  found  in  the  circumstance  that  the  Southport 
chemists  did  not  interview  their  candidates  at  this  election. 
It  would  have  been  decidedly  unfortunate,  in  the  opinion  of 
some  of  us,  if  Mr.  George  Ball,  who  seems  to  be  a  prominent 
spokesman  of  the  Southport  Association,  had  led  so  shrewd 
an  advocate  as  Mr.  Marshall  Hall  to  believe  that  chemists  were 
disposed  to  be  as  reckless  with  their  property  as  he  himself 
is.  "  Most  certainly  the  widows'  clause  ought  to  go,"  says 
Mr.  Ball ;  that  is  to  say,  we  are  to  abandon,  for  no  purpose 
whatever  and  on  nobody's  demand,  a  provision  which  has 
enabled  hundreds  of  decent  businesses  to  be  kept  together, 
and  without  which,  so  long  as  death  is  an  inevitable  acci- 
dent in  this  world,  no  Pharmacy  Act  could  remain  on  the 
statute-book  for  a  year. 

*  *         *  * 

The  Prescription-book  Aphorisms  quoted  last  week 
from  Messrs.  Kouse  Brothers  are  good.  Most  people  are  far 
too  economical  with  their  prescription-books,  and,  for  that 
matter,  with  other  books  too.    The  value  and  comfort  of 


noting  things  in  their  proper  places  for  future  reference  can 
only  be  appreciated  by  those  who  have  had  experience  of 
doing  so  and  not  doing  so.  The  aphorism  I  would  like  to 
add  is  that  chemists  should  use  their  prescription-books 
much  more  freely  than  many  of  them  do.  Some  regard  them 
almost  as  sacred  books,  and  object  to  copy  anything  into  their 
pages  except  prescriptions  written  in  due  form  by  qualified 
physicians.  But  just  as  important  is  it  to  keep  a  record  of 
the  medicines  dispensed,  to  use  a  non-committal  expression, 
ex  tempore — in  plain  English,  prescribed  over  the  counter. 
The  law  requires  this  to  be  done  if  the  mixture  contains  a 
scheduled  poison,  and  if  the  copying  is  not  done  the  bottle 
must  bear  on  the  label  the  name  of  the  poison,  and  so  forth. 
But  besides  fulfilling  the  law  there  is  a  great  convenience  in 
keeping  copies  of  such'  formulas  in  all  cases.  How  often 
does  a  customer  ask  for  "  a  bottle  of  that  stuff  you  gave 
Mrs.  Smith  last  month  which  did  her  a  lot  of  good,"  and 
you  have  utterly  forgotten  all  about  it,  or  perhaps  you  are 
not  in  and  your  assistant  has  to  guess  at  what  you  may 
have  given  ?  A  regular  system  of  copying  all  such  pre- 
scriptions would  save  many  a  subsequent  difficulty. 

*  *  *  * 

Ledgers  likewise  are  often  too  carefully  economised, 
and  I  have  generally  noticed  that  it  is  the  most  accomplished 
and  experienced  bookkeepers  who  sin  most  in  this  matter. 
I  have  never  seen  a  ledger  used  in  a  big  business  which  did 
not  contain  a  section  of  "  sundry  accounts."  The  ordinary 
accountant  hates  to  open  a  ledger  account  unless  he  is  pretty 
certain  it  is  to  be  a  regularly  growing  one.  "  What  I  Open  an 
account  for  all  these  people  who  will  perhaps  never  have 
another  entry  ?  "  he  says.  "Why,  my  ledger  would  not  last 
half  the  time  it  does  now."  Perhaps  not,  and  so  much  the 
better.  Compare  the  cost  of  a  quarter  of  a  page  of  ruled 
paper  with  the  irritation  occasioned  and  time  wasted 
searching  through  pages  of  unindexed  sundries. 

n  The  Largest  Trade-sign  in  Yarmouth  was  on  Octo- 
ber 9  erected  for  Messrs.  Boots  over  the  front  of  their  Kegent 
Street  establishment.  It  is  forty-three  feet  in  length  and 
twelve  feet  wide."  I  quote  this  from  last  week's  "  Brevities." 
The  paragraph  reminds  me  of  "  the  huge  lath-and-plaster 
hat "  made  by  "  a  Hatter  in  the  Strand,"  which  Carlyle  saw 
perambulating  the  streets  of  London  on  wheels,  and  con- 
cerning which  he  moralised.  That  Hatter,  he  said,  "has  not 
attempted  to  make  better  hats,  as  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Universe  to  do,  and  as  with  this  Ingenuity  of  his  he  could 
very  probably  have  done  :  but  his  whole  industry  is  turned  to 
Persuade  us  that  he  has  made  such !  He,  too,  knows  that 
the  Quack  has  become  God.  Laugh  not  at  him,  O  reader  ; 
or  do  not  laugh  only.  He  has  ceased  to  be  comic  ;  he  is  fast 
becoming  tragic.  .  .  .  Every  man  his  own  trumpeter  ;  that 
is  to  a  really  alarming  extent  the  accepted  rule."  Poor 
Carlyle  ;  how  little  he  knew  compared  with  what  we  of  the 
end  of  his  century  know. 

*  *  *  # 

The  Definition  of  the  Business  of  a  pharmacist  which 
seems  to  be  causiDg  trouble  between  Mr.  Lord  Gifford  and 
one  of  his  critics — namely,  that  it  is  nine-tenths  trade  and 
one-tenth  profession— originated,  I  believe,  with  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist.  Mr.  Gifford  seems  eager  to  disown  it,  and 
the  paternity  of  the  phrase  is  apparently  regarded  in  some 
quarters  as  a  discredit.  I  do  not  understand  why.  It  may 
not  be  mathematically  accurate,  but  it  is  near  enough  for 
purposes  of  argument.  But  the  curious  feature  of  the  discus- 
sion based  upon  it  is  that  an  assumption  from  those  fractions 
has  been  argued  which  is  exactly  contrary  to  fact.  North- 
east Lancashire  asserts  that  legislation  does  not  and  should 
not  aim  to  protect  anything  but  the  one-tenth.  "  It  is  clear 
that  the  nine-tenths  are  outside  the  scope  of  legislation,"  says 
Mr.  Gifford.  They  are  not ;  the  Pharmacy  Act  does  not 
protect  dispensing  generally,  nor  counter-prescribing,  nor 
analysis,  and  these  are  the  principal  professional  parts~of  the 
business.  The  Act  protects  the  sale  of  poisons  only,  and  this 
is  a  trading  operation  simply. 
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SANITAS 

DISINFECTANTS 

ABSOLUTELY 

NON-POISONOUS 

and  may  therefore  be  retailed  free  of 
all  restrictions. 

THE  "SANITAS"  CO.,  Ld.,  Bethnal  Green,  LONDON, 

Manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of 
DISINFECTANTS  and  SANITARY  APPLIANCES. 
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€35- .  m.  MUAfFOBD 

FARRINGDON   ROAD,   LONDON.  E.C. 

No.  1  Finest  Pare 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

21/cwV 

Finest  Pore 
STARCH  POWDER 

18/.S.. 

No.  1  Pare 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

207owV 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pore 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/.SV 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA) 

21  /  owt. 

No.  2  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

21/ owt. 

Ho.  1  Finest  Pare 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/JwV 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

18/.wV 

Finest 
TART  ACID 

Lowst.Cur. 
Prices 

Finest  Pare 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/. 1 

Finest  Pare 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10if 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

1/-'lb- 

*  CAEEIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Station!  within  200  mllea  of  London 
(ox  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  ol  113  lb*, 
and  upwards  ol  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  delivered  free  on  tall 
London  at  above  prices. 

PUREST  m  ENGLAND. 


BOURNE 
TABLE 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
LITHIA,   POTASH,  LEMONADE 
GINGER  ALE,  &e. 


Supplied  in  Six  Dozen 
Oases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 


Analysis,  &c.,  on 
Application. 
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Can  be  obtained  from  all  Chemists, 
Grocers,  &c,  in  2-oz.  Tins,  7d., 
and  in  4-oz.  tins  Is. 


Oan  be 
obtained  from  all 
Chemists,  Grocers,  &c,  in  2-oz.  Tins, 
7d.,  and  in  4-oz.  tins,  Is. 
SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 

GEO.  NELSON,  DALE  &  CO.,  Ld. 

14  D0WCATE  HILL,  LONDON,  E.G. 


JEWSBURY  &  BROWN'S 

BY  ROYAL 
WARRANT  OF. 
APPOINTMENT 

TABLE  WATERS 

ARDWICK  GREEN,  MANCHESTER. 

3s.  6d.  NET.    POST  FREE,  3s.  9d. 

[THE  CHEMIST'S  COMPENDIUM, 

An  invaluable  Pocket  Book  of  Reference  for  Pharmacists.  A  complete 
I  Synopsis  of  the  New  British  Pharmacopoeia  (1898).  By  0.  J.  S.  Thompson. 
Second  Edition,  Revised.  [2] 

WHITTAKER  &  CO.,  Paternoster  Square,  LONDON,  E.C. 


R.  M.  MILLS  &  CO., 

BOURNE, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


WATERS     Ebitortal  Comments. 


West  End  Agents,  WHEATLET  &  SONS,  24  South  Audley  Street,  W 
And  of  all  Chemists,  Wine  Merchants,  Hotels,  &c. 


TYPHOID  FEVER. 

OFFICIAL   GOVERNMENT  STATEMENT: 
"  Wherever  the 

PASTEUR  (Chamberland)  FILTER 

has  been  Introduced 

TYPHOID  FEYER 

has  disappeared. " 

SOLE  LICENSEES  AND  MAKERS: 

J.  DEFRIES  &  SONS,  LTD., 146  taKEFE** 

West-end  Showrooms:  203  VICTORIA  ST.,  S.W. 


Retailers'  Risks. 

This  week's  adulteration  cases  deserve  the  special  attention 
I  of  our  readers.  The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  which 
!  came  into  force  this  year,  and  through  which  two  Govern- 
ment Departments  have  obtained  power  to  stimulate  local 
authorities  to  greater  activity  in  enforcing  the  provisions  of 
I  the  Acts  in  their  districts,  is  beginning  to  be  felt.  Still 
1  greater  activity  may  be  expected  in  the  near  future,  which 
is  sufficient  reason  why  all  retailers  should  keep  a  close 
watch  upon  current  cases,  and  look  to  what  is  done  in  their 
own  businesses  in  regard  to  implicated  articles. 

The  authority  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  is  beautifully 
illustrated  in  two  of  the  cases.     In  one  Mr.  Beck,  the 
!  solicitor  who  recently  in  a  North  London  Court  obtained  a 
promise  from  the  Magistrate  to  state  a  case  as  to  the  Pharma- 
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copoeia  being  the  standard  for  the  drugs  mentioned  therein, 
did  not  at  Oxford  in  an  arsenical  sodium -phosphate  case  think 
it  worth  while  to  question  the  authority  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia, but  frankly  admitted  that  it  was  the  standard  which 
chemists  and  druggists  adopted  for  sodium  phosphate. 
There  was  an  attempt  in  a  Gregory's  powder  at  Oxford  on 
the  same  day  to  dispute  the  B.P.'s  authority,  without  success. 
On  the  other  hand,  at  Gateshead,  on  October  17,  the  recent 
Leeds  decision  in  regard  to  "  magnesia"  sufficed  to  convince 
the  Magistrates  that  what  the  public  want  for  magnesia  is 
not  the  article  recognised  as  magnesia  by  the  Pharmacopoeia. 
All  this  may  at  first  sight  appear  conflicting,  but  it  is  really 
not  so,  because  the  Pharmacopoeia  is  almost  on  a  level  with 
the  public  analyst's  certificate — that  is,  pr-imS-facie  evidence 
of  the  facts  stated  therein,  except  the  contrary  be  proved. 
The  Pharmacopoeia  becomes  this  as  soon  as  the  prosecution  in 
any  case  puts  it  in  as  evidence.  Generally  it  is  the  best 
possible  evidence  of  facts,  because  it  is  produced  under 
authority  by  Act  of  Parliament,  is  gazetted,  and  its  standards 
are  adopted  by  manufacturers  and  retailers.  It  is  mere 
waste  of  time  to  attack  that  principle,  as  some  retailers  do 
through  their  advocates.  Mr.  Merson  in  his  letter  printed 
in  our  correspondence  section  just  escapes  falling  into  the 
same  error.  Where  the  energies  of  attack  should  be  con- 
centrated is  in  regard  to  individual  articles — for  example; 
magnesia  and  mercurial  ointment — about  which  there  is  grave 
doubt  as  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  standard  being  suited  to 
public  requirements.  In  such  cases,  which  are  taken  under 
Section  6  of  the  1875  Act,  the  evidence  should  be  directed 
to  show  that  the  article  sold  is  not  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  customer,  because  (1)  it  is  the  article  commonly 
demanded,  (2)  the  pharmacopceial  article  would  be  preju- 
dicial, and  (3)  authorities,  including  Pharmacopoeia  revisers, 
medical  practitioners,  and  pharmacists,  recognise  that  the 
B.P.  standards  for  certain  medicines  in  popular  use  are 
adapted  to  professional  requirements  without  regard  to  the 
public  demand.  Thus,  in  respect  to  magnesia,  it  is  unques- 
tionably the  fact  that  in  some  parts  of  the  country  light 
calcined  magnesia  is  the  article  sold  by  retailers,  and 
accepted  by  the  public  without  question  ;  but  the  much 
greater  proportion  of  "  magnesia "  sold  in  England  and 
Wales  by  the  pennyworth  is  light  magnesium  carbonate. 
This,  it  need  scarcely  be  said,  is  given  to  very  young  chil- 
dren as  a  corrective,  and  is  milder  in  action  and,  if  anything, 
more  effective  than  calcined  magnesia,  which  has  an  objec- 
tionable causticity.  The  Leeds  and  Gateshead  Magistrates 
were  convinced  of  these  facts,  and  gave  their  decisions 
accordingly,  without  in  the  least  derogating  the  Pharma- 
copoeia or  subverting  the  purpose  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts.  The  same  ought  to  apply  to  mercurial  oint- 
ment, because  the  kindred  preparation  of  the  Pharmacopoeia 
is  a  medicinal  article,  while  the  popular  mild  ointment  is 
used  for  sanitary  purposes,  and  if  the  official  ointment  were 
used  in  place  of  it  serious  injury  to  the  users  would  be 
frequent.  It  may  even  be  questioned  if  the  mild  ointment 
is  a  drug  at  all,  for  it  is  more  in  the  category  of  soap. 

It  may  be  argued  that  such  defences  bring  pharmacy  and 
the  Pharmacopoeia  into  disrepute  ;  for,  as  has  often  been  said 
by  magistrates  and  judges,  when  people  go  into  druggists' 
shops  they  expect  to  get  the  best  drugs,  which  the  Pharma- 
copoeia drugs  are.  To  this  we  agree  up  to  a  certain  point, 
but  the  administration  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts, 
and  hundreds  of  decisions  given  under  them,  demonstrate 
that  so  long  as  the  public  get  what  they  want  in  a  pure  state 
the  seller  does  his  duty.  Apart  from  this  is  a  consideration 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Merson— viz.,  the  disposition  of  some 
officers  to  use  the  Acts  as  a  weapon  of  offence.  It  must  be 
so  to  some  extent,  but  there  is  exhibited  occasionally  an 


entire  lack  of  consideration  of  all  the  issues  involved,  and 
too  facile  a  disposition  to  have  doubtful  things  settled  in 
court,  without  respect  to  the  reputation  for  the  traders.  The 
officers  might  take  some  other  means  of  acquainting  them- 
selves with  all  the  facts  in  regard  to  such  doubtful  things  as 
magnesia  and  mercurial  ointment,  and  perhaps  the  best 
plan  would  be  for  public  analysts  to  consult  with  independent 
authorities. 

While  dealing  with  this  subject  we  may  state  that  our 
Diary  for  1901  will  contain  a  carefully-prepared  digest  of 
the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  with  an  appendix  con- 
taining abstracts  of  many  hundreds  of  decisions  in  regard 
to  drugs,  as  well  as  most  legal  points.  The  objects  of  this 
treatise  are  (1)  to  make  the  law  quite  clear  ;  (2)  to  indicate 
the  methods  of  official  procedure ;  (3)  to  show  all  sellers 
how  they  should  proceed  when  the  Acts  are  brought  home  to 
them  individually;  and  (4)  by  means  of  the  abstracts  of 
cases  grouped  under  the  headings  of  medicinal  articles  and 
legal  points,  to  explain  those  lines  of  defence  which  have 
either  succeeded  or  failed  in  the  past.  In  view  of  the 
more  thorough  enforcement  of  the  Acts  this  monograph  will 
have  a  wider  interest  for  the  drug-trade  than  legal  treatises 
generally,  and  we  hope  it  will  make  the  forthcoming  Diary 
specially  valuable  to  present  and  prospective  subscribers  to 
The  Chemist  axd  Druggist. 


Alkaloidal  Antagonism. 

The  old-fashioned  belief  that  in  certain  drugs  Nature  has 
placed  principles  which  are  physiologically  antagonistic  to 
each  other  has  received  another  rude  shock  from  Professor 
C.  R.  Marshall  and  Dr.  H.  A.  D.  Jowett  in  their  papers  com- 
municated to  the  British  Medical  Association  on  the  alkaloids 
of  jabDrandi  and  their  physiological  action.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  therapeutists  have  taught  for  many  years 
that  the  jaborine  of  jaborandi  is  physiologically  antagonistic 
to  pilocarpine,  and  we  have  been  given  to  believe  that  the 
predominance  of  the  former  alkaloid  in  jaborandi  accounts 
for  the  feeble  activity  of  some  samples  of  the  drug. 
Similarly  we  have  been  taught  that  the  calabarine  of  Calabar 
beans  is  the  physiological  opposite  of  physostigmine.  These 
statements  still  occur  in  many  text-books.  In  the  case  of 
the  Calabar  bean  it  was  proved  more  than  a  dozen  years  ago 
that  there  is  no  alkaloid  in  it  corresponding  in  properties 
with  those  attributed  to  calabarine — in  fact,  calabarine  does 
not  exist.  It  is  now  more  than  a  year  since  Dr.  Jowett,  in  a 
revision  research  of  jaborandi,  discovered  that  the  so-called 
alkaloid  jaborine  is  non-existent,  and  that  the  article  placed 
upon  the  market  under  that  name  is  a  mixture  of  resin,  pilo- 
carpine, and  its  isomer  isopilocarpine.  Some  physiological 
research  was  needed  to  complete  the  work,  and  this  is  now 
provided  in  the  British  Medical  Association  papers.  These 
cover  the  physiological  action  of  jaborandi  itself,  and  of 
pilocarpine,  isopilocarpine,  and  pilccarpidine— the  last  an 
existing  principle,  but  now  practically  unobtainable,  because 
it  only  occurs  in  the  leaves  of  true  jaborandi,  which  are 
rarely  found  commercially.  Professor  Marshall  has 
ascertained  that  this  principle  is  so  slightly  active  that 
it  may  be  put  down  as  a  physiologically  inactive  sub 
stance.  Isopilocarpine  has  the  same  action  as  pilocarpine, 
but  it  is  only  an  eighth  to  a  tenth  as  strong.  The  jaborandi 
|  experiments  were  made  with  four  samples  of  liquid  extract. 
By  direct  alkaloidal  assay  these  seemed  to  be  fair  products, 
the  "  total  alkaloid  "  being  (1)  0  21,  (2)  0  34,  (3)  0'5,  and  (4) 
0  25  per  cent.,  but  the  crystalline  nitrate  obtainable  from 
them  was  nil  in  the  first  two  samples,  and  0  082  per  cent 
from  each  of  the  second  two — in  short,  the  "total  alkaloid  " 
consisted  chiefly  of  renn.    The  physiological  experiments 
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corroborated  the  feeble  activity  of  these  preparations.  They 
were  supplemented  by  personal  trials  on  Professor  Marshall 
himself.  He  took  doses  of  the  extracts,  and  found  them  to 
be  almost  valueless.  The  following  are  his  own  words  in 
respect  to  the  trials  : — 

Of  one  preparation  more  than  an  ounce  was  required  to  produce 
slight  salivation  in  twenty  minutes,  and  of  the  most  powerful 
85  minims ;  §  oz.  of  another  was  inactive.  These  results,  coupled 
with  the  experiments  on  animals,  prove  the  extreme  variability  of 
this  preparation,  and  cast  considerable  doubt  on  its  utility  as  a 
medicine.  Moreover,  its  inclusion  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  is  un- 
necessary. The  whole  therapeutic  activity  of  jaborandi-leaves  is 
due  to  the  pilocarpine  or  isopilocarpine  they  contain,  and  pre- 
parations which  cannot  be  standardised  with  accuracy  only 
contain  a  variable  proportion  of  these  with  alcohol  and  inert 
resinous  and  colouring  matters.  The  inactivity  of  the  prepara- 
tions seems  to  be  due  to  the  absence  of  pilocarpine,  and  not  to 
the  presence  of  an  antagonistic  alkaloid. 

This  discredit  of  galenical  preparations  of  jaborandi  will 
doubtless  receive  due  official  notice,  and  requires  no  em- 
phasis;  but  the  last  sentencj  of  the  paragraph  does.  The 
doctrine  of  natural  antagonism  has  been  accepted  by  thera- 
peutists far  too  complacently.  Intuition  without  experi- 
ment should  have  discredited  it ;  but  unfortunately  it  was 
confirmed  by  alkaloidal  work  done  in  the  sixth  and  seventh 
decades  of  this  century,  ard  much  of  that  work  has  been 
found  to  be  extremely  unreliable.  This  should  act  as  a 
stimulus  to  revision,  especially  in  those  cases  where  earlier 
workers  have  isolated  from  the  same  drug  two  ''alkaloids" 
which  are  physiologically  antagonistic  to  each  other.  From 
such  statements  it  may  be  confidently  surmised  that  the 
conditions  are  similar  to  those  discovered  by  Dr.  Jowett  in 
jaborandi. 


Science  in  Advertisement. 

This  does  not  refer  to  the  gentle  art  of  making  "  an  effective 
ad.,"  but  to  the  custom  which  has  grown  within  recent  years 
of  utilising  various  branches  of  scientific  research  for  ex- 
ploiting that  array  of  materia  medica  known  as  new 
remedies — a  term  fast  shrinking  into  an  appellation  for 
synthetic  products.  When  we  recall  the  great  number  of 
such  remedies  which  have  of  recent  years  appeared  and 
disappeared,  it  is  surprising  that  of  so  many  new  things 
brought  before  the  medical  profession  with  the  best  of 
scientific  recommendation,  so  few  remain  in  use  in  spite  of 
the  startling  properties  attributed  to  them.  When  synthetic 
remedies  were  introduced  it  was  recognised  that  prolonged 
physiological  and  therapeutical  investigations  were  necessary 
to  induce  the  general  practitioner  to  try  them.  While  it  is 
generally  admitted  that  such  trials  were  made  in  good  faith 
and  with  the  best  intentions,  yet  considering  the  increasing 
rapidity  with  which  new  remedies  are  invented  it  is  not 
surprising  that  in  many  cases  a  want  of  care  has  been  shown 
in  preliminary  experimenting,  owing  to  the  desire  of  manu- 
facturers to  be  first  in  the  market,  and  not  be  beaten  by 
competitors.  In  consequence  the  reports  accompanies 
each  new  article,  and  which  stamps  the  preparation  as  a 
anacea,  have  come  to  be  thought  somewhat  lightly  of — even 
disbelieved.  In  the  early  days  it  was  very  tempting  to  a 
physician  to  be  the  first  to  find  out  and  study  a  new  thera- 
peutic agent,  but  lately  that  honour  has  considerably  lost 
its  attractions,  and  many  reports  are  now  given  by  young 
medical  men  without  much  practical  experience  and  fresh 
from  the  university.  Besides,  there  are  individuals  who, 
when  studying  and  reporting  on  new  remedies,  regard  the 
honorarium  as  the  chief  consideration. 

In  this  country  the  giving  of  such  reports  by  medical 
practitioners  is  much  circumscribed,  chiefly  owing  to  the 
lestrictions  imposed  by  the  vivisection  law,  but  also  on 


account  of  the  doctrines  which  regulate  the  etiquette  of  the 
profession,  and  the  powers  which  the  General  Medical 
Council  possesses  in  dealing  with  unprofessional  conduct. 
These  circumstances  provide  one  reason  for  the  success  of 
those  enterprising  analysts  with  long  strings  of  letters 
to  their  names,  who  by  wholesale  touting  offer  their 
services  for  a  guinea  or  two  in  supplying  a  report,  bacterio- 
logical or  otherwise,  on  some  foodstuff,  drink,  or  disinfectant, 
pointing  out  that  a  well-worded  report  would  be  a  boon  to 
the  manufacturer  who  advertises  such  a  report.  Such 
practice  is  not  tolerated  by  the  analysts  as  a  body,  and  it  is 
well  known  that  the  price  of  an  analysis  for  publication 
from,  e.g.,  a  Fellow  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  is  raised  to 
a  fanciful  figure  for  the  express  purpose  of  discouraging 
such  use  of  reports.  While  that  condition  prevails  it  will  be 
open  for  the  cynic  to  say  that  reports  can  be  bought.  This, 
however,  by  the  way.  We  are  more  concerned  now  with 
scientific  reports  on  synthetic  products  which  come  to  us 
from  Germany,  and  about  the  origin  of  which  there  has 
been  growing  doubt  and  openly  expressed  contempt  in  this 
country.  The  meeting  of  scientists  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  to 
which  we  referred  recently,  had  a  discussion  on  the  matter, 
for  it  seems  that  German  scientists  are  becoming  ashamed  of 
the  practice  which  so  many  physiologists  and  pharmacologists 
have  encouraged.  The  matter  came  before  the  combined 
Medical  Sections.  Professor  His,  of  Leipsic,  opened  the 
discussion.  While  admitting  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  a  manufacturer  should  have  facilities  for  testing  the 
remedial  properties  of  a  new  preparation,  Professor  His  held 
that  the  report  should  be  given  by  a  physician,  physiologist, 
or  pharmacologist  to  the  manufacturer  for  his  private  in- 
formation and  guidance  only,  and  that  as  a  scientific  com- 
munication it  should  only  be  published  in  a  scientific  journal 
and  not  be  allowed  to  appear  in  the  advertisements  of  the 
daily  press  and  be  distributed  broadcast  to  the  public. 
Further,  Professor  His  would  make  it  impossible  for  a  medical 
man  to  give  reports  on  new  remedies  for  a  money  considera- 
tion. Professor  Kobert  pointed  out  that  restrictions  in  this 
respect  would  not  hurt  the  manufacturer,  in  whose  interest 
new  remedial  agents  should  certainly  be  investigated,  but 
only  in  the  proper  place  and  by  capable  individuals,  and  not 
by  young  inexperienced  persons.  Under  no  circumstances, 
moreover,  should  trials  be  made  on  patients,  until  the  article 
has  been  very  carefully  tested  by  experiments  On  animals. 
Professor  Kobert  therefore  recommended  the  establishment 
of  central  institutions  in  which  investigations  could  be 
undertaken  on  behalf  of  manufacturers,  who  would  thus  have 
at  their  disposal  a  much  easier  means  of  securing  an  inde- 
pendent trial  for  their  products,  and  if  they  possessed  real 
value  would  receive  a  recommendation  from  a  trustwoithy 
source.  Resolutions  were  passed  in  sympathy  with  these 
sentiments,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  try  to  give 
effect  to  them.  Until  that  committee  reports — indeed,  until 
the  independent  testing  institutions  are  a  fact — German 
reports  on  new  remedies  will  be  in  some  measure  under 
suspicion. 


THE  ELECTION. 

As  soon  as  Orcadians  and  Shetlanders  have  made  up  thsir 
minds  whether  a  Liberal  or  Liberal  Unionist  shall  represent 
them  in  St.  Stephen's  the  last  parliamentary  contest  of  the 
century  will  be  over.  We  have  little  else  to  say  in  regard 
to  it  than  that  Sir  John  Brunner,  Bart.,  one  of  the  few 
chemical-manufacturers  in  the  last  Parliament,  has  re- 
tained his  seat.  His  'son  has  to  nurse  Ihe  Hyde  division  of 
Cheshire  a  little  longer  before  he  is  acceptable  to  the 
electors  there,  and  Mr.  Winfrey,  the  solitary  pharmaceutical 
chemist  who  sought  parliamentary  honours,  is  also  amongst 
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the  rejected.  It  would  have  been  awkward  for  Bloomsbury 
if  Mr.  Winfrey  had  got  in.  He  is  an  extreme  Eadical,  and 
when  a  leader  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  was 
as  a  red  rag  to  the  Bloomsbury  bull.  We  observe  that 
Parliament  is  not  to  be  summoned  until  December, 

THE  TROUBLE  IN  CHINA. 

The  feature  of  the  past  week  in  regard  to  the  trouble  in 
China  is  the  splendid  letter  by  the  Times  correspondent 
(George  Ernest  Morrison,  M.B.,  CM.,  Edin.),  in  the  course 
of  which  we  find  the  following  paragraph  :— 

In  the  afternoon  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  foreign  drug-store  in 
the  native  city  outside  the  great  gate  of  the  Chien  Mf'n.  It  was 
the  work  of  "  Boxers,"  done  while  the  soldiers  were  looking  on. 
In  order  to  burn  the  foreign  drug-store  and  do  the  foreigners  a 
few  pounds'  worth  of  damage,  they  did  not  hesitate  to  jeopardise 
by  fire  property  worth  millions  of  pounds,  and  that  is  what 
happened.  Adjoining  buildings  took  fire,  the  flames  spread  to 
the  booksellers'  street,  and  the  most  interesting  street  in  China, 
filled  with  priceless  scrolls,  manuscripts,  and  printed  books,  was 
gutted  from  end  to  end.  Fire  licked  up  house  after  house,  and 
soon  the  conflagration  was  the  most  disastrous  ever  known  in 
China,  reducing  to  ashes  the  richest  part  of  Pekin.  the  pearl  and 
jewel  shops,  the  silk  and  fur,  the  satin  and  embroidery  stores,  the 
great  curio  shops,  the  gold  and  silver  shops,  the  melting-houses, 
and  nearly  all  that  was  of  the  highest  value  in  the  metropolis. 
Irreparable  was  the  damage  done. 

What  Dr.  Morrison  means  by  "foreign  drug-store"  we 
cannot  tell,  but  we  have  made  inquiries  at  Messrs.  A.  S. 
Watson  &  Co.'s  London  office,  and  learn  that  they  have  a 
branch  drug-store  at  Pekin  managed  by  natives,  but  they 
have  no  information  that  this  store  has  been  destroyed. 
The  London  manager  informs  us  that  during  the  operations 
at  Tientsin  their  branch  at  that  place  was  in  danger,  and 
the  native  staff  bolted,  leaving  the  place  to  the  European 
assistants,  one  of  whom  (Mr.  Buck)  has  been  mentioned  by 
the  authorities  as  having  displayed  great  coolness  while  under 
fire.  Messrs.  Watson  report  that  the  war  has  made  no 
material  difference  to  their  business.  If  anything,  demand 
for  drugs  and  medicines  has  been  stimulated  at  the  Treaty 
ports,  owing  to  the  military  and  naval  movements.  Of  this 
we  have  corroboration  from  a  Shanghai  correspondent  this 
week,  who  mentions  in  the  course  of  a  letter  (dated  Sep- 
tember 10),  "  We  have  plenty  of  work,  and  a  few  thousand 
troops  (British  Indians  chiefly)  to  protect  us  in  case  of 
trouble." 

WORTHLESS   ESSENTIAL  OILS. 

The  two  essential-oil  merchants  referred  to  by  a  corre- 
spondent last  week  are  still  at  their  game.  They,  however, 
caught  a  tartar  this  week,  for  they  unwittingly  called  on  a 
chemist  who  is  an  expert  analyst  of  essential  oils.  Their  modus 
operandi  is  to  drive  up  to  the  selected  victim  in  a  cab  in 
which  is  deposited  the  stuff  for  sale.  They  then  unfold  a 
plausible  tale,  the  Englishman  of  the  party  interpreting  for 
thej  Frenchman,  who  gives  the  name  of  Crispe.  They  pro- 
duce an  invoice  of  a  Grasse  firm,  which  does  not  exist,  and 
this  gives  these  prices  : — - 

Lavender,  Mitcham   120f.  per  kilo. 

Peppermint,  Mitcham         ...       ...      65f.  per  kilo. 

Otto  of  rose,  Mitcham   l,2C0f.  per  kilo. 

In  the  instance  under  notice  they  were  asked  how  the 
Mitcham  lavender  got  to  Grasse,  to  which  they  replied  that 
the  leaves  had  been  shipped  to  France.  They  were  open  to 
any  bid  for  the  stuff,  but  no  amount  of  persuasion  would 
induce  them  to  leave  the  goods  for  analysis,  as  they  wanted 
to  get  back  to  France,  having  found  London  too  expensive  a 
place.   They  preferred  to  do  a  cash  deal. 

INJUDICIOUS. 

A  subscriber  sends  us  a  copy  of  a  pamphlet  issued  by 
Messrs.  J.  J.  Griffin  &  Sons  (Limited),  of  Sardinia  Street,  E.C., 
to  advertise  the  "  Cartol "  series  of  developers  and  toners  for 
photographic  trade.  These  booklets  are  nicely  produced,  and 


are,  we  believe,  sent  to  chemists  for  distribution  amongst 
their  customers.  Nevertheless  the  following  passage  in  the 
introduction  is  not  calculated  to  secure  for  "  Cartols"  the 
great  good  will  of  many  chemists  : — 

Buying  at  odd  times  and  in  small  amounts  the  tyro  cannot  be 
sure  of  the  purity  of  his  chemicals,  nor  can  the  measurement  of 
minute  quantities  be  accomplished  without  excess  of  care  and 
deliberation.  How  frequently  may  not  disaster  be  traced  to 
ill-balanced  scales,  or  to  oxidised  chemicals  obtained  from  the 
small  chemist's  shop  ! 

To  infer,  as  this  paragraph  seems  to  do,  that  the  chemicals 
obtained  from  the  pharmacist  are  unreliable  is  bad  enough, 
but  to  ask  the  chemist  to  be  the  distributor  of  statements 
casting  reflection  on  his  own  business  seems  like  adding 
insult  to  injury. 

"TRUTH"  AND  POINTING. 

Another  letter  from  a  Truth  subscriber  regarding  Pointing, 
of  the  "  Espanola  Medicine  Company,"  233a  Regent  Street, 
is  printed  in  that  journal  this  week.  It  emanates  from  the 
same  address,  but  under  the  heading  of  the  "  Capillus 
Manufacturing  Company,"  and  reads  : — 

Dear  Madam, — Not  having  heard  from  you  to  the  contrary,  we 
assume  that  Capillus  has  been  successful  in  entirely  eradicating 
the  superfluous  hair  of  which  you  wrote  to  us  at  the  time  you 
decided  to  use  our  preparation.  As  we  mention  in  the  directions, 
we  occasionally  meet  with  cases  where  a  very  strong  growth  neces- 
sitates the  use  of  No.  2  Capillus.  This  is  required  where  the 
No.  1  is  effectual  only  in  removing  or  partly  destroying  the  hair, 
without  entirely  destroying  the  roots.  .  .  .  The  price  of  Capillus 
No.  2  is  12s.,  but  should  you  have  occasion  to  require  it,  we  shall 
be  pleased  to  send  it  to  you  for  half  that  amount — viz.,  6s. ;  but 
we  trust  that  the  disfigurement  is  in  your  case  removed  and  that 
your  trouble  is  at  an  end.  .  ,  . 

The  indignant  lady  who  received  this  effusion  states  that 
she  has  no  occasion  to  use  either  No.  1  or  No.  2  Capillus, 
and  even  if  she  did  she  would  rather  bear  the  "  moustache  " 
than  trust  a  quack  to  remove  it.  Truth  meanwhile  would 
not  be  surprised  should  an  irate  male  relative  of  some  lady 
to  whom  Pointing  has  directed  a  promiscuous  epistle  of  this 
description  visit  233a  Regent  Street  in  the  near  future,  and 
teach  the  writer  to  be  a  little  more  careful. 

MORE   ABOUT  BRITISH  TRADE. 

The  Board  of  Trade  Returns  which,  as  explained  last  week, 
show  that  the  export-medicine  trade  of  this  country  is  fairly 
healthy,  are  not  nearly  so  hopeful  for  British  trade  generally 
as  at  first  sight  they  appear  to  be.  The  increase  in  the 
imports  is  mainly  made  up  of  foodstuffs.  Raw  materials,  the 
food  for  our  factories,  in  most  cases  mark  declines.  The 
exports  in  September  last  were  better  by  more  than  two 
millions  sterling  than  in  September,  1899,  and  this  result  was 
attained  with  a  working-day  less  than  in  the  corresponding 
month.  With  an  equal  number  of  working-days  the  excess 
of  trade  would  have  been  nearly  3,000,000/.  when  compared 
with  September  of  last  year.  But  a  brief  examination  reveals 
the  fact  that  higher  prices  more  than  account  for  this 
difference.  Coal  exports,  to  begin  with,  amount  to  If  million 
more  in  value  but  only  a  trifle  more  in  quantity.  In  cotton, 
woollen,  and  iron  and  steel  goods  there  are  also  increases  in 
value,  but  serious  falls  in  quantity  ;  and,  added  to  all  this) 
there  is  an  item  of  \\  million  for  new  ships  exported  in  the 
September,  1900,  figures,  and  that  is  a  line  that  never  appeared 
in  the  returns  before  this  year.  If  prices  had  been  even  and 
the  comparison  exact,  last  September  exports  would  have 
shown  a  drop  of  at  least  2,000.000/.  instead  of  an  increase  to 
that  amount.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  our 
trade  is  contracting.  This  is  the  almost  necessary  result  of 
the  inflated  prices  which  have  prevailed.  The  one  hope  for 
renewed  activity  lies  in  the  prospect  of  a  wave  of  prosperity 
in  South  Africa  when  commercial  operations  are  renewed  in 
our  new  colonies  there. 
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Scientific  progrese. 


Mexican  Vanilla. — According  to  Zemcke,  six  different 
varieties  of  vanilla  are  found  in  Mexico,  known  locally  as  Vanilla 
mansa,  cimarrona,  mestiza,  pompona,  pwerco,  and  mono.  Of 
these  the  only  ones  cultivated  are  mama  and  pompona.  These 
appear  from  a  careful  examination  to  be  identical  with  Vanilla 
planifolia  and  V.  rotundifolia  respectively. 

A  New  Antirheumatic. — A  new  compound  of  salicylic 
acid  has  been  placed  upon  the  market  as  an  antirheumatic.  It 
is  a  combination  of  propionic  and  salicylic  acids,  being  propionyl- 
salicylic  acid  [C0H4(COOH)O.CO.CH.,CH3].  It  is  in  white  leaf- 
lets, melting  at  95°  C,  slightly  soluble  in  water  and  easily  so  in 
most  organic  solvents.  It  decomposes  into  its  constituents  in 
the  organism. 

Methyl-nonyl  Ketone  Compounds. — When  methyl- 
nonyl  ketone  and  benzaldehyde  are  allowed  to  stand  for  some 
time  together  in  the  light  no  reaction  takes  place,  but  if  these 
bodies  are  allowed  to  stand  in  contact  with  alcoholic  potash  for 
twenty-four  hours  the  vessel  is  found  to  be  filled  with  very 
voluminous  crystals.  When  purified  by  recrystallisation  from 
alcohol  these  crystals  melt  at  41  to  42°  C. ;  they  are  insoluble  in 
water,  but  soluble  in  alcohol,  ether,  benzene,  and  acetic  acid ; 
they  boil  in  a  vacuum  at  245°.  Analysis  proves  them  to  have  the 
formula  C^HocO.  The  reaction  takes  place  according  to  the 
equation  CnH^O  +  C7H60  =  H20  +  C18H2(J0. 

Oil  of  Thyme. — Jeancard  and  Satie  have  examined  a  number 
of  samples  of  oil  of  thyme,  both  red  and  white,  and  give  the 
following  figures  for  them  : — 

Bed  Oils. 


No. 

Phenols 

Sp.  Gr. 

Rotation 

1 

10% 

0-8945 

+  5° 

2 

12-15% 

0-9051 

+  2°  50' 

3 

40% 

0-9360 

+  4°  10' 

4 

47% 

09251 

-  2°  30' 

5 

50% 

0-9230 

-2°  30' 

6 

65% 

0-9451 

-2°  30' 

White  Oils. 

No. 

Phenols 

Sp.  Gr. 

Rotation 

1 

5% 

0-8786 

- 1°  52' 

7-8% 

0-8630 

+  2°  30' 

3 

10-12% 

0-8801 

0° 

4 

15% 

0-8893 

+  1°  30' 

"■■'  ■'"s  - 

25% 

0-8921 

0° 

6 

45% 

0-9068 

0° 

These  figures  cannot  be  accepted  as  those  of  pure  thyme  oils, 
since  according  to  the  published  figures  of  all  authorities,  they  in 
many  cases  indicate  abstraction  of  much  of  the  thymol.  At  the 
same  time  it  may  be  remarked  that  much  of  the  white  oil  directly 
imported  from  Prance  is  of  the  character  of  those  marked  Nos.  1 
and  2.  In  these  cases  the  bulk  of  the  thymol  has  been  abstracted, 
and  the  residue,  consisting  mainly  of  terpenes,  is  sold  to  perfumers 
and  soapmakcrs  as  genuine  thyme  oil. 


Rosemary  Oil. — Jeancard  and  Satie  have  examined  a  number 
of  samples  of  oil  of  rosemary  from  different  localities,  and  give  the 
following  figures  as  the  result  of  their  analyses : — 


Locality 

Sp.  Gr. 

Rotation 

Esters 

Per  cent. 

1 

Mouth  of  the  Rhone  ... 

0-9016 

+  4° 

3-10 

2 

Gard   

0-9088 

+  8°  5' 

4-65 

3 

Tunis  

0  9146 

+  1°  36' 

,  4 

Provence 

0-9042 

+  5°  3' 

5 

Pyrenees   

0-9018 

+  2°  30' 

The  esters  were  calculated  as  bornyl  acetate.  All  the  samples 
were  soluble  in  3'4  volumes  of  80-per-cent.  alcohol,  except  the  last, 
which  required  8'5  volumes.  The  variation  in  sp.  gr.  per  degree  of 
temperature  was  found  to  be  0-00085,  and  1  volume  of  oil  required 
for  solution  15-5  volumes  of  70-per-cent.  alcohol  at  20°  C,  3'4 
volumes  of  80-per-cent.  alcohol  at  20°  C,  and  0  6  volumes  of  90-per- 
cent, alcohol  at  20°  C. 


Cacobplic  Hcifc  anfc  Cacot>£late0. 


DR.  P.  CHAPELLE  has  recently  published  in  the  Mont- 
pettier  Medical  a  lengthy  article  on  the  medicinal  use 
of  cacodylic  acid  and  the  cacodylates.  He  recalls  the  dis- 
covery of  the  acid  by  Bunsen  in  1843,  and  states  that  it  can 
be  prepared  by  hydrating  oxide  of  cacodyl  with  mercuric 
oxide  in  presence  of  water,  the  reaction  being  thus  repre- 
sented : — 

As.,0(CH3)4  +  2HsO  +  H20  =  2H8  +  2AsO.OH(CH5)i. 

Oxide  of  cacodyl  is  made  by  dry  distillation  of  a  mixture  of 
equal  parts  of  arsenious  acid  and  potassium  acetate.  The 
preparation  of  cacodylic  acid  requires  much  care,  and  the 
product  should  be  thoroughly  purified.  (See  "  Watts' 
Dictionary,"  vol.  i.,  page  403.) 

We  have  on  various  occasions  referred  to  the  opinions  of 
French  and  other  physicians  on  the  therapeutic  action  of 
cacodylic  acid.  It  may  be  useful  to  record  some  of  the 
claims  put  forward  in  regard  to  it.  In  the  first  place  it  may 
be  noted  that  opinions  are  very  varied  in  regard  to  the 
behaviour  of  the  acid  on  ingestion  per  rectum  and  per  os, 
some  stating  that  it  invariably  gives  rise  to  an  intensely 
disagreeable  alliacious  odour,  and  others  that  this  is 
obviated  by  confining  the  administration  to  hypodermic  in- 
jection. It  appears  that  the  disagreeable  odour  referred  to 
is  in  part  at  least  due  to  the  cacodylic  acid  or  cacodylates 
not  being  thoroughly  purified. 

Professor  Letulle  has  had  very  good  result3  from  tte 
administration  of  sodium  cacodylate  to  patients.  He  has 
given  it  exclusively  in  hypodermic  injection,  the  dose  not 
exceeding  5  centigrammes.  He  uses  the  formula  suggested 
by  Professor  Gautier,  which  is  as  follows  : — 

Sodium  cacodylate  ...       ...       ...    6'40  grammes 

Boiling  distilled  water    100  c.c. 

Solution  of  carbolic  acid,  10  per 

cent   6  drops 

Mix  and  dissolve. 

Dose  1  to  2  c.c. 

This  solution  should,  of  course,  be  made  on  aseptic  principles, 
all  the  vessels  employed  being  sterilised  beforehand.  The 
injection  should  be  made  into  the  side  of  the  abdomen,  or 
into  the  buttock.  The  immediate  effect  of  the  injections  is 
that  the  appetite  of  the  patient  improves  and  fever  is 
abated,  the  weight  increases,  the  red-blood  corpuscles  grow 
apace,  and  the  whole  condition  of  the  patient  improves. 
Dr.  Dalche  administered  the  remedy  in  2§-centigramme 
doses  in  pill  once,  twice,  or  thrice  a  day,  but  there  was 
slight  intolerance  of  it  on  the  part  of  the  patient  ;  but 
Professor  Grasse  also  used  sodium  cacodylate  as  a 
mixture  and  did  not  find  any  intolerance  to  it  at 
all,  nor  did  it  give  rise  to  the  alliacious  odour  referred  to. 
He  recommends  it  to  be  given  in  moderate  doses  by  the 
mouth  or  rectum,  the  medicine  being  given  two  days  in 
succession,  then  stopped  for  two  days,  and  proceeded  with 
in  this  manner.  If  the  patient  shows  intolerance  to  it,  or  if 
it  does  not  produce  the  desired  result,  the  hypodermic  in- 
jection may  be  resorted  to.  Professor  Renault,  of  Lyons,  has 
obtained  excellent  results  in  the  treatment  of  epithelioma  of 
the  tongue,  and  Professor  Garaud,  by  the  administration  of 
1  to  5  pilules,  each  containing  5  centigrammes  of  sodium 
cacodylate,  had  marked  success  in  the  case  of  three  young 
girls  who  suffered  from  chorea. ' 

Dr.  Chapelle  also  treats  of  physiological  experiments  which 
have  been  made  with  cacodylates,  and  upon  the  presence  of 
arsenic  in  the  non-organic  as  well  as  the  organic  arsenates 
and  other  chemical  questions  bearing  upon  the  subject.  He 
points  out  that  cacodylate  acid  may  be  titrated  with  the 
standardised  alkali,  using  helianthin  and  phenolthalein  as 
indicators,  1  molecule  of  sodium  hydroxide  (  =  40)  saturates 
1  molecule  cacodylic  acid  (  =  138). 

In  this  connection  it  is  instructive  to  note  that  Dr.  P. 
Lereboullet  at  the  International  Congress  of  Medicine  in 
Paris  stated  that  cacodylate  of  soda  is  useless  as  a  remedy 
for  chlorosis  and  chloranremia.  In  conjunction  with  Dr. 
Gilbert  he  had  used  in  preference  cacodylate  of  iron  in  the 
treatment  of  these  affections,  administering  the  drug  in  daily 
doses  varying  from  3  centigrammes  to  10  centierammes 
hypodermically,  and  from  5  centigrammes  to  30  centi- 
grammes by  the  mouth. 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre. 

At  Settle,  on  October  9,  Wm.  Hayhurst,  drug-vendor,  Halton 
West,  was  fined  Qd.  and  23s.  costs  for  selling  sweet  spirit  of 
nitre  which,  according  to  the  analyst's  certificate,  contained 
only  0-02  per  cent,  of  nitrous  ether  and  4'95  per  cent,  excess 
of  water. 

Magnesia. 

At  the  Gateshead  County  Police  Court  on  October  11,  before 
Messrs.  James  Hall  (chairman),  Walter  Willson,  Winship, 
and  Aid.  Hindmarsh,  Wm.  Airey,  grocer,  Blagdon,  was  sum- 
moned for  selling  magnesia  not  of  the  nature,  substance, 
and  quality  demanded  Mr.  Lennard  Iliff,  solicitor,  prose- 
cuted on  behalf  of  the  Durham  County  Council,  and  Mr. 
Edward  Clark  appeared  for  the  defence. 

Mr.  Iliff,  in  opening  the  case,  stated  that  the  magnesia 
contained  42-25  per  cent,  of  magnesia  and  57'75  per  cent, 
combined  water  and  carbonic  acid. 

Mr.  Clark  having  admitted  all  the  formalities  of  the  case, 

Mr.  Stock,  analyst  for  Durham,  corroborated  the  opening 
statement  as  to  the  magnesia  showing  a  deficiency  of  58  per 
cent.  In  cross-examination,  witness  stated  that  magnesia 
was  got  from  magnesium-limestone  by  manufacture.  There 
were  four  sorts  of  magnesia — light  and  heavy  oxide,  and 
light  and  heavy  carbonate.  They  were  both  obtained  from 
the  same  mineral.  Magnesium  oxide  was  obtained  from 
carbonate  by  getting  rid  of  the  carbonic  acid  and  water. 
The  four  packets  supplied  contained  100  per  cent,  of  car- 
bonate, but  carbonate  had  been  sold  instead  of  oxide. 

Mr.  Clark  :  Who  is  your  authority  ? 

Witness :  The  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

Mr.  Clark :  Do  you  know  who  is  the  author  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  ? 

Witness  :  There  are  a  number  of  authors,    It  is  published 
by  the  Medical  Council. 

Mr.  Clark :  Do  you  know  who  is  the  editor,  then  1 

Witness:  No. 

Mr.  Clark  :  Well,  he  states  (quoting  Dr.  Attfield's  speech 
at  Plymouth)  that  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  is  not  a 
standard  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Continuing,  Witness  said  he  did  not  know  of  any  process 
for  the  manufacture  of  calcined  magnesia  on  a  commercial 
scale  except  by  ignition  of  the  carbonate.  He  admitted 
that  the  dose  of  each,  light  and  heavy  calcined  or  car- 
bonate, was  identical,  but  contended  that  under  certain 
circumstances  it  would  be  objectionable  to  administer  the 
carbonate  on  account  of  the  C02  generated  in  the  stomach. 
A  physician  prescribing  magnesia  would  expect  to  have  the 
calcined  article  used  in  filling  a  prescription,  but  would  use 
a  qualifying  word — not  simply  write  "  Magnesia." 

Mr.  Clark:  Did  not  your  man  ask  only  for  "  magnesia  "? 

Witness :  Yes. 

Mr.  Clark :  And  you  say  there  are  four  sorts? 
Mr.  Stock :  There  are  two  sorts  of  magnesia  and  two  of 
carbonate. 

Mr.  Clark :  If  the  man  only  asked  for  magnesia  what  was 
to  tell  the  vendor  whether  he  wanted  magnesia  oxide  or 
magnesia  carbonate  ? 

Witness :  It  was  only  magnesia  he  asked  for  ;  it  was  not 
magnesia  carbonate. 

Mr.  Clark  said  that  as  the  case  might  go  to  a  higher  court 
he  would  ask  to  have  the  answers  of  the  witness  taken 
down  in  writing. 

Mr.  Harle  (Clerk)  :  You  will  have  to  settle  it  between  you. 
It  is  far  too  technical  for  me.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Clark:  Oh!  there  are  half  a  dozen  technical  gentle- 
men here  on  our  side,  and  if  the  case  goes  on  it  will  last  at 
least  two  hours.    (Laughter.)    To  the  witness :  Is  it  not  i 
correct  that  when  my  client  sold  magnesia  carbonate  he  sold  i 
what  he  was  asked  for  1 

Mr.  Stock  :  I  see  your  point  now,  Mr.  Clark. 

Mr.  Clark :  You  have  just  woke  up  to  it,  have  you  ?  < 
(Laughter.)  Does  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  report  i 
accurately  what  goes  on  ? 


Mr.  Stock :  I  don't  think  any  newspaper  does  that. 
Mr.  Clark  :  That  may  be  your  opinion. 
Proceeding,  Mr.  Clark  quoted  from  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  a  decision  of  the  justices  at  Leeds  in  a  similar 
case  to  the  present  one  (see  C.      B.,  September  29,  page 
553),  which  the  magistrates  dismissed,  holding  that  the 
article  supplied  (magnesium  carbonate)  was  what  was  com- 
mercially known  as  magnesia.    He  went  on  to  say  that  he 
could  knock  the  case  on  the  head  in  a  moment  if  he  wished 
.    to  raise  a  technical  objection,  for  the  summons  described  the 
j    article  as  a  "  food,"  whereas  it  was  a  "  drug,"  but  it  was  the 
principle  of  the  thing  they  wanted  to  fight  out,  and  therefore 
he  would  let  that  pass.    Messrs.  Wilkinson  &  Simpson,  the 
wholesale  chemists,  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  who  supplied 
Mr.  Airey,  had  entirely  taken  over  the  responsibility  of  the 
matter.    He  admitted  that,  on  the  application  being  made, 
carbonate  of  magnesia  and  not  oxide  of  magnesia  had  been 
supplied,  but  he  argued  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  evi- 
dence to  show  that  oxide  of  magnesia  was  demanded,  the 
demand  simply  being  for  "  magnesia."    Further,  carbonate 
of  magnesia  was  known  by  customers  and  the  trade  more 
generally  as  "magnesia"  than  was  oxide  of  magnesia,  and 
inasmuch  as  genuine  carbonate  of  magnesia  had  been  sup- 
plied, as  admitted  by  Mr.  Stock,  the  purchaser  was  in  no  way 
prejudiced  ;  but  if  he  had  desired  specifically  either  sort  he 
should  have  demanded  it.    He  instanced  the  case  of  a 
jeweller's  business,  and  pointed  out  that  if  a  man  asked  a 
jeweller  for  "a  gold  ring"  that  jeweller  was  perfectly 
justified  in  supplying  him  with  any  class  of  gold  from 
9  to  22  carat,  and  that  if  the  customer  wanted  any  par- 
ticular quality  of  gold  he  should  specify  that  quality. 

The  Magistrates,  after  a  brief  consultation,  decided  "  that 
the  article  supplied  was  what  was  commercially  known  as 
magnesia,  and  that  what  was  supplied  was  pure  of  its  kind." 
They  accordingly  dismissed  the  case. 

Mr.  Clark,  in  asking  for  costs  on  behalf  of  his  client, 
stated  that  a  wealthy  corporation  like  the  County  Council  of 
Durham  was  accusing  him  of  fraud,  although  they  had 
exactly  the  same  opportunities  of  seeing  what  the  previous 
decisions  on  the  same  point  had  been  before  they  instituted 
proceedings.  He  submitted  that,  as  his  client  would  have 
had  to  pay  costs  had  the  case  been  decided  against  him,  the 
County  Council  should  now  be  ordered  to  pay  for  having 
brought  an  action  which  they  could  not  support. 

Mr.  Iliff  opposed  the  application,  and  said  that  whenever 
there  was  a  case  where  it  was  contended  that  the  article 
supplied  was  what  was  "  commercially  known "  as  that 
article  they  would  always  find,  as  in  this  case,  that  the 
article  was  cheaper  than  the  purer  kind. 

Mr.  Clark :  This  is  the  nastiest  and  basest  insinuation  I 
have  ever  heard.  First  we  are  accused  of  fraud,  and  now 
they  say  that  we  are  oheating  the  public  with  inferior 
stuff 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  Bench  would  not  allow  costs 
against  the  County  Council,  but  at  the  same  time  they 
were  perfectly  convinced  that  there  was  no  attempt  or  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  defendants  to  in  any  way  defraud 
the  public. 

Arsenic  in  Sodium  Phosphate. 

At  Oxford  on  Tuesday,  October  16,  Fred  Wicks,  assistant 
in  the  employ  of  the  Oxford  Drug  Stores  Company, 
Broad  Street,  Oxford,  was  summoned,  under  Section  6,  for 
having  sold  on  September  4  phosphate  of  soda  not  of  the 
nature,  &c,  demanded. 

Dr.  Oalpin  appeared  to  prosecute,  and  the  defendant  was 
represented  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Beck,  of  London. 

Mr.  T.  J.  Hull,  inspector,  proved  the  purchase,  and  in 
cross-examination  stated  that  he  purchased  six  or  seven 
drugs,  and  all,  with  the  exception  of  this  one,  turned 
out  all  right.  He  had  never  bought  phosphate  of  soda 
before. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Fisher,  public  analyst  for  the  city  of  Oxford, 
produced  his  certificate  of  analysis,  which  stated  that  the 
sample  contained  0'0724  per  cent,  of  arsenic,  calculated 
as  arsenious  oxide,  or  5  gr.  of  arsenious  oxide  in  1  b. 
In  cross-examination  witness  stated  that  until  recently  he 
had  no  suspicion  that  phosphate  of  soda  was  likely  to 
contain  arsenic.  He  had  never  examined  a  sample  for 
arsenic  until  the  present  year.  It  was  a  fact  that  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  gave  no  test  whatever  for  arsenic  in 
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this  article.  The  general  idea  was  that  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia was  to  give  chemists  warnirjg  as  to  the  tests  to 
apply  for  the  purity  of  their  drugs,  but  it  gave  no  warning 
under  Sodium  Phosphate  as  to  tests  for  arsenic.  That 
probably,  in  the  light  of  the  knowledge  recently  acquired 
by  chemists,  was  an  oversight  on  the  part  of  the  compilers 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  He  had  calculated  in  the  form  of 
white  arsenic.  It  was  likely  it  was  present  as  arsenate  of 
soda,  and  would  then  be  0'15.  He  did  not  suggest  that 
defendant  knew  the  arsenic  was  present.  The  fact  that  it 
was  in  the  form  of  sodium  arsenate  showed  that  it  arose  in 
the  process  of  manufacture.  He  thought  the  arsenic  was 
produced  by  the  use  of  impure  sulphuric  acid  in  the  manu- 
facture. There  was  a  suggestion  in  the  cases  that  had  come 
before  the  Marylebone  Court  that  the  arsenic  got  in  the 
sample  by  accident. 

Ke-examined :  The  discovery  of  arsenic  in  phosphate  of 
soda  was  made  this  year.  The  manufacture  of  the  substance 
was  settled  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  if  it  were 
strictly  followed  there  would  be  no  arsenic  introduced, 
because  when  the  book  spoke  of  sulphuric  acid  it  meant  the 
pure  sulphuric  acid.  Cases  of  prosecutions  had  been  re- 
ported in  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal,  the  first  case  being 
published  on  July  14,  and  being  followed  by  a  conviction  and 
a  fine  of  101.  He  thought  this  was  generally  known  in  the 
trade. 

Mr.  Alfred  Winkfield,  F.R.C.S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  city  of  Oxford,  said  he  considered  the  quantity  of 
arsenic  found  in  the  phosphate  of  soda  would  be  likely  to 
be  injurious  to  health. 

Cross-examined  :  The  amount  of  arsenic  was  1  part  in 
1,400.  The  usual  medicinal  dose  of  phosphate  of  soda  varied. 
An  ounce  would  contain  i  gr.  of  arsenic.  Half  an  ounce 
would  therefore  contain  i  gr.,  which  was  beyond  an  ordinary 
dose.  Phosphate  of  soda  was  used  by  medical  men,  but 
might  be  bought  of  chemists  as  an  aperient.  The  result  of 
that  would  be  that  the  arsenic  would  be  less  likely  to  have 
a  prejudicial  effect.  This  drug  had  been  used  for  years,  and 
he  had  never  heard  of  anyone  being  injured  by  it. 

For  the  defence  Mr.  Beck  said  he  was  not  going  to  con- 
tend for  one  moment  that  the  article  sold  by  his  clients 
ought  to  contain  arsenic,  but  he  thought  that  a  case  of  this 
kind  should  not  be  exaggerated,  and  he  did  not  claim  that 
that  had  been  done  by  Mr.  Galpin.  When  one  heard  the 
word  arsenic  a  suggestion  of  the  terrible  danger  immediately 
arose,  but  there  was  no  need  for  a  suggestion  of  the  kind. 
Although  he  agreed  that  phosphate  of  soda  ought  not  to 
contain  arsenic,  it  was  quite  clear  that  it  had  for  the  last 
twenty-five  years,  during  which  it  had  been  in  constant  use, 
contained  it,  although  it  had  been  unknown  to  the  trade  and 
chemists.  So  far  as  one  was  able  to  learn  no  harm  had 
resulted,  and  no  harm  would  have  resulted  if  it  had  gone  on 
^or  the  next  twenty-five  years.  He  was  sure  it  was  not 
suggested  that  the  sale  in  this  particular  instance  was  the 
sale  of  what  was  ordinarily  called  an  adulterated  article.  It 
was  not  suggested  that  this  impure  drug  was  sold  by  his 
clients  for  the  purpose  of  getting  an  extra  profit.  As  was 
fairly  stated  by  Mr.  Fisher,  this  foreign  ingredient  in 
phosphate  of  soda  had  undoubtedly  appeared  as  the  result  of 
errors  in  manufacture — errors  for  which  technically  under 
this  Act  the  chemist  as  the  retailer  was  the  person  re- 
sponsible ;  yet  looked  at  from  a  practical,  common-sense 
view,  it  was  a  state  of  things  for  which  there  was  no  sort  of 
moral  responsibility,  and  against  which  he  had  no  means 
of  protecting  himself.  He  said  that  for  this  reason.  The 
British  Pharmacopoeia  was  the  chemist's  guide  ;  it  was 
the  guide  to  the  entire  conduct  of  his  business,  and 
he  was  bound  to  examine  his  drugs  by  it.  He  was 
not  suggesting  that  this  was  a  legal  defence,  but  he 
was  only  putting  the  facts  before  the  Bench  in  order  that 
any  sort  of  mistrust  of  his  clients  might  be  allayed.  The 
case  which  came  before  the  Courts  in  July  was  a  complete 
revelation  to  the  chemists'  trade.  Consequently  everyone  in 
the  country  examined  his  stock,  and  where  it  was  found  that 
arsenic  was  present  the  substance  was  sent  back  to  the  manu- 
facturer. His  clients  examined  their  effervescing  phosphate 
and  found  it  was  all  right,  but  no  one  at  the  time  had  any 
suspicion  that  arsenic  was  present  in  the  crystals.  His  clients 
bought  their  drugs  from  firms  of  the  best  standing,  and  were 
bound  to  trust  to  the  purity  of  the  drug.  He  wasnot  putting 
this  forward  as  a  legal  defence,  but  he  did  not  want  it  to  go 


forth  that  his  clients  were  to  blame.  They  purchased  their 
drugs  from  Messrs.  Harker,  Stagg  &  Morgan,*  and  they  paid 
the  full  price  for  the  article.  It  was  described  in  their  price- 
lists  as  pure.  He  thought  Dr.  Galpin  would  hardly  press  for 
the  penalty.  Where  persons  were  not  to  blame  it  would  be 
a  hardship  to  impose  a  penalty  upon  them  which  would  do 
them  a  grave  injury  in  their  business.  He  hoped  Dr.  Galpin 
would  consent,  if  his  clients  paid  the  costs,  to  that  being 
sufficient  penalty.  The  object  of  the  prosecution  would  be 
gained,  and  warning  would  be  given  of  the  discovery  of  Mr. 
Fisher  that  impurities  were  to  be  found  in  this  drug.  He 
called 

Charles  Vicars  Lewis,  manager  and  buyer  of  the  Oxford 
Drug  Company,  who  was  proceeding  to  give  evidence  when 

The  Deputy-Mayor  said  the  Bench  were  quite  satisfied. 

The  Magistrates  retired,  and  on  their  return  the  Deputy- 
Mayor  said  the  Bench  were  compelled  to  convict  on  the 
evidence.  They  believed  the  arsenic  entered  into  the  phos- 
phate] of  soda  unknown  to  the  defendant,  and  in  the  process 
of  manufacture.  They  had  decided  to  inflict  the  lowest  pos- 
sible fine — namely,  Is. ;  court  costs,  10s. ;  and  analyst's  fee, 
10s.  6d. 

Gregory's  Powder. 
At  Oxford  on  Tuesday,  October  16,  George  Anker,  assistant 
in  the  employ  of  the  Star  Supply  Stores,  Queen  Street,  was 
summoned,  under  Section  6,  for  having  sold  Gregory's  powder 
which  contained  carbonate  of  magnesia. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Fisher  (public  analyst)  produced  his  certificate, 
which  showed  the  sample  was  not  in  accordance  with  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  since  it  contained  about  33  per  cent, 
of  carbonate  of  magnesia  and  37  per  cent,  of  calcined  mag- 
nesia instead  of  66  per  cent,  of  calcined  magnesia. 

Cross-examined :  The  medicinal  effect  of  1  oz.  of  the 
substance  sold  and  the  substance  made  from  the  formula  in 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  was  not  the  same.  Both  the 
carbonate  and  calcined  magnesia  were  purgatives. 

Mr.  Winkfield,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  considered  the 
absence  of  the  proper  quantity  of  calcined  magnesia  was 
prejudicial  to  the  purchaser. 

Cross-examined :  The  purchaser  did  not  get  the  dose  of 
magnesia  ordered.  He  had  prescribed  it,  and  called  the 
substance  Gregory's  powder.  The  ordinary  form  of  ordering 
it  was  by  the  Latin  name,  "  pulvis  rhei  compositus."  He 
knew  that  in  every  other  country  but  England  and  America 
carbonate  of  magnesia  was  used  for  the  calcined.  The 
British  Pharmacopoeia  was  the  standard  between  doctors  and 
chemists.  In  his  prescriptions  he  varied  the  quantities 
according  to  the  individuals. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Fisher,  for  the  defence,  said  there  was  no  case 
unless  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  was  established  in  the  minds 
of  the  Bench  by  the  prosecution  as  the  legal  standard.  His 
position  was  hopeless  unless  his  client  was  to  be  saddled 
with  the  expense  of  taking  this  case  to  the  High  Court  and 
having  it  decided  whether  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  which 
changed  from  time  to  time,  was  to  be,  as  between  the  public 
and  the  chemist,  the  test  of  legal  liability.  He  asked  to  be 
allowed  to  read  a  case  decided  by  a  stipendiary  magistrate. 

The  Clerk  (Mr.  T.  W.  Mallow)  said  it  was  not  admissible 
because  it  was  not  the  decision  of  a  higher  Court. 

Mr.  Fisher,  continuing,  said  there  was  no  case  which  decided 
that  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  was  to  be  the  legal  standard. 
There  was  no  legal  standard  for  drugs.  Pulvis  rhei  com- 
positus was  a  compound  of  rhubarb,  ginger,  and  whether 
light  or  heavy  magnesia  did  not  matter.  He  contended  that  it 
might  be  either  the  carbonate  or  calcined.  In  every  other 
country  except  England  and  America  carbonates  of  mag- 
nesia were  preferred  and  prescribed  for  the  making  of 
Gregory's  powder.  In  this  case  the  purchaser  got  33  per 
cent,  of  the  carbonate,  and  magnesia  in  one  form  or  another 
acted  in  more  or  less  the  same  way. 

Dr.  Proudfoot  said  the  medicinal  effect  of  carbonate  of 
magnesia  and  calcined  magnesia  in  pulvis  rhei  compositus 
was  the  same.  If  calcined  magnesia  was  subjected  to 
carbonic-acid  gas,  which  was  present  in  the  air,  it  would 
be  converted  into  the  carbonate. 

Cross-examined :  The  compound  referred  to  in  the 
analyst's  certificate  was  not  Gregory's  powder  according  to 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

*  Messrs.  Harker,  Stagg  &  Morgan  inform  us  that  this  phos- 
phate was  purchased  from  them  in  March,  1899. — Editor, 
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By  the  Clerk:  If  Gregory's  powder  was  ordered,  the 
chemist  was  bound  to  supply  it  according  to  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia.  If  the  general  public  went  to  the  chemist 
with  a  doctor's  prescription,  he  could  sell  what  he  con- 
sidered Gregory's  powder.  He  did  not  consider  the  sub- 
stance supplied  in  this  case  as  Gregory's  powder. 

Cross-examined  :  He  had  no  doubt  it  was  a  common  thing 
for  people  to  buy  Gregory's  powder  from  chemists.  He  did 
not  suggest  that  they  ought  not  to  be  served  with  the  same 
article  as  if  a  doctor  ordered  it.  He  did  not  consider  the 
drug  analysed  was  Gregory's  powder. 

The  Deputy-Mayor  said  the  Magistrates  were  agreed  this 
was  not  Gregory's  powder  as  it  was  known,  and  defendant 
would  be  fined,  as  in  the  previous  case,  Is.  ;  court-costs, 
10s. ;  and  analyst's  fee,  10s. 


Pegamoid  Letters. 

In  the  Vacation  Court  on1  October  17,  Mr.  Justice  Buckley 
had  before  him  the  case  of  Pegamoid  (Limited)  v.  the  United 
British  Castor  Oil  (Limited),  on  a  motion  for  an  injunction 
to  restrain  the  defendants  from  issuing  a  circular  containing 
letters  written  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs  to  the  defendant 
company.  As  the  motion  was  being  opened,  counsel  for  the 
defendants  said  he  was  prepared  to  consent  to  a  perpetual 
injunction  and  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  action,  and  his 
Lordship  made  an  order  accordingly. 


County  Court  Cases. 

The  Stolen  Samples. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  October  10,  before  Mr. 
Commissioner  Kerr,  a  claim  was  made  by  James  S.  Paterson, 
traveller,  12  Armstrong  Place,  Woolwich,  to  recover  the 
sum  of  31.  from  the  defendants,  Dowden  &  Co.  (Limited), 
cordial-manufacturers,  8  and  9  Martin's  Lane,  Cannon 
Street,  E.C  ,  as  wages  due  in  lieu  of  notice.  The  plaintiff 
said  he  was  dismissed  because  his  bag  of  samples  was 
stolen  from  the  top  of  a  cab  in  Charing  Cross.  The 
defendants'  manager  stated  that  plaintiff  started  with  them 
on  October  16,  and  it  was  arranged  that  he  should  report 
himself  every  night  until  he  got  used  to  their  rules.  From 
the  date  he  began  to  work  for  them  until  eleven  days  after- 
wards they  never  saw  anything  of  him.  On  three  separate 
occasions  appointments  were  made  for  the  plaintiff  to  call 
on  him,  which  he  never  did.  At  the  end  of  the  first  week's 
representation  the  plaintiff  wired  them  from  Bournemouth, 
saying  that  he  had  orders  for  100/.  and  wished  them  to 
telegraph  him  5/.  No  orders  had  ever  been  handed  to  them. 
The  plaintiff  had  never  done  any  work  in  their  interest.  The 
plaintiff  explained  that  the  young  fellow  who  stole  the 
bag  had  six  weeks'  hard  labour  for  it.  Judgment  was  given 
for  the  plaintiff  for  the  11. 

The  Danger  op  Hoisting  Acids. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  October  10,  before  Mr. 
Commissioner  Kerr  and  jury,  proceedings  were  brought  by 
Frederick  J.  Manley,  17  Trego  Road,  North  Bow,  to  recover 
the  sum  of  156Z.  from  Messrs.  Brooks,  Simpson  &  Spiller 
(Limited),  aniline-dye  manufacturers,  10  New  Broad  Street, 
E.C,  as  damages  for  injuries  caused  to  him  while  in  their 
service.  Mr.  W.  H.  Thompson  said  that  the  action  was 
brought  under  the  Employers'  Liability  Act,  and  the  plaintiff 
had  been  a  general  labourer  in  the  defendants'  service. 
While  assisting  to  hoist  a  carboy  of  acid  the  carboy  fell  and 
struck  him  severely  on  the  head,  causing  concussion  of  the 
brain,  and  the  plaintiff  was  injured  for  life.  Evidence  was 
given  by  the  plaintiff  and  a  fellow-workman  named  King, 
but  the  latter  admitted  that  if  the  plaintiff  had  looked  out 
better  the  accident  could  have  been  avoided. 

Mr.  Colam,  defendants'  counsel,  said  the  carboy  contained 
spirit-of-salt,  and  the  plaintiff  could  have  avoided  the 
accident  by  the  exercise  of  a  very  little  ordinary  care  and 
caution. 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  that  the  accident  was  due  to  a 
blow  on  the  handle  of  the  winch,  which  was  caused  by  the 
plaintiff's  carelessness  in  hoisting  the  carboy. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  that  was  a  verdict  for  the 
defendants. 


Mr.  Thompson  then  asked  the  Court  to  fix  the  compensa- 
tion to  which  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  under  the  Work- 
man's Compensation  Act.  Mr.  Colam  said  he  did  not 
object,  and  after  medical  evidence  an  order  for  10s.  per 
week  as  long  as  the  accident  prevented  him  from  working 
was  made.  The  defendants  obtained  an  order  for  payment 
of  their  costs  in  the  employers'  liability  action. 

Did  Not  Like  the  School. 

Last  week  Mr.  Hutchinson,  manufacturing  chemist,  Bolton, 
was  sued  by  the  principal  of  a  West  Brighton  boarding-school 
for  351.,  representing  fees  in  lieu  of  notice.  Defendant 
counterclaimed  for  the  return  of  fees  paid  for  his  daughter, 
whom  he  removed  from  plaintiff's  school  after  she  had  been 
there  only  a  few  days.  The  Judge  ultimately  found  for 
plaintiff  for  ten  guineas  on  the  claim,  and  also  for  her  on  the 
counterclaim. 

Did  not  Like  the  Business. 
At  Blackburn  County  Court  on  October  8,  Mr.  R.  Lord 
Gifford,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Blackburn,  brought  an 
action  against  Mr.  James  Parker,  chemist  and  druggist, 
High  Street,  Rishton,  for  31.  3s.  3d.,  being  value  of  goods 
guaranteed  by  the  defendant.  The  case  arose  out  of  the 
disposal  of  defendant's  business.  Plaintiff  stated  that  his 
brother,  Mr.  James  Gifford,  agreed  to  purchase  a  business 
belonging  to  the  defendant,  and  that  during  the  three  days 
in  which  the  transaction  was  to  be  completed  his  brother 
ordered  goods  to  the  value  of  31.  3s.  6d.  and  almost  immedi 
ately  gave  up  the  business.  Then  plaintiff  approached  the 
defendant  to  pay  for  the  goods  and  take  them  into  his  stock, 
and  to  this,  it  was  alleged,  he  consented.  Defendant  gave 
an  absolute  denial  to  this,  and  the  Judge  upheld  defendant's 
solicitor's  contention  that  plaintiff  must  have  imagined  that 
such  a  statement  was  made.  There  was  no  binding  contract, 
and  judgment  was  given  for  the  defendant. 

When  does  Insurance  Liability  Begin? 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  Tuesday,  October  17,  before 
Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr,  an  action  was  brought  by  the 
General  Accident  Assurance  Corporation  (Limited),  115 
Cannon  Street,  E.C,  to  recover  the  sum  of  131.,  the  premium 
due  on  a  policy  of  assurance  from  Mr.  John  Cronk,  33 
Streatbam  Place,  Brixton  Hill.  The  case  had  been  before 
the  Court  on  two  occasions.  At  the  first  hearing  evidence 
was  given  to  the  effect  that  the  defendant  wished  to  assure 
himself  against  liability  for  accidents  ,  to  his  horses.  He 
signed  a  proposal-form,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  the  agent 
of  the  plaintiffs,  who  had  the  matter  in  hand,  called  upon 
him.  The  agent  intimated  that  the  proposal  had  been 
accepted  by  the  company,  and  he  produced  the  policy.  The 
defendant  was  going  to  pay  the  premium  there  and  then, 
but  a  customer  came  in  and  called  him  away.  The  agent 
waited,  and  presently  the  defendantsaid  that  itwasimpossible 
for  him  to  give  any  time  to  the  assurance  matter  that  even- 
ing, but  that  if  the  agent  called  a  few  days  later  he  would 
then  pay  the  premium.  On  the  subsequent  call  the  agent 
found  that  the  defendant  had  changed  his  mind,  and  de- 
cided not  to  enter  into  the  policy.  The  plaintiffs'  case  was 
that  the  contract  was  completed  when  they  had  com- 
municated to  the  defendant  the  fact  that  they  had  accepted 
his  proposal.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  had  some  doubts  on 
the  subject.  Mr.  William  Hurd,  defendant's  solicitor,  con- 
tended that  the  contract  was  not  completed  until  the  first 
payment  had  been  made  under  it.  It  was  argued  for  the 
plaintiff  company  that  that  was  not  so.  The  policy  might 
come  into  force  and  yet  the  premium  be  payable,  say, 
three  months  ahead.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  the 
point  was  one  of  great  importance  to  the  plaintiff  company, 
and,  in  fact,  to  everybody  who  assured,  as  well  as  to  all  the 
insurance  companies.  The  case  stood  adjourned  to  give  the 
plaintiffs  an  opportunity  to  consider  their  position.  Mr. 
Commissioner  Kerr  suggested  at  the  first  hearing  that  he 
did  not  think  the  plaintiffs  could  recover  the  whole  13/., 
and  that  all  they  were  entitled  to  was  whatever  damage 
they  might  have  suffered  by  reason  of  the  defendant's  breach 
of  contract.  When  the  case  again  came  before  the  Court  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  he  thought  the 
plaintiffs  only  chance  of  recovering  was  for  damages  for  the 
defendant's  breach  of  contract  in  not  carrying  out  the 
proposal-form  which  he  had  signed.    Then  he  thought  that 


662 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


October  20,  1900 


the  proposal-form  ought  to  have  been  stamped.  Mr. 
Sinclair,  for  the  plaintiffs,  argued  that  was  not  necessary. 
The  document  did  not  require  a  stamp.  On  the  general 
question  the  Court  of  Appeal  had  held  that  a  contract  of 
assurance  was  complete  with  the  execution  and  signing  of 
the  policy.  Mr.  Hurd,  defendant's  solicitor,  said  that  the 
policy  itself  stated  that  no  liability  could  exist  until  the 
premium  was  paid.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  the 
defendant  had  broken  his  contract  contained  in  the  proposal- 
form,  and  which  had  been  accepted  by  the  plaintiffs.  The 
plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  damages,  but  as  they  had  not 
suffered  anything  he  would  only  award  the  plaintiffs 
nominal  damages.  No  doubt  the  matter  was  one  of  import- 
ance, and  the  plaintiffs  could  appeal  on  the  question.  He 
would  give  them  leave. 

The  Chemist's  Carriage. 

At  Clerkenwell  County  Court  on  October  17,  William 
Parsons,  chemist,  Westcombe  Park,  Blackheath,  S.E.,  sued 
Messrs.  Carter,  Paterson  &  Co.  (Limited),  the  well-known 
carriers,  to  recover  the  sum  of  3?.  2s.  for  the  hire  of  a 
carriage  during  the  period  in  which  the  plaintiff's  convey- 
ance was  being  repaired,  after  being  damaged  by  the 
defendants.  After  hearing  the  evidence,  Judge  Edge  said 
the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  judgment,  and  he  entered  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  two  guineas,  in  addition  to  the  11. 
paid  into  court. 


Merchandise = marks  Act. 

Using  Other  Makers'  Bottles. 

At  Newcastle  West  (co.  Limerick)  Petty  Sessions  on 
October  12,  Mr.  Richard  Nash,  aerated-water  manufacturer, 
pleaded  guilty  to  using  bottles  embossed  with  eight  other 
makers'  names  for  the  purposes  of  his  trade.  A  fine  of 
Id.  was  imposed  on  the  defendant  in  each  case,  together 
with  6?.  costs. 

Several  cases  under  this  Act  were  heard  at  Tralee,  co. 
Kerry,  Petty  Sessions  on  October  15.  Three  local  firms 
were  prosecuted  for  having  filled  bottles  embossed  with  the 
names  of  Dublin  firms  and  putting  their  own  labels  thereon. 
The  Bench  considered  the  offences  to  be  purely  technical, 
and  imposed  a  fine  of  6d.  in  each  case,  without  costs.  The 
Chairman  stated  that  one  of  the  reasons  that  weighed  with 
the  Bench  in  refusing  costs  was,  that  the  Dublin  firms  had 
been  doing  exactly  what  they  complained  of  against  the 
defendants. 


Bankruptcies  ano  failures. 


Be  Leonard  Webb  Savill,  late  of  Twemlow  Terrace,  London 
Fields,  and  Pritchard's  Road,  Hackney,  Soda-manufacturer. 
Tins  debtor  attended  on  October  16  at  the  London  Bankruptcy 
Court  and  applied  to  pass  his  public  examination  upon  accounts 
showing  unsecured  debts  of  3,797?.  16.*.  lid.,  against  assets  valued 
at  65?.  10s.  Particulars  of  the  failure  were  given  in  our  issue  of 
September  1,  page  390,  and  after  being  questioned  by  the  Official 
Receiver,  in  the  course  of  which  nothing  new  transpired,  the  ex- 
amination was  ordered  to  be  concluded. 


Be  F.  J.  Knight  (trading  as  Knight,  Hill  &  Co.),  Billiter 
House,  E.C.,  Chemical-agent. 

The  adjourned  meeting  of  the  creditors  in  this  case  was  held  on 
October  17  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  before  Mr.  E.  S. 
Grey,  Assistant  Receiver.  The  receiving-order  was  made  on  the 
petition  of  Lloyds  Bank,  and  proofs  to  the  amount  of  14,082?.  wcro 
now  called  over  by  the  Chairman.  Mr.  Samuel  Chester  appeared 
for  the  debtor,  and  intimated  that  no  offer  could  be  submitted. 
Resolutions  were  passed  for  the  estate  to  be  administered  in 
bankruptcy,  and  for  Mr.  A.  C.  Palmer,  chartered  accountant, 
Railway  Approach,  London  Bridge,  to  act  as  trustee,  with  the 
assistance  of  a  committee  of  inspection. 


Be  George  Jeaner,  323  Park  Road,  Liverpool,  late  proprietor  of 
a  Chemist's  business. 
At  the  Liverpool  Court  of  Bankruptcy  on  Friday,  October  12,  a 
motion  was  called  on  for  hearing  before  Judge  Collier  in  the 
matter  of  this  bankruptcy,  which  occurred  in  December  last.  The 


liabilities  were  stated  at  903?.,  and  there  were  practically  no 
assets,  the  bankrupt  having,  according  to  his  evidence  when 
undergoing  public  examination,  assigned  all  his  interest  in  his 
shop,  stock,  fixtures,  formulae,  and  goodwill  to  certain  trade- 
creditors.  He  alleged  that  at  the  time  he  made  the  assignment 
there  was  an  execution  in  his  place,  he  was  hard  pressed  for 
money,  and  had  sickness  in  his  house.  In  these  circumstances 
he  assigned  his  interest  in  the  property  for  190?.,  although  it  was 
an  old-established  and  good  business,  and  had  been  purchased  by 
him  for  350?.  in  1896.  It  appeared  that  the  property  had  since 
been  sold  for  470?.,  and  the  Official  Receiver,  as  trustee  of  the 
estate,  now  asked  the  Court  for  a  declaration  that  the  assignment 
was  invalid  and  void,  and  that  he  was  entitled  to  be  paid  470?.  by 
the  respondents.  Dr.  Thomas,  instructed  by  Mr.  F.  A. 
Schierwater,  appeared  for  the  Official  Receiver;  and  the  re- 
spondents, Messrs.  Henry  George  Saunders,  William  Hill 
Saunders,  Hanover  Street,  and  two  others  (whose  names  were  not 
mentioned),  were  represented  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Thompson  and  Mr. 
Cornett.  On  the  case  being  called,  Dr.  Thomas  stated  that  an 
arrangement  had  been  come  to.  All  allegations  being  withdrawn, 
the  respondents  agreed  to  an  order  for  them  to  pay  within  ten 
days  212?.  to  the  Official  Receiver  in  respect  of  the  bankrupt's 
business,  the  Official  Receiver  to  have  his  costs  out  of  the  estate. 
The  solicitors  for  the  respondents  expressed  concurrence,  and  an 
order  was  directed  accordingly. 


<Sa3ette, 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Deane,  J.  H.,  and  Coutts,  E*.  J,,  Leytonstone,  physicians, 
surgeons,  and  accoucheurs. 

Peake,  W.  A.,  and  Godwin,  F.  J.,  under  the  style  of 
Cullen  &  Co.,  The  Pavement,  South  Norwood,  S.W.,  chemists 
and  druggists. 

Stotbert,  St.,  Stothert,  J.,  and  Stotbert,  R.  Itt.,  under 

the  style  of  R.  Stothert  &  Sons,  Atherton,  wholesale  chemists 
and  druggists;  so  far  as  regards  R.  Stothert. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 

Harness,  Cornelius  Bennett,  Blacauley  Road,  Clapham, 
S.W.,  late  managing  director  of  the  Medical  Electrical  Insti- 
tute (Limited),  52  Oxford  Street,  Middlesex. 

Adjudications. 

Barroccio,  Ugo  (trading  as  Barroccio  &  Co.),  late  Fowkes 
Buildings,  Great  Tower  Street,  E.C.,  olive-oil  and  provision 
importer  and  exporter. 

Williams,  Thomas  Hughes,  Prescot,  chemist  and  druggist. 


From  the  "  Scottish  Laiv  Courts  Becord." 
Proceedings  under  Cessio. 
Glasgow  Chemical  Compounds   Company,  347  Great 
Eastern  Road,  Glasgow,  and  William  Finlayson,  jun., 

sole  partner.  David  Strathie,  162  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glas- 
gow, chartered  accountant,  appointed  trustee,  with  whom 
claims  are  to  be  lodged  by  November  28.  Meeting  fixed  for 
December  19,  at  10,  in  County  Buildings,  Glasgow, 


Iftew  Companies  &  Company  flews. 

Ozokerite  (LimitedV— Capital  100?.,  in  1?.  shares.  Objects  : 
To  acquire  ozokerite,  petroleum,  or  oil  bearing  lands,  and  to  win, 
get,  and  prepare  for  market  ozokerite,  petroleum,  and  other  cils, 
metals,  minerals,  &c. 

Amalgamated  Soap  Company  (Limited).— Capital  60,000?.,  in 
1?.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  Dean 
Mill,  Buersil,  near  Rochdale,  Lanes,  and  elsewhere,  and  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  soap  and  candle  makers,  seed-crushers,  paper- 
makers,  varnish-manufacturers,  tallow,  oil,  glycerine,  chemical, 
paint,  and  dye  merchants,  &o.  The  subscribers  are  to  appoint 
the  first  directors.  Qualification,  200?.  Remuneration  as  fixed 
by  the  company. 

James  Mason's  Stores  (Limited).— Capital  500?.,  in  1?.  shares. 
Objects :  To  take  over  the  business  of  medical  sundriesman  and 
dealer  in  bicycles  and  musical-instruments  carried  on  by  J.  C. 
Mason  at  5-7  Gray's  Inn  Passage,  W.C.,  and  the  business  of 
grocer  and  general  storekeeper  carried  on  by  the  said  J.  C.  Mason 
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at  1  Aberdeen  Buildings,  High  Street,  Bromley,  Kent.  Regis- 
tered without  articles  of  association. 

Yuos  Cures  (Limited). — Capital  4,000?.,  in  1?.  shares.  Objects  : 
To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by  J.  T.  Drew  (trading  as 
"  Power  &  Ricardo  ")  at  47  George  Street,  Kingston-upon-Hull, 
and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters, 
oil  and  colourmen,  sugar- boilers,  confectioners,  dealers  in  pro- 
prietary articles,  makers  of  electrical,  chemical,  photographic, 
surgical,  and  scientific  apparatus  and  materials,  &c.  The  first 
subscribers  are  Arthur  Hunt,  10  Perry  Street,  Hull,  solicitor's 
clerk ;  James  Walker,  jun.,  Hessle  Common,  Hull,  painter ; 
Joseph  T.  Drew,  The  Retreat,  De  La  Pole  Avenue,  Hull,  manu- 
facturer; Reginald  H.  Parker,  Grosvenor  Bank,  Scarborough, 
solicitor  ;  Charles  G.  Mayfield,  194  Anlaby  Road,  Hull,  solicitor  ; 
Henry  Whittick,  The  Newlands,  Cottingham  Road,  Hull,  yeast 
merchant ;  and  Edward  Robson,  Hop  Villa,  Hull,  J.P.  The 
subscribers  are  to  appoint  the  first  directors.  Qualification,  50?. 
Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office, 
47  George  Street,  Kingston-upon-Hull. 


Vimbos  (Limited). — There  is  announced,  by  Mr.  W.  O. 
Clough,  the  liquidator  of  Vimbos  (Limited),  a  fourth  divi- 
dend of  2s.  in  the  pound,  making  17*-.  in  the  pound,  to  the 
unsecured  creditors  of  that  concern. 

L.  Rose  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  directors  of  this  company 
(lime-juice  cordial  manufacturers,  of  Leith)  have  declared 
an  interim  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  on  the 
ordinary  shares  for  the  half-year  ending  June  30. 

Anglo-Sicilian  Sulphur  Company  (Limited). — The 
meeting  of  shareholders  was  held  on  October  12,  Mr.  W.  T. 
Brand  presiding.  The  Chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of 
the  report,  said  the  progress  of  the  company  during  the 
past  financial  year  had  continued  satisfactory,  although  the 
profits  had  not  been  quite  so  large.  This  was  owing  to  the 
lower  price  of  sulphur  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  year, 
and  to  having  to  set  aside  8,500?.  out  of  profits  as  a  provision 
for  possible  losses  on  certain  advances  to  producers.  After 
referring  in  detail  to  the  report  (printed  in  last  week's  issue, 
page  626)  he  said  the  board  had  now  set  aside  in  the  three 
reserve  funds,  capital  guarantee,  general  reserve,  and  reserve 
against  depreciation  of  stocks  of  sulphur,  about  152,000?. 
With  regard  to  the  proposed  new  contract,  they  had  received 
some  adhesions,  but  until  the  end  of  the  month  they  would 
not  know  their  real  position  in  regard  to  it.  The  company's 
large  reserves,  and  the  fact  that  they  had  made  very  large 
sales  forward ,  put  them  in  the  fortunate  position  of  being 
able  to  sit  upon  the  fence,  from  which  they  could  descend 
upon  whichever  side  might  seem  most  advantageous  to 
themselves.    The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

A.  &  F.  Pears  (Limited).— The  annual  report  of  the 
directors  to  the  shareholders  shows  that  the  net  profit  for 
the  year  which  ended  on  June  30,  after  carrying  3,765?.  12s.  Id. 
to  depreciation  fund,  was  60,964?.  16s.  9d.,  which,  with  a 
balance  carried  forward  from  the  previous  year,  leaves  a 
sum  of  64,116?.  Is.  Qd.  in  hand.  During  the  year  debenture 
interest  and  interim  dividends  on  preference  and  ordinary 
shares  have  been  paid  to  the  amount  of  26,400?.,  and  the 
directors  have  placed  5,000?.  to  the  reserve  fund.  From  the 
balance  of  32,716?.  Is.  6d.  the  directors  recommend  payment 
of  6  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  preference  shares,  12  per 
cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares  (making  10  per  cent,  for  the 
year),  and  a  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the 
deferred  ordinary  shares.  These  further  payments  will 
absorb  29,100?.,  and  will  leave  a  balance  of  3,616?.  Is.  6d. 
The  profit  and  loss  account  for  the  year  shows  a  balance  on 
trading  account  of  157,245?.  lis.  Id.  Salaries,  rent,  rates, 
taxes,  fire  insurance,  foreign  agencies,  repairs  and  renewals 
and  general  expenses,  advertising,  directors'  and  auditors' 
fees,  with  fees  to  trustees  and  debenture-holders,  absorb 
97,329?.  4s.  4^.,  leaving  the  net  profit  as  above  stated.  The 
share  capital  of  the  Company  amounts  to  610,000?.,  and 
the  5-per-cent.  debenture  stock  to  200,000?.  We  observe 
that  during  the  past  year  the  Company  has  expended 
20,047?.  13s.  Id.  in  connection  with  a  new  factory,  upon 
which  the  sum  of  26,357?.  5s.  Id.  has  so  far  been  spent. 
The  outstanding  debts  due  to  the  Company  amount  to 
53,730?.  18s.  8^  ,  and  the  stock-in-trade,  including  advertising 
stock,  horses,  vans,  &c,  to  162.418?.  0s.  Qd.  The  Company 
has  invested  123,915?.  lis.  5d.  in  Consols,  Metropolitan 
Consolidated  Stock,  and  its  own  debentures.    The  accounts 


show  in  every  way  the  very  substantial  condition  of  the 
business,  and  they  will  be  submitted  to  the  shareholders  for 
approval  at  the  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant 
on  Wednesday,  October  24,  at  2  o'clock,  when  also  Mr. 
Edward  Hegley  Byas,  the  retiring  director,  will  be  put  up 
for  re-election. 


E>eatb9. 


Acland. — At  Oxford,  on  October  16,  Sir  Henry  Went  worth 
Dyke  Acland,  K.C.B.,  M.D.,  F.R  S  ,  formerly  Regius  Professor 
of  Medicine  at  Oxford  University.  Aged  85.  The  deceased 
gentleman  had  been  connected  with  the  Oxford  University 
since  his  graduation  in  medicine  in  1840,  when  he  was 
elected  to  a  Fellowship  of  All  Souls.  He  was  appointed 
Regius  Professor  of  Medicine  in  1870,  and  retired  in  1894, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  Sir  John  Burdon  Sanderson.  He 
had  much  to  do  with  the  development  of  the  medical  school 
of  the  University,  which  was  in  an  embryonic  stage  when  he 
got  his  Fellowship.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  in  1854,  and  in  1874  became  the  President 
of  the  Council,  and  guided  its  deliberations  with  marked 
ability  until  1887,  when  he  retired  in  favour  of  Sir  Richard 
Quain.  Sir  Henry  Acland  was  connected  with  several 
public  matters  related  to  medicine,  especially  the  Sanitary 
Commission  of  1870  and  1872.  He  was  elected  a  honorary 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  in 
1887,  having  the  year  before  delivered  the  inaugural  address 
to  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  when  he  greatly  charmed  the 
members  of  the  Society  by  his  graceful  diction  and  his  in- 
timate knowledge  of  the  Pharmacopoeias  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  Sir  Henry  is  succeeded  in  the  baronetcy  by  his 
son,  Rear-Admiral  William  Dyke  Acland. 

Dickerson. — On  October  3,  Mr.  Frederick  Poulton  Dicker- 
son,  chemist  and  druggist,  West  Kensington.    Aged  60. 

Gray. — At  Portobello,  on  October  11,  Mr.  Adam  Gray, 
chemist  and  druggist,  164  Morrison  Street,  Edinburgh. 

McHugh. — At  Castleford,  Yorks,  suddenly,  on  October  15, 
Mr.  Arthur  Henry  McHugh,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mortimer. — At  Birmingham  on  September  27,  Mr.  William 
Henry  Mortimer,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  27. 

Paternoster. — On  October  11,  Mr.  John  Paternoster, 
chemist  and  druggist,  170  Cricklade  Street,  Cirencester. 
Aged  68.  Mr.  Paternoster  died  very  suddenly  from  heart- 
failure.  He  was  engaged  at  his  pharmacy  as  usual  on  the 
day  prior  to  his  death.  Next  morning  he  did  not  feel  well, 
and  eicath  occurred  before  medical  assistance  arrived.  Mr. 
Paternoster  went  to  Cirencester  thirty-five  years  ago,  taking 
over  a  small  business  just  then  opened  in  the  West  Market 
Place.  Under  his  management  the  business  increased  to 
such  an  extent  that  he  eventually  erected  his  present  hand- 
some premises  in  Cricklade  Street.  He  was  a  prominent 
Liberal  and  Nonconformist,  deacon  of  Dyer  Street  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  Superintendent  and  Secretary  of  the 
Sunday  School,  the  promoter  and  secretary  of  the  Free 
Church  Council,  and  a  generous  friend  to  the  poor. 


An  Exhibition  of  Chemical  Products  is  to  be  held 
in  May,  1901,  in  Madrid. 

More  Stringency  Wanted. — Special  agents  of  the  State 
Pharmaceutical  Examining  Board  are  visiting  drug-stores  in 
Philadelphia  with  the  object  of  ascertaining  the  competency 
of  clerks  and  of  obtaining  information  regarding  the  sale  of 
poisons.  It  is  believed  that  the  Board  is  after  facts  upon 
which  to  base  efforts  to  persuade  the  Legislature  to  pass 
more  stringent  laws  governing  the  sale  of  drugs. 

A  Business  Course. — The  directors  of  the  Brooklyn 
College  of  Pharmacy  have  decided  after  all  to  give  the 
seniors  at  the  college  this  year  the  advantage  of  a  business 
course,  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Perkins  has  been  engaged  to  give 
practical  business  talks  two  evenings  each  month  at  the 
college.  The  course  is  not  obligatory  this  year,  being 
launched  as  an  experiment,  but  it  is  hoped  that  a  large 
number  of  the  students  will  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
thus  afforded. 
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£be  permanence  of  Silver  prints. 

Abstract  of  a  Paper  by  Lewis  Ough,  F.C.S.,  F.L.S.,  Pharmaceu- 
tical Chemist,  read  before  the  Leicester  Photographic  Society. 


THE  real  cause  of  the  liability  of  silver  prints  to  fade  has 
been  much  discussed,  and  without  doubt  the  incomplete 
elimination  of  the  "  hypo  "  from  the  finished  print  is  at  the 
bottom  of  the  trouble.  Briefly,  the  chemical  changes  of  the 
fixing-process  are  these.  The  silver  chloride  that  has  been 
unacted  upon  in  printing  still  remains  in  the  paper  after 
toning,  and  when  the  print  is  immersed  in  the  "  hypo  "  bath, 
two  complex  double  salts  are  formed — a  double  hyposulphite 
of  silver  and  sodium  (AgNaS203),  and  hyposulphite  of  silver 
and  sodium,  Ag-Na^S./^.  This  latter  salt  is  almost  insoluble 
in  water,  but  is  readily  dissolved  in  excess  of  "  hypo,"  whilst 
the  former  is  readily  soluble  in  water.  If  a  portion  of  one 
or  other  of  these  substances  remains  in  the  finished  print, 
fading  is  sooner  or  later  certain  to  occur,  the  acid  vapours  of 
the  air  decomposing  the  salt,  sulphurous  acid  being  one  of 
the  principal  bleaching-products  formed.  Light  also  has  a 
marked  chemical  action  on  these  double  hyposulphites,  form- 
ing in  the  course  of  time  sulphide  of  silver,  a  body  of  a 
yellow  tint,  another  cause  of  fading.  In  the  opinion  of 
many  experts  the  former  difficulty  is  best  overcome  by  fixing 
in  two  separate  baths  of  "  hypo,"  by  which  means  the  pro- 
portion of  the  insoluble  salt  formed  in  the  first  is  readily 
dissolved  in  the  second  bath,  the  soluble  double  salt  with  the 
excess  of  hyposulphite  being  removed  by  proper  washing. 

Many  methods  are  recommended  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
termining when  all  the  "hypo "has  been  eliminated.  The 
following  are  those  most  often  used  : — 

Iodide-of- Starch  Test. — If  a  weak  solution  of  this  sub- 
stance be  painted  with  a  glass  rod  on  the  back  of  a  piece  of 
pure  paper  it  gives  a  blue  stain,  but  if  a  trace  of  "  hypo  " 
remains  in  the  pores  of  the  paper  the  colour  is  immediately 
bleached.  The  objection  to  this  test  is  that  many  sub- 
stances besides  "  hypo  "  discharge  the  colour  of  iodide  of 
starch— such,  for  instance,  as  nitrites  in  the  presence  of 
traces  of  ammonia. 

Nitrate-oj '-Silver  Test  — This  is  the  most  trustworthy  test. 
When  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  is  added  to  "  hypo  "  a 
white  precipitate  of  hyposulphite  of  silver  is  thrown  down, 
which  very  rapidly  changes  in  colour  to  yellow,  brown,  and, 
finally  black.  To  test  the  prints  or  plates,  allow  a  few  drops 
of  the  washing-water  to  fall  on  a  white  plate  and  add  a  drop 
of  10-per-cent.  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver.  If  in  the  course 
of  a  few  minutes  a  brown  colour  is  produced,  "hypo"  is 
still  present.  This  test  is  said  to  detect  1  part  in  100,000, 
but  care  must  be  taken  to  add  the  silver-solution  to  the 
"  hypo,"  and  not  vice-versa.  This  reaction  only  applies  to 
free  hyposulphite  or  the  soluble  double  salt,  and  is  useless 
to  detect  the  insoluble  double  salt. 

Permanganate  of  potassium  and  perchloride  of  mercury 
may  also  be  employed  for  the  same  purpose.  The  colour  of 
the  former  is  destroyed  by  a  solution  of  hypo,  and  a  solution 
of  the  latter  gives  a  white  precipitate  with  a  trace  of  the 
fixing-solution. 

As  the  addition  of  any  acid  to  a  solution  of  "  hypo  "  will 
cause  the  evolution  of  sulphurous  acid  and  deposition  of 
sulphur,  care  should  at  all  times  be  taken  that  the  fixing- 
bath  is  neutral  or  slightly  alkaline. 

Eliminators  of  "  hypo  "  are  frequently  used  to  get  rid  of 
the  last  traces.  Those  most  frequently  employed  are 
peroxide  of  hydrogen,  acetate  of  lead,  hypochlorite  of  zinc, 
and  hypochlorite  of  soda  ;  but  opinion  is  equally  divided  as 
to  whether  or  not  any  benefit  may  really  be  derived  from 
their  use. 

As  a  preventive  of  fading  the  quality  of  the  washing- 
water,  according  to  Sir  Wm.  Abney,  is  important.  It  should 
be  soft,  or,  if  spring-water,  should  have  a  little  alkali  added 
for  the  first  washing,  as  this  renders  the  elimination  of  the 
soluble  salts  the  more  complete.  The  prints  should  be 
carefully  washed  between  toning  and  fixing,  as  any  traces 
of  an  acid  toning-bath  left  on  prints  when  they  are  put  into 
the  fixing-bath  tends  to  decompose  the  "  hypo." 

Working  with  proper  care  and  with  materials  of  good 
quality,  permanency — at  least,  to  the  extent  that  can  fairly 
be  expected  in  silver  prints — is  assured,  and  any  falling- 
off  from  the  regular  standard  can  be  avoided  if  sufficient 
care  is  given  to  each  individual  print. 


personalities. 


Mr.  J.  A.  Lamble,  chemist,  of  Devonport,  is  one  of  the 
retiring  members  of  the  Borough  Council.  It  is  expected  he 
will  be  re-elected  unopposed. 

Councillor  Richabd  Clark  (Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.) 
will  probably  be  one  of  the  Conservative  candidates  for  St. 
Stephen's  Ward,  Edinburgh,  at  the  forthcoming  municipal 
elections. 

Lord  Alverstonb  has  been  appointed  Lord  Chief  Justice 
in  succession  to  the  late  Lord  Russell  of  Killowen.  Lord 
Justice  A.  L.  Smith  succeeds  Lord  Alverstone  as  Master  of 
the  Rolls. 

Mr.  Graham  McKie,  the  Presbyterian  missionary  reported 
to  have  been  murdered  at  Shansi,  China,  is  a  brother  to  Mr. 
McKie,  chemist,  Blackburn,  whom  he  assisted  in  his  business 
prior  to  taking  up  missionary  work. 

Councillor  J.  Beecham,  J.P.,  Mayor  of  St.  Helen's, 
entertained  900  of  the  clergy  and  churchworkers  of  all 
denominations  in  the  town  on  October  11,  to  meet  the  newly- 
appointed  Bishop  of  Liverpool  (Dr.  Chavasse). 

Mr.  C.  J.  Wain,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Newcastle,  is 
the  subject  of  a  eulogistic  sketch  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Staffordshire  Sentinel,  in  appreciation  of  his  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters. 

Mr  G.  Harold  Kent  (of  G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons,  Limited 
Farringdon  Street,  E.C.)  who  has  been  in  America  on  a 
business  trip,  while  in  New  York  was  the  guest  of  Mr.  John 
McKesson  (McKesson  &  Robbins).  Mr.  Kent  returned  by 
the  Oceanic. 

In  referring  last  week  to  the  future  Mayor  of  Wolver- 
hampton (Dr.  Hamp)  it  was  stated  that  he  was  the  son  of  the 
late  Mr.  Hamp.  Our  correspondent  was  in  error  there.  Mr. 
James  Hamp,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  the  father  of  the 
future  mayor,  is  alive  and  well,  and  still  conducts  his 
business  in  Wolverhampton. 

We  have  had  a  call  from  Mr.  F.  J.  Denham,  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist,  this  week.  Mr.  Denham  has  been  out  in 
Egypt  for  the  last  six  years,  and  is  returning  to  take  charge 
of  the  Savoy  pharmacy,  Assouan,  Upper  Egypt,  a  branch  of 
Messrs.  Norton  &  Co.'s,  of  Cairo,  which  was  opened  last 
year.  Assouan,  one  of  the  most  fashionable  wintering-places 
in  the  world,  is  600  miles  up  the  Nile. 

Dr.  John  C.  Thresh,  M.D.,  D.Sc,  F.I.C.,  the  well-known 
Sanitary  authority,  has  found  it  necessary  to  direct  his 
practice  from  a  more  central  spot  than  Chelmsford,  and  has 
accordingly  come  to  an  agreement  with  Dr.  John  Attfield, 
F.R.S.,  for  association  with  him,  and  joint  occupancy  of  the 
chambers  and  laboratories  at  111  Temple  Chambers,  London, 
E.C.  Dr.  Attfield  hopes  to  retire  gradually  from  active 
work. 

Tariff-decisions. — The  following  is  a  list  of  the  principal 
decisions  arrived  at  by  the  Swiss  Customs  Department 
during  the  seven  months  from  January  to  August  last : — 

Tariff  Rates  English 
of  Duty.  Equivalents, 

Per  100  kilos.  Per  cwt. 

f.  c.  £  s.  d. 

Guaiacol,  liquid   10  00  0    4  Of 

Guaiacol,  crystallised    8  00  0    3  3 

Mineral  salts  (Vichy,  Carlsbad,  Marien- 

bad,  <fcc),  even  when  made  up  in 

doses  (in  small  packets  of  5,  10,  &c, 

grammes)    1  50  0    0  7| 

Creosotic  acid, purified;  sesqui-sulphide 

of  phosphorus   2  00  0   0  9} 

Fluoride  of  chromium   2  00  0    0  9| 

Apparatus  for  cooling  milk      ...       ...      4  00  0    1  ?J 

Lactometers    4  00  0    1  7J 

The  Argentine  Government  notify  the  following  import-duty 
alterations : — 

Sulphate  of  copper,  10  per  cent,  (formerly  25  per  cent.),  value 
14c.  per  kilo. ;  quillaia-bark,  5  per  cent,  (formerly  25  per  cent.), 
value  24  pesos  per  100  kilos,  gross  ;  "  scagliola  "  (sulphate  of 
lime),  5  per  cent,  of  the  declared  value. 
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tfrencb  IRews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Tea  for  Caffeine. — The  conditions  under  which  tea 
and  tea-dust  can  be  temporarily  admitted  into  France  for  the 
manufacture  of  caffeine,  form  the  subject  of  an  official  decree 
promulgated  this  week. 

Dr.  Yersin  Returns. — Amongst  the  passengers  on  board 
the  s.s.  Ville  de  la  Ciotat,  which  arrived  at  Marseilles  last 
week,  was  Dr.  Yersin,  the  well-known  discoverer  of  the  anti- 
plague  serum.  He  has  returned  to  Europe  for  a  rest  after 
working  against  the  plague  at  Bombay  and  Hong  Kong, 
and  other  places  in  the  Far  East.  He  is  now  in  Paris,  and 
will  read  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  his  experiences  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine.  In  speaking  of 
the  use  of  the  serum,  he  declares  that  it  has  not  failed  in  a 
single  instance  when  used  promptly. 

Fireproof  Tests.— Some  interesting  experiments  with 
fireproof  threatical  scenery  have  been  made  by  M.  Girard, 
director  of  the  Paris  Municipal  Laboratory.  A  wooden  box, 
prepared  after  a  system  recommended  by  the  laboratory, 
covered  with  two  coatings  of  silicate  of  soda  and  one 
coating  of  amianth  (a  variety  of  asbestos),  gave  the  best 
results.  A  very  satisfactory  result  was  obtained  with  a 
wooden  box  which  had  been  prepared  with  ammonia  salts 
and  borax  by  electrolysis.  The  wood  which  is  being  used  in 
the  rebuilding  of  the  Theatre  Francais  has  been  prepared  in 
this  manner. 

French  Commerce  in  Russia. — The  French  Minister  of 
Commerce  profited  by  the  recent  visit  of  M.  de  Witte,  Russian 
Minister  of  Finance,  to  Paris,  to  settle  certain  matters 
regarding  the  export  trade  of  French  goods  to  Russia. 
Amongst  other  matters  the  following  measures  have  been 
adopted  regarding  the  exportation  of  medicinal  preparations 
and  pharmaceutical  specialities  to  Russia  as  the  result  of  a 
petition  by  French  manufacturers.  (1)  The  Council  of 
Medicine  only  examines  pharmaceutical  products,  exported 
to  Russia,  on  the  condition  that  they  are  accompanied  by 
a  detailed  description  of  the  substances  of  which  such 
products  are  composed.  (2)  Compounded  medicinal  prepara- 
tions are  only  admitted  provided  they  contain  no  harmful 
or  poisonous  substance,  and  do  not  easily  deteriorate.  (3) 
Before  giving  a  final  reply  on  the  subject  of  the  admission 
of  a  medicinal  preparation,  the  Council  first  of  all  orders  a 
chemical  analysis,  unless  the  importer  himself  supplies  an 
analysis  made  by  a  competent  Russian  or  foreign  establish- 
ment. 


International  Congress  of  Pharmacists' 
Assistants. 

This  Congress  was  opened  on  Monday  night  last  (October  15) 
at  the  Bourse  du  Travail,  3  rue  du  Chateau  d'Eau,  Paris. 
The  proceedings  commenced  soon  after  half-past  ten,  and 
were  short  and  informal.  It  had  been  intended  to  give  a 
reception  in  honour  of  the  delegates  invited  to  the  Congress, 
which  is  the  first  of  its  kind,  but  owing  to  the  recent  death 
of  M.  Eugene  Duval,  Treasurer  of  the  Association,  this  was 
abandoned  and  the  business  of  the  meeting  was  confined  to 
the  election  of  officers.  The  following  gentlemen  were 
unanimously  elected : — 

Honorary  Presidents,  MM.  Berthelot  and  Leon  Bourgeois ; 
President,  M.  Jocelyn  Robert ;  Assessors,  MM.  Hubach  and 
Peronneau,  Secretary.  A  committee,  including  a  number  of 
vice-presidents,  was  also  elected,  several  foreign  names 
being  amongst  the  number.  M.  Jocelyn  Robert  has  been 
President  of  the  Association  practically  since  the  commence- 
ment, and  his  black-pointed  beard  gives  him  the  air  of  a 
Southern,  as  does  also  his  easy  flow  of  speech.  M.  Peronneau, 
the  Secretary,  is  his  opposite  in  most  ways,  deliberate  in 
speech,  fresh-faced,  fair-haired,  and  thoughtful-looking.  M. 
Bequs,  editor  of  the  Pharmacie  Laborieuse,  the  organ  of  the 
Association,  has  also  been  an  active  member  from  the  first. 
He  has  the  general  information  and  wideawake  conversation 
expected  of  a  journalist.  I  was  told  that  Belgium,  Switzer- 
land, England,  Germany,  Russia,  Italy,  Luxemburg,  and 
Canada  were  represented,  but  few  foreign  countries  actually 
had  members  present,  though  M.  Patrick  Mount,  of  Montreal, 


represented  the  Canadian  assistants,  and  your  correspondent 
English  pharmacy. 

I  also  learned  that  the  Dutch  pharmacists'  lady  assistants 
(ladies,  they  tell  me,  are  in  the  majority  as  assistants  in 
Holland)  were  represented.  One  lady  was  present  on  the 
opening  evening.  The  meeting  was  held  in  the  Conference- 
room  on  the  first  floor  of  the  Bourse  da  Travail,  the  Grande 
Salle  being  occupied  by  the  Cabdrivers'  Congress.  The 
Bourse  closes  at  midnight,  but  leave  to  stay  longer  can  be 
obtained,  and  will  be  utilised  on  other  nights  if  necessary. 
The  following  are  the  principal  questions  submitted  for  dis- 
cussion at  the  Congress  : — 

Moral  and  material  position  of  pharmacists'  assistants  in  Franco 
and  abroad. 

Creation  of  a  diploma  of  assistant  pharmacists. 

Tribunals  of  arbitrage. 

The  rule  and  emoluments  of  locum  tenens. 

International  federation  of  pharmacists'  assistants, 

Regulation  of  hours  of  work. 

Salaries,  holidays,  and  abrupt  dismissals. 

Unhealthy  sleeping  accommodation. 

Night  service. 

Extension  to  pharmacists'  assistants  of  the  laws  regulating  work. 
Pension  fund  for  widows  and  orphans  of  pharmacists'  assistants. 
Accidents  occurring  to  assistants  when  occupied  in  their  pro- 
fessional duties. 

On  Tuesday  evening  the  proceedings  again  commenced  at 
half-past  10,  and  the  two  subjects  that  most  occupied  the 
meeting  were  "  International  Federation  of  Pharmacists' 
Assistants "  and  an  "  Unqualified  Assistant's  Diploma." 
Opinions  were  expressed  on  both  these  subjects  with  zeal 
and  conviction.  The  meetings  continue  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  evenings  of  this  week,  and  Friday  evening  the 
Congress  will  be  brought  to  a  close. 

One  of  the  principal  subjects  of  conversation  at  the  meet- 
ing on  Monday  was  a  resolution,  said  to  have  been  recently 
passed  by  the  General  Association  of  French  Pharmacists, 
recommending  that  its  members  should  engage  no  new 
assistants  for  a  time,  with  a  view  to  keeping  down  the 
number  of  pharmacists.  The  details  so  far  forthcoming  of 
this  self-denying  ordinance  on  the  part  of  the  committee  of 
the  General  Association  are  not  sufficiently  precise  to  enable 
an  opinion  to  be  expressed  ;  but,  as  many  French  pharma- 
cists have  a  high  opinion  of  the  prosperity  of  their  profession 
in  countries  where  pharmacy  is  protected,  any  project 
having  that  much-desired  object  in  view  is  sure  to  have  a 
favourable  hearing.  The  Association  of  French  Assistants 
is  represented  at  the  Paris  Exhibition,  and  it  was  announced 
at  Monday's  meeting  that  it  has  been  awarded  a  gold 
medal. 


Business  Cbanoes. 


Mr.  A.  P.  White,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  bought  the 
business  of  Messrs.  Rackham  &  Co.,  11  The  Parade,  Eltham. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Holloway  has  bought  Gaskells'  business, 
Goldhawk  Road,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W.  It  is  being  refitted 
and  restocked. 

Mr.  W.  Couch,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  bought  the 
business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  H.  Edgson,  at  Market 
Place,  Chippenham. 

Bruce's  Drug-stores,  Ealing,  W.,  have  acquired  premises 
at  214  Earl's  Court  Road,  S.W.,  which  they  will  open  as  a 
high-class  drug-stores  on  completion  of  alterations. 

Mr.  James  Laycock,  proprietor  of  the  Hurlingham  and 
Egham  pharmacies,  has  disposed  of  his  Egham  branch  to 
Mr.  W.  J.  Morgan,  formerly  of  High  Street,  Wandsworth. 

Mr.  Roderic  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly 
manager  for  Mr.  A.  Priestland,  chemist,  Ramsey,  Isle  of  Man, 
has  opened  a  business  at  North  Beach,  Stornoway,  Hebrides. 

The  Business  Formerly  carried  on  by  Messrs.  Pollard 
&  Brown,  chemists  and  druggists,  at  the  corner  of  St.  James's 
Street  and  High  Street,  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight,  has  been 
closed. 

Messrs.  Hitchman  &  Son,  chemists,  Kettering,  have 
closed  their  Gold  Street  premises  temporarily  for  alterations. 
Business  in  the  meantime  will  be  carried  on  as  far  as  possible 
at  their  establishment  15  Market  Place. 
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£be  pbarmaceutfcal  Hvtarp. 


"1' killed  cl&use -second 


Hills   slew  Cexrteighe 


Smith  killecl  Gifford 


I  dug  it5  grave 


Peart  winKed  toWootton 


Begys  55>w  it  die. 

THE  MODERN  COCK-ROBIN. 


Who  killed  Clause  Second  ? 
I,  said  Glyn  Jones, 
'Mid  a  myriad  groans, 
I  killed  Clause  Second  ! 
Then  the  Leaders  of  Pharmacy  argued  and  differed, 
And  Hills  slew  Carteighe  and  Smith  killed  Gifford, 
And  the  fight  raged  long — for  opinions  differed, 
As-they-of  ten-do. 

Who  saw  It  die  ? 
I,  President  Beggs, 
Broke  Its  arms  and  Its  legs, 
And  I  saw  It  die ! 
Then  stern  Caledonia,  ne'er  known  to  falter, 
Shouted,  "  Currie,"  while  Kelly  soon  laid  out  McWalter, 
And  the  conflict  raged — did  a  Celt  ever  falter  1 
Not-with-fighting-on. 


Who  wove  Its  shroud  ? 
I,  said  young  Chater — 
Ask  Alma  Mater  ; 
I  wove  Its  shroud  ! 
Then  the  Trade  woke  up  'mid  a  howlin'  and  a  hootin', 
And  all  looked  blank  as  Paul  winked  to  Wootton, 
And  never  before  was  there  heard  such  hootin' 
As-we-all-heard-then. 

Who  dug  Its  grave  1 
I,  C.  2>  B., 
No  doubt  can  be 
But  that  I  dug  Its  grave. 
Then  the  Rymer  wriggled  and  the  Jay-bird  spluttered 
In  his  cage  and  Xrayser  dolefully  muttered, 
"  P'raps  It's  gone  where  Ord'nary  Pharmacist  fluttered, 
Alas  !-and-woe-is-me ! " 


TRADE  TABS. 


The  export  of  musk  from  Thibet,  vid  Yatung,  during  1899 
amounted  to  116,024r. 

Over  15J  tons  of  benziin,  valued  at  847/.,  were  exported 
from  Bangkok  during  1899. 

During  1899  four  new  chemical  companies  were  registered 
in  the  Consular  district  of  Rome. 

Messrs.  D.  &  W.  Gibbs  (Limited),  had  an  announcement 
on  page  5  last  week.    Did  you  see  it  1 

The  value  of  drugs  imported  into  Barcelona  during  1899, 
were  312,712/.,  against  90,880?.  in  1898. 

The  only  export  from  Kossova,  Turkey,  to  Great  Britain 
during  1899  was  opium,  valued  at  17,400/. 


AFTER  CLOSING  TIME. 


Going  the  Rounds.— Student :  "  The  hairs  of  our  heads 
even  are  all  numbered."  Baldhead  :  "  Well,  then,  I'd  like-  to 
secure  a  few  back  numbers." 

"  My  sister's  sweetheart  kicked  me  yesterday,  but  I  got 
even  with  him."  "  How  I"  "I  mixed  quinine  with  her 
face-powder.    Won't  she  taste  bitter  1 " 

Pre-digested. — Chemist :  "Yes,  sir,  this  grano-grino  is  the 
best  breakfast  food  on  the  market.  It  is  pre-digested."  Mr. 
Fadsby  (shuddering)  :  "  Bless  my  soul !    By  whom  ?  " 

Fuddy  :  "  Mrs.  Brownrigg  always  speaks  of  her  physician, 
Dr.  Stickker,  as  an  '  old  war-horse.'  Isn't  it  odd  ?  "  Duddy  : 
"  Oh,  I  don't  know.    They  say  he  is  a  terrible  charger." 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. — Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


The  B.P.  as  a  Sale  Standard. 

Sik, — Those  who  have  taken  the  trouble  to  study  reports 
cf  drug-trade  prosecutions  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  may  have  observed  that  the  offences  fall  into 
one  or  other  of  two  classes.  First,  those  cases  in  which, 
through  careless  manipulation,  defective  storage,  or  culpable 
intent,  the  article  sold  is  below  the  recognised  standard  ; 
and,  second,  cases  where  drugs  with  popular  or  trade  names 
differ  in  composition  or  otherwise  from  articles  to  which  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  has  attached  those  names,  and  where 
the  public  authorities  institute  proceedings  against  traders 
on  the  assumption  that  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  is  a  legal 
standard  under  the  Acts.  On  these  latter  cases  I  wish  to 
make  some  observations.  Whilst  I  quite  admit  that  in  the 
compounding  of  physicians'  prescriptions  the  Pharmacopoeia 
should  be  rigidly  adhered  to  in  every  particular,  I  submit 
that  it  is  unfair  and  vexatious  to  have  police-court  proceed- 
ings instituted  simply  because  this  or  that  inspector  or  public 
analyst  chooses  to  set  up  for  himself  an  arbitrary  standard, 
and  through  the  technical  ignorance  of  an  honorary  magis- 
tracy succeeds  in  obtaining  a  conviction  against  an  honest 
trader.  These  cases  are  generally  reported  by  the  lay  press 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  convey  (unwittingly,  I  grant,  yet 
none  the  less  damaging  to  a  tradesman)  an  altogether 
erroneous  impression  to  the  public.  In  certain  cases  no 
great  harm  can  accrue  from  taking  the  Pharmacopoeia  as  a 
standard  in  ordinary  trading,  as,  for  example,  Seidlitz 
powders,  Gregory's  powder,  and  compound  liquorice,  but  it 
is  quite  unfair  that  a  substance  such  as  magnesia  should  be 
singled  out  and  asked  for  by  an  inspector  in  an  indefinite 
fashion,  he  probably  knowing  well  what  the  custom  of  the 
district  is,  and  what  the  public  expect  to  get  under  that 
name,  so  that  the  article  which  he  is  pretty  sure  to  get  will 
provide  him  with  ground  for  action.  Under  such  circum- 
stances the  safeguarding  of  the  public  health  becomes  a 
farce,  and  persecution,  not  prosecution,  more  accurately 
defines  the  sequel. 

There  is  no  doubt  whatever,  judging  from  the  evidence 
given  in  magnesia  prosecutions  from  time  to  time,  that  the 
light  carbonate  is  the  popular  article.  This  is  my  experi- 
ence in  a  working-class  retail,  and  it  is  corroborated  by 
confreres  in  both  wholesale  and  retail.  In  fact  when,  as  a 
precautionary  measure,  the  calcined  preparation  has  been 
supplied  I  have  frequently  known  the  packet  to  be  returned 
with  the  remark  that  "  This  is  not  the  kind  I  want,"  together 
with  a  request  to  be  given  "the  light  kind."  This  by 
customers  who  know  nothing  about  the  relative  viitues  of 
oxide  and  carbonate.  Assuming  for  the  sake  of  argument 
that  the  Pharmacopceial  magnesia  is  the  oxide,  surely  an 
inspector,  if  he  has  simply  the  protection  of  the  public  at 
heart,  could  ask  for  calcined  magnesia.  It  is  a  definite 
article  of  commerce,  and  if  he  were  supplied  with  the 
carbonate  he  would  be  prejudiced.  Breach  of  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts  presupposes  fraud,  and  in  many  in- 
stances— e  ff ,  the  sale  of  camphorated  oil  deficient  in 
camphor,  and  made  with  a  cheap  mineral  or  vegetable  oil,  is 
perpetrated  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  larger  profit  on  the 
article.  The  sale  of  magnesium  carbonate  when  "  mag- 
nesia "  is  asked  for  is  not  in  this  category.  The  Pharma- 
copoeia describes  the  oxides  as  light  magnesia  and  heavy 
magnesia,  and  pharmacopceial  partisans  argue  that  these  are 
the  lawful  magnesias.  But  what  of  fluid  magnesia,  also 
official,  which  is  essentially  a  solution  of  the  carbonate  ?  If 
"magnesia"  is  an  incorrect  name  for  the  carbonate  in 
powder,  it  should  also  be  incorrect  for  the  carbonate  in 
solution  ;  but  officially  "  fluid  magnesia  "is  right.  Assuming 


the  oxide  to  be  the  official  "  magnesia,"  and  I  grant  that  it 
is  a  usual  practice  in  dispensing  to  use  this  article  where  no 
qualifying  indication  appears  on  the  prescription,  yet  the 
dispenser  would  not  indiscriminately  fix  upon  the  oxide.  He 
would  be  guided  by  the  context.  In  an  essential  oil  in- 
halation I  have  often  seen  "magnesia"  prescribed,  when 
experience  clearly  indicated  the  carbonate. 

The  magnesia  question  perhaps  stands  alone  in  its  am- 
biguity in  the  whole  category  of  "  suspects  "  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts  although  other  substances,  potash-water,  soda- 
water,  mercurial-ointment,  &c,  are  somewhat  similar.  In 
the  first  of  these,  the  aerated  waters,  the  commonsense 
rendering  was  accepted  while  they  were  official,  and  latterly 
no  bench  would  convict  because  the  bottle  or  syphon  did 
not  contain  the  B  P.  percentage  of  saline  carbonate. 
Mercurial  or  mercury  ointment  has  come  to  grief  several 
times  lately.  Considering  the  risk  of  mercurial  poisoning 
by  the  use  of  the  B.P.  ointment  for  the  purposes  for  which 
the  public  purchase  it,  a  well-defended  case  heard  by  a 
capable  magistrate  should  gain  the  day.  The  British 
Pharmacopoeia  is  clearly  inapplicable  to  such  cases,  and, 
without  combating  in  the  least  the  general  principle  that 
that  work  is  the  standard  which  should  be  followed  by 
pharmacists  in  compounding  physic,  I  submit  that  there 
are  customs  as  between  sellers  and  purchasers  of  drugs 
which  should  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  authorities 
who  administer  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Yours  truly, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne,  October  15.     George  F.  Mersox. 
Test-tubes. 

Sir, — In  response  to  my  note  on  test-tubes  in  your  Educa- 
tional Number  I  have  received  many  communications  and 
some  excellent  samples  of  what  such  things  should  be  but 
the  chief  objection  is  that  the  price  is  prohibitive,  the 
cheapest  costing  3s.  9d.  for  half  a  dozen.  Moreover,  they  do 
not  stand  sudden  change  of  temperature  well,  and  in  some 
cases  not  at  all.  What  is  wanted  is  standard  sizes,  thin 
glass,  and  roughly  (and  cheaply)  graduated.  The  method  of 
graduation  by  etching  is  too  slow  and  troublesome  to  be 
cheap. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Birmingham,  October  15.  F.  H.  Alcock. 

Legislation 

Sir, — As  secretary  of  the  local  association  I  had  a  talk 
with  Sir  Robert  lleid,  Q  C,  during  the  election  campaign 
about  pharmaceutical  legislation.  I  laid  the  case  before  Sir 
Robert  as  briefly  and  as  clearly  as  I  could,  and  he  gave  me 
most  sympathetic  attention.  He  is  not  the  kind  of  man  to 
assent  offhand  to  everything  said,  and  in  this  case  he  put 
questions  and  advanced  difficulties  quite  freely,  but  in  the 
end  he  stated  it  as  his  opinion  that  our  titles  ought  to  be 
reserved  to  qualified  meD,  and  companies  ought  to  be  under 
qualified  control.  When  I  stated  that  unsuccessful  pharmacy 
I  students,  grocers,  tailors,  &c,  had  formed  bogus  companies 
all  over  the  country  for  the  evasion  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  he 
said  that  was  "  perfectly  absurd."  We  had  a  talk  about  the 
form  which  "qualified  control"  ought  to  take,  and  Sir 
Robert  appeared  doubtful  about  our  ability  to  secure  entire 
qualified  directorates.  He  did  not  actually  suggest  that  we 
direct  our  efforts  to  securing  a  qualified  director  who  should 
be  bona-fide  general  manager,  but  when  I  made  that  sugges- 
tion he  appeared  to  think  there  was  more  hope  for  that  kind  of 
control.  Altogether  Sir  Robert  was  more  cautious  than  a  less 
experienced  man  would  probably  have  been,  but  he  was  quite 
sympathetic  and  clear  on  the  "titles  and  control,"  and  I 
would  rather  take  this  much  from  him  than  a  great  deal 
more  from  any  other  man.  From  a  remark  made  by  Sir 
Robert  Reid  I  have  been  set  to  thinking  about  titles  in  other 
professions,  and  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
protection  of  titles  is  loosely  attended  to  in  many  cases. 
The  British  Medical  Association,  for  instance,  is  not,  in  my 
opinion,  attending  very  well  to  medical  titles,  and  in  this 
matter  it  is  paviDg  a  mightily  rough  path  for  humbler 
professions  to  follow  in.  The  British  Medical  Journal  might 
do  worse  than  call  attention  to  this  matter. 

Dumfries,  October  15.  James  Reid. 

What  Mr.  Hindle  Said. 
Sir, — My  remarks  at  a  meeting  of  our  local  association 
have  been  entirely  misinterpreted  by  "Free  Lance"  and 
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some  others.  I  said  that  it  was  unfortunate  that  the  seven- 
eighths  portion  of  pharmacy  kept  body  and  soul  together,  but 
I  never  thought,  said,  or  suggested  that  Parliament  should 
interfere  or  interpose  on  our  behalf  in  the  purely  trading 
element.  My  contention  is  that  we  have  ourselves  to  blame 
if  our  business  is  not  a  success  after  we  have  secured  the 
sole  right  to  use  our  hard-earned  title — a  privilege  which 
we  do  not  at  present  possess. 

Yours  truly, 

Blackburn,  October  12.  Jos.  Hindle. 

Divisional  Secretaries. 

Sir, — The  election  of  secretaries  for  each  "  Parliamentary 
division  of  the  country  "  is  announced  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  to  take  place  at  once.  I  write  to  draw 
attention  to  this  election.  Now  is  the  time  when  new  blood 
can  be  introduced,  and  never  was  the  time  so  ripe.  I 
strongly  urge  that  members  of  the  Society  should  get  rid  of 
all  fossil  secretaries,  and  permit  no  sentiment  to  stand  in 
the  way.  We  want  "  radical  reforms,"  and  the  local 
secretary  in  each  town  should  be  an  alert  man,  and  one  who 
has  the  desire  and  also  the  leisure  to  work  for  the  good  of 
the  trade.  It  is  quite  easy  to  fix  on  your  man,  and  by 
calling  on  your  fellow  chemists  get  them  to  agree  to  vote  for 
him.  I  say  it  is  easy.  What  I  mean  to  convey  is  that  if  the 
choice  is  limited  to  the  men  who  are  willing  and  have  the 
leisure,  and  are  keen  fighters  politically,  the  choice  neces- 
sarily is  small,  probably  but  one  to  each  division. 

Radical.  (210/65.) 

The  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations  has 
issued  the  following  letter  to  affiliated  associations  : — ■ 

Deae  Sib, — You  are,  no  doubt,  familiar  with  the  new  scheme 
for  local  organisation  that  has  been  adopted  by  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Council,  and  I  have  to  say  that  the  Executive  Committee  of 
this  Federation  welcomes  the  Council's  adoption  of  the  view  that 
local  associations  should  confer  as  to  the  names  to  be  suggested 
for  appointment  as  divisional  secretaries. 

This  is  one  of  the  objects  of  the  Federation  as  explained  in  the 
rules. 

The  new  Parliament  will,  in  all  probability,  be  asked  to  con- 
sider a  Bill  to  amend  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  and  it  is  of  the  first 
importance  that  those  appointed  as  divisional  secretaries  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  should  be  active  and  vigilant  in  the  pro- 
secution of  their  duties  as  organising-offlcers  and  the  very  best 
men  for  the  position. 

The  aim  is  to  have  an  officer  of  the  Society  in  every  parlia- 
mentary division,  if  possible.  Will  your  Association  see  to  the 
requirements  of  your  district  ? 

As  the  signed  nomination-cards  must  be  posted  not  later  than 
October  30,  it  is  most  desirable  that  the  matter  be  considered 
before  that  day. 

It  should  be  noted  by  your  chairman  that  as  membership  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  purely  voluntary,  only  supporters 
should  be  permitted  to  nominate  or  vote  for  persons  for  office  in 
the  Society.  Yours  truly, 

G-eo,  F.  Mebson,  Hon.  Sec. 

Mr.  Broadhead's  "  Logic." 

Sir, — "  Xrayser's"  two  paragraphs  on  logic  are  samples  of 
the  dust  which  is  thrown  in  the  eyes  of  the  readers  of 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  when  any  opinions  not 
approved  of  by  that  paper  are  discussed  in  its  columns. 
Logic  is  all  right  when  it  suits  "  Xrayser's  "  views  and  all 
wrong  when  it  does  not.  The  very  logic  which  he  com- 
mences by  disparaging,  and  concludes  by  saying  "  it  would 
break  to  pieces  against  the  common-sense  of  a  House  of 
Commons'  Committee,"  is  actually  the  logic  that  members  of 
Parliament  are  prepared  to  use  against  us  and  make  us  feel 
like  unreasonable  and  inconsistent  men.  It  is  an  insult  to 
our  intelligence  to  endeavour  to  teach  us  that  logic  and 
common-sense  are  totally  different  things.  The  involved 
sentence  abDut  ''statutes  to  benefit  the  community  must  be 
adapted  to  conditions  of  society,  &c,"  is  the  usual  sort  of 
taDgle  which  can  be  sorted  out  by  an  intelligent  individual 
if  he  will  take  the  trouble,  but  is  readily  unravelled  by  a 
drug-store  at  less  than  half  the  price  charged  by  an  ordinary 
chemist.  I  will  take  the  risk  of  an  accusation  of  vanity,  and 
say  that  "  Xrayser's  "  allusion  to  the  argument  that  we  must 
abandon  the  '  Widow's  Clause"  refers  to  recent  remarks 
and  a  letter  of  mine  in  a  contemporary.  I  never  used  the 
word  "logic;"  I  once  only  used  the  word  "  logical "  ironi- 
cally.   I  claim  that  all  I  have  said  or  written  is  consistent 


common-sense,  whether  it  is  logic  or  not.  "  Xrayser " 
criticises  my  argument  in  the  same  paragraphs  with  Dr. 
Edmunds  and  other  irrelevant  matter  in  order  to  produce  the 
necessary  mental  confusion,  and  then  calls  it  logic — logic 
which  might  appeal  to  pedantic  professors,  &c. — because  he 
knows  that  the  minds  of  a  certain  section  of  the  readers  of 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  are  so  befogged  by  its 
double-dealing  and  prevarication,  that  they  think  anything 
called  "  logic  "  must  be  opposed  to  their  interests.  When 
plain  straightforward  facts  can  neither  be  answered  nor 
refuted,  it  is  easy  to  concoct  complicated  sentences  and 
scurrilous  doggerel,  and  thus  mislead  the  unthinking  multi- 
tude. The  following  are  hard  facts.  They  are  also  logic. 
No  sensible  man  will  be  misled  by  efforts  to  show  that  facts 
are  the  sort  of  logic  for  academies  and  debating-societies 
only.  I  happen  to  have  been  in  communication  with  one  of 
"  Xrayser's  "  common-sense  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons' Committee.  I  will  quote  the  words  of  that  M.P. : — 
"  There  is  a  provision  in  your  Act  for  a  chemist's  business  or 
businesses  to  be  carried  on  without  his  personal  super- 
vision if  a  qualified  man  is  employed  in  each  shop.  What 
hardship,  therefore,  is  there  in  a  company  carrying  on 
business  on  the  same  conditions  1  The  public  are  equally 
protected  in  the  one  case  as  the  other."  This  too  is  logic 
—logic  which  might  appeal  to  pedantic  professors  and 
lawyers — but,  unfortunately  for  any  claim  "  Xrayser  "  may 
lay  to  either  logic  or  common-sense,  it  appeals  to  House 
of  Commons'  Committees,  practical  members  of  Parliament, 
disinterested  business-men,  and  the  common-sense  commu- 
nity generally. 

Batley,  October  15.  R.  Broadhead. 

[Until  "  Xrayser  "  has  the  opportunity  of  reading  Mr.  Broad- 
head's  remarks  we  would  commend  to  his  (Mr.  B.'s)  considera- 
tion the  utility  of  the  following  prescription,  which  we  have 
known  to  do  good  in  similar  cases 

Podophyll.  resin     ...    gr.  iv. 

Tr.  zingib.  fort.       ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Ext.  cascar.  sag.  liq   5iij- 

M.SA. 

Dose  :  Ten  to  20  drops  in  a  wineglassf  ul  of  water  the  last 
thing  at  night.  The  larger  dose  is  advisable  to  begin  with. — 
Edit  ob.] 

On  the  Suggested  Beform  in  the  Irish  Society. 

Sir, — May  I  be  permitted  to  point  out  that  there  is  no 
"  Irish  squabble,"  as  you  are  pleased  to  describe  the  discus- 
sion on  a  suggested  reform  of  the  apparently  partisan 
character  of  appointments  to  our  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland  ?  The  purpose  of  an  annual  meeting  is,  I  humbly 
conceive,  not  merely  to  indulge  in  self-laudation  or  to  make 
an  occasion  for  mutual  admiration,  but  also  to  air  griev- 
ances— real  or  imaginary — to  suggest  reforms,  and  even  to 
effect  them.  My  excellent  friend,  Mr.  Wells,  may  not  agree 
with  everything  I  say  or  suggest,  but  a  trivial  difference  of 
opinion  does  not  constitute  a  squabble.  For  my  part,  I 
think  that  the  Council  will  endeavour  to  allay  the  feelings 
of  irritation  which  have  undoubtedly  been  raised  in  some 
quarters  by  their  conservative  instincts,  and  hence  I 
purpose  leaving  the  matter  for  the  present  in  their  hands, 
instead  of  giving  the  grievance  that  publicity  which  a  large 
section  of  the  Iri^h  press  would  gladly  afford  to  it. 

Yours  sincerely, 

J.  C.  McWalter. 

19  North  Earl  Street,  Dublin,  October  14. 

Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colonies'  Trade-marks. 

Sir, — In  view  of  the  great  influx  of  trade  which  will 
doubtless  follow  the  pacification  of  the  countries  which 
have  been  annexed  to  the  British  possessions,  we  made 
inquiries  on  behalf  of  intending  exporters  what  changes 
had  taken  place  with  regard  to  patents  and  the  registration 
of  trade-marks,  and  we  think  it  may  be  interesting  to  state 
that  all  applications  can  now  be  filed  with  the  military 
Governor,  who  will  grant  a  receipt  for  the  documents  and 
note  particulars  of  the  application.  When  the  registry  - 
office  is  re-opened  the  applications  can  be  proceeded  with 
under  the  existing  laws  of  the  former  States.  The  procedure 
is  intended  to  grant  to  patentees  the  protection  accorded  to 
them  in  terms  of  the  former  Acts  which  appear  still  to 
regulate  patent  and  trade-mark  law.    The  same  fees  will 
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have  to  be  paid  as  heretofore.  The  forms  were  simple 
under  the  former  precedure,  and  no  difficulty  existed  in 
obtaining  certificates  in  due  course. 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

Seymour  Salaman,  Townroe  &  Co. 
65  and  66  Chancery  Lane,  London,  October  16. 

Apothecaries'  Assistants. 
Sir, — I  noticed  in  your  last  issue  a  letter  by  a  subscriber 
as  to  prohibiting  unqualified  persons  from  dispensing  pre- 
scriptions. He  called  himself  "  Hall-certificate  Holder," 
and  I  quite  agree  with  him  that  it  would  be  unfair  to  the 
"  Hallites  "  to  bring  this  into  law,  although,  I  suppose,  they 
are  legally  qualified,  but  not  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
exam.  I  remember,  some  sixteen  months  ago,  seeing  a 
similar  suggestion  put  forth,  but  nothing  has  been  done. 
It  was  when  a  doctor's  assistant,  unqualified,  as  it  happened, 
made  an  error  in  weighing  some  morphia ;  but  because  he, 
being  "  unqualified,"  made  a  mistake,  it  does  not  follow 
that  "  lesser  lights  "  need  do  likewise.  Constant  vigilance 
is,  I  think,  the  best  safeguard  against  accidents.  But 
supposing  it  became  law,  how  would  the  numerous 
apprentices  and  juniors  do  without  practice  in  the  "  art  of 
dispensing?"  The  rule  is,  so  I  understand,  "  serve  three 
years  to  a  duly-registered  chemist  and  have  practice  in 
dispensing  the  prescriptions  of  medical  men."  Would  an 
amendment  of  this  law  be  advisable  to  compel  chemists 
to  let  their  apprentices  make  up  the  prescriptions,  and  then 
throw  the  mixture  to  the  "four  winds  "? 

Yours  truly, 

Veritas.  (214/60.) 

A  Warning. 

Sir, — Allow  me  to  put  your  London  subscribers  especially 
upon  their  guard  in  respect  to  an  advertising  dodge.  A 
short  time  ago  a  gentleman  called  upon  me  from  the 
"  St.  James's  Press,"  offering  to  put  a  column  of  descriptive 
matter  relating  to  my  business  in  the  St.  James's  Review. 
The  only  payment  required  was  that  I  should  take  fifty  copies 
to  distribute  to  my  best  customers  as  an  advertisement,  the 
price  being  6d.  per  copy.  He  mentioned  several  chemists, 
among  them  being  a  well-known  West-end  pharmacist,  as 
having  been  very  well  satisfied  with  this  means  of  adver- 
tising. Eventually  I  agreed  to  take  twenty  copies,  approving 
of  the  article  written,  and  paid  him  5s.  deposit  (he  wanted 
10*'.,  but  I  declined  to  part  with  that  sum).  After  waiting 
for  some  time  for  the  proof-copy,  which  never  came,  I  wrote 
to  the  -;  St.  James's  Press,"  asking  why  it  had  not  been  sent,  to 
which  I  have  had  no  reply.  But  yesterday  the  letter  was 
returned  through  the  "  Dead-letter  Office."  It  had  been  re- 
addressed  from  71  Fleet  Street,  E.C.  (the  address  on  the 
printed  billhead),  to  a  private  address  in  Hornsey,  N.,  where 
it  was  marked  "  Gone  away  from  second  address."  The 
following  is  a  description  of  the  man,  who  signs  himself 
"  Charles  Douglas  "  :  medium  height,  about  5  feet  6  inches, 
rather  gentlemanly,  with  hair  and  moustache  turning  grey  ; 
wore  a  greyish-tweed  suit,  frock-csat,  and  soft-felt  hat  to 
match.  A  Victim.  (215/38.) 

[As  a  rule  notices  of  the  kind  offered  are  absolutely  worthless, 
and  we  are  surprised  that  any  chemist  should  entertain  such 
offers. — Editor.] 

Watch,  the  Watches. 

We  have  had  communications  this  week  from  subscribers 
complaining  about  a  watch  company  in  Liverpool,  which 
has  been  doing  business  with  chemists  from  Kochdale  to 
Blackburn,  in  regard  to  an  advertising  scheme.  The  com- 
pany sells  the  chemist  a  "  14c.  rolled-gold "  watch  for 
12s.  6d.  and  300  cards  for  10s.  On  the  front  of  the  card  is  a 
space  for  a  chemist's  slip-label,  and  rows  of  "  Id.,"  "  3d.," 
"6d.,"  and  "  Is."  The  back  of  the  card  contains  the  follow- 
ing wording : — 

Bead  carefully  the  following  method  of  obtaining  a  Watch  at 
Manufacturer' s  Price  : 

The  figures  round  the  front  of  this  card  aggregate  20s.,  and  when 
goods  to  that  amount  have  been  bought  at  this  shop,  and  the 
card  properly  punched  and  signed,  the  holder  can  then  purchase 
one  of  these  watches  for  the  nominal  sum  of  13s.  2d.,  which  is 
about  half  the  usual  retail  price. 

These  watches  can  either  be  obtained  by  our  customers  them- 
selves at  the  office  of  the   ,  or  we  can  send  for  them  as 


required,  but  in  every  case  the  figures  on  the  card  must  be  all 
punched  out  before  the  watch  can  be  had. 

A  puncher  is  needed  to  punch  the  cards,  and  this  the  company 
promise  to  supply,  but  two  correspondents  complain  that 
they  are  unable  to  carry  out  Mark  Twain's  famous  injunc- 
tion, "  Punch,  brothers,  punch  with  care,"  as  the  puncher  is 
laggard.  Mr.  R.  Lord  Gifford  informs  us  that  a  traveller  for 
the  company  has  now  a  great  heap  of  cards  with  chemists' 
slips  on,  and  Mr.  Gifford's  amongst  them.  Mr.  Gifford 
neither  gave  his  slip  nor  has  he  authorised  the  use  of  his 
name  in  recommendation  of  the  scheme. 


Dispensing  Notes. 

A  section  for  the  elucidation  of  difficulties  and  interchange  o 
views  on  dispensing-problems. 


A  Lanoline  Emulsion. 

SIR, — I  shall  be  very  grateful  if  you  will  kindly  say  if  it  is 
possible  to  make  the  following  into  an  inseparable  cream. 
It  is  a  copy  of  a  prescription  by  a  locum  tenens  for  a  City 
doctor.    I  find  the  lanolin  always  separate  in  lumps: — 

Bismuth,  carb.         ...       ...       ...  5i>j- 

Zinci  oxidi     ...       ...       ...       ...  5iij- 

Ac.  carbol.     ...       ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Glycerin   5iv. 

Lanolin.        ...       ...       ...       ...  5'ij' 

Liq.  calcis  ad     $vj. 

Sig. :  Paint  on. 

Fbrrum.    (206/32 ) 

[Mix  the  lanoline  with  2  dr.  of  pulv.  saponis  in  a  warm  mortar 
then  gradually  add  the  lime-water  previously  warmed,  finally  add 
this  to  the  powders  which  have  been  rubbed  up  with  the  glycerin 
diluted  with  a  small  quantity  of  the  water.] 

A  Curious  Pill. 

Sir, — Please  let  me  know  in  your  next  issue  how  to  dis- 
pense the  following  prescription  : — 

Salol   5j. 

Ac.  boric   gr.  xlviij. 

Methylene  blue    gr.  xij. 

01.  myristicse...       ...       ...       ...  in_xij. 

01.  santal   tnxij. 

Ext.  hyoscy.  ...       ...       ...       ...  gr.  lij. 

Mica  panis    ...    q.s. 

M.    Ft,  pil,  48. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  turn  out  a  decent  pill-mass. 

Karachi.  (212/11.) 

[Mix  the  oils  with  12  gr.  pulv.  tragac.  co.  and  6  gr.  pulv.  saponis  ; 
add  the  powders,  and  mass  with  glucoso,  the  ext.  hyoscyami,  and 
if  necessary  a  little  pulv.  glycyrrhiza?.] 

A  Compound.  Powder. 

Sir, — Can  you  answer  me,  through  the  medium  of  your 
Inquiries  column,  whether  a  mixture  of  powders — phena- 
cetin,  caffeine,  quinine,  and  butyl-chloral  hydrate  (mixed 
dry) — will  deteriorate  when  wrapped  as  powders  in  ordinary 
demy  paper?  Also,  will  there  be  any  action  between  the 
constituents  in  the  dry  state  ?  Spes.  (206/54.) 

[No  change  takes  place  when  the  powders  are  mixed.  Thay  can 
be  dispensed  in  demy  papers  and,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  there  will 
be  no  reaction.] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


190/53.  Fondant. — We  are  unable  to  refer  you  to  any 
books  giving  the  information  you  want  on  the  manufacture 
of  chocolate  and  chocolate-cream. 

195/37.  Pcd. — Solidifying  Spirit. — We  cannot  give  you 
the  number  of  the  patent  under  which  "  Spiritine  "  is  manu- 
factured. An  abstract  of  a  recent  patent  was  given  in  the 
C.  $  Z».,January  27,  page  186. 
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198,34.  Vet. — Armorial  Bearings  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society. — The  following  is  the  proper  heraldic 
descriptioa  of  the  Society's  arms: — "Or,  on  a  cross  gules, 
between  a  dove  holding  in  the  mouth  an  olive-branch  in  the 
first  quarter,  an  aloe  in  the  second,  a  staff  erect  entwined  by 

a  serpent  in  the  third,  and  an 
alembic  and  receiver  in  the 
fourth,  all  proper  ;  a  pair  of 
scales  of  the  first ;  on  a  chief 
azure,  a  stag  lodged,  also 
of  the  first."  The  crest  is 
"  on  a  wreath  of  the  colours 
a  pestle  and  mortar,  or." 
Avicenna  representing  phar- 
macy in  Arabia  is  figured  on 
the  left,  holding  in  his  hand 
the  staff  of  iEsculapius, 
whilst  Galen  is  on  the  right, 
with  a  pair  of  scales  in  his 
hand.  The  motto,  "  Habenda 
ratio  valetudhiis,"  is  best 
translated  "  Having  a  regard  for  health.*'  We  should  add 
that  the  illustration  given  is  a  combination  of  the  Society's 
arms  and  crest  with  the  diploma  designed  by  Mr.  H.  P. 
Briggs,  K.A ,  in  1841,  and  granted  to  pharmaceutical 
chemists.  The  wreath  of  melicinal  flowers— poppy,  digi- 
talis, belladonna,  hyoscjamus,  taraxacum,  roses,  rhubaib, 
senna,  scammony,  jalap,  acacia,  laurus  camphora,  and  the 
pine — which  Avicenna  is  pointing  to  is  part  of  the  orna- 
mentation of  the  diploma.  The  pedestal  is  also  a  part  of 
the  diploma,  the  bas-relief  representing  an  alchemist  in  his 
laboratory,  the  symbols  at  each  corner  being  (beginning  at 
the  left-hand  side)  air,  silver,  antimony,  and  aqua  regia. 
The  recesses  on  each  side  of  the  bas-relief  contain  apparatus 
emblematical  of  chemistry. 

180/32.  Zero. — (1)  The  herb  you  send  used  for  Flavouring 
French  Beans  is  the  lesser  calamint  (Calamintha  Nepeta). 
(2)  Syrup  of  Horehound  : — 

Dried  horehound     ...       ...       ...  Jij. 

Boiling  water  §xxxij. 

Infuse  for  one  hour,  strain,  and  in  the  liquid  dissolve — 

Sugar  3  lbs. 

(3;  Horehcund  Compound : — 

Liq.  morphinte    "§ss. 

Vin.  ipecac.   ...       ...       ...       ...  5j. 

Spt.  anisi    5ij. 

Spt.  chlorof   ...  5ss. 

Syr.  marrubii  ad    3XX- 

5j.  ter  in  die. 

193/70.  //.  3,-  S:— The  herb  you  send  is  Parsley  Piert 
(Alchemilla  arvensis).  It  is  also  called  breakstone  parsley, 
on  account  of  the  diuretic  properties  it  possesses.  The  name 
"parsley  piert"  is  thought  to  be  a  corruption  of  "perce 
pierre,"  the  French  equivalent  of  breakstone.  The  herb  was 
formerly  used  as  a  diuretic,  paiticularly  in  dropsy.  It  was 
given  either  as  a  powder  of  the  dried  herb  in  1-dr.  doses,  or 
in  the  form  of  a  decoction.  Ytur  suggestion  to  make  a 
liquid  extract  is  good. 

166/55.  G.  K,  M. — Liquid  for  Destroying  Earthworms. 
-—This  is  a  strong  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate  made  with 
hydrochloric  acid,  and  coloured. 

184/63.  Embro.—  Liquid.  Boiling  at  104°  F. — The  only 
two  we  know  of  are  methylene  chloride  and  ethyl  bromide. 
Will  either  of  these  be  suitable  f^r  use  with  your  incubator  ? 

179/32  Mercuric,  179/61  Developer. — Your  queries  as  to 
the  chemical  action  of  development  and  intensification  in 
photography  are  test  answered  by  referring  you  to  Sir  Wm. 
Abney's  "  Instruction  in  Photography,"  3s.  6d.  (Sampson 
Low). 

183/71.  Wxblx. — Judging  from  what  you  say  of  your  teeth 
■we  think  their  "  pristine  whiteness  "  has  gone  for  ever. 

194,47.  Waiting  — By  varying  the  proportions  of  hard 
and  soft  paraffin  you  can  give  any  desired  consistency  to  a 
mixture.  S ach  a  preparation  is  used  extensively  for  coating 
iron  to  prevent  oxidation. 


194/13.  Old  Reader. — For  the  Unpleasant  Sensation  in 
the  Ears,  felt  only  on  retiring  at  bedtime,  try  the  following : — 

.Sither.  rneth  5ss. 

01.  amygd.  dulc.    5iss. 

Tr.  opii  5ss. 

Fel  bovin.        £  5ss. 

M. 

Drop  5  to  10  drops  into  the  ear  and  pack  with  cotton-wool. 

193/68.    Campbell. — (1)  Dextmn  Mucilage  : — 

Dextrin    lb.  iij. 

Borax  ...       ...    5vj. 

Glucose        ...       .'.   3  v. 

Water   Oij.  §ij. 

Dissolve  the  borax  in  the  water  by  heat,  then  'add  the  dextrin 
and  glucose,  and  heat  till  dissolved.    Strain  through  flannel 

(2)  Liquid.  Glue  :— 

Glue    ...       ...        ...        ...       ...  "fjiij. 

Gelatin         ...       ...       ...       ...  Jiij. 

Acetic  acid  5'v. 

Water  ...       ...       ...       ...     " ... 

Alum    ...  5ssi 

Heat  together  for  six  hours,  skirn,  and  add  — 
Bectified  spirit    Bj. 

Mix. 

200/15.  Alpha.1—  You  can  get  French  glue  from  any  of 
the  firms  who  advertise  glue  in  the  C.  4'  D. 

199,52.  Herbs. — Red  and  white  tartar  for  use  in  wines 
are  red  and  white  argols.  You  may  as  well  use  cream  of 
tartar. 

185/17.  Wholesale.  —  Camphor-ice.— -There  are  three 
recipes  for  this  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  Here  is 
one  : — 

Spermaceti  §iv. 

White  wax   5 viij 

Almond  oil   3xvj. 

Melt  and  add— 

Flowers  of  camphor   "§iv. 

Dissolve  and  add — 

Oil  of  bitter  almonds    5ss, 

Expressed  oil  of  mace    5'j- 

Stir  well,  and  when  about  to  set  pour  into  suitable  moalds 
standing  in  a  dish  of  cold  water,  so  as  to  cool  quickly. 

197/45.  A .  P.  G. — Treatment  of  Worm-eaten  Furniture 
to  be  of  any  use  must  be  thorough.  A  little  of  a  spirituous  solu- 
tion of  mercuric  chloride  should  be  introduced  into  each  hole 
either  by  soaking  the  wood  in  the  solution  or  by  means  of 
a  CH  pencil.  The  holes  are  subsequently  stopped  with 
beeswax  tinted  to  match,  and  the  wood  repolished.  We 
ought  to  add  that  furniture-dealers  are  never  satisfied  unless 
they  cut  out  the  diseased  part  and  replace  with  new  wood, 
which,  seems  to  indicate  that  they  have  but  a  poor  opinion 
of  any  treatment. 

157/49.    Sir  Beaford.  —The  Indigestion  and  Kidne 
Mixture  which  does  your  sea-captain  customer  so  much 
good  is  a  solution  of  Epsom  salt,  a  dose  of  2_tablespoonfuls 
representing  about  3  dr.  of  the  salt    The  pill  taken  the 
night  before  the  mixture  is  a  2.J  gr.  blue  pill. 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will 
be  esteemed. 


213/43,    Makers  of  black-currant  paste. 
216/15.    Makers  of  "Reliant"  brand  of  capsules. 

212/33.  Who  are  the  makers  of  Whitmore's  brown-leather 
polish  ? 

214/7.  Who  are  makers  of  retort- stands,  Bunsen  burners, 
and  similar  apparatus  ? 

213/41.  Makers  of  wooden  barrels  (|  lb.,  &c.)  for  violet- 
powder  and  bakiDg-powder. 
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ftrafce  TReport. 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS  ---The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  October  18. 

*  BETTER  tone  has  prevailed  on  the  drug-markets  since 
^  our  last  report,  -although  the  bulk  of  the  business  in 
crude  drugs  was  done,  as  usual,  immediately  after  the 
auctions  last  week,  the  two'  staples — ipecac,  and  benzoin — 
changing  hands  in  fair  quantities,  chiefly  for  export.  In 
shellac  a  fair  speculative  business  has  been  done  at  dearer 
rates,  owing  to  small  shipments  from  Calcutta.  Opium  has 
again  been  in  good  demand  at  firmer  prices,  and  quinine 
revived  again  early  in  the  week,  advancing  \d.  in  the  second- 
hand market  on  receipt  of  news  of  small  bark  shipments 
from  Java  for  the  first  half  of  October,  but  the  improvements 
was  not  maintained.  In  essential  oils,  American  HGH. 
peppermint  has  advanced  quife  6d.  per  lb.,  and  a  further  rise 
is  announced  in 'sweet-almond  oil;  oil  of  sfear  anise  is  a 
shade  easier.  Indigo  was  lower  in  auction.  The  following 
table  gives  the  detailed  changes  of  the  week  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Oil,  almond 
Oil,  peppermint 

(H.G.H.) 
Oil,  rape 
Shellac 

Ammonia 

sulphate 
Oil,  linseed 
Opium 

Chillies 

Oil,  anise,  star 

Pepper,  white 

Ginger 

(Cochin) 
Indigo 
Valerian 
Wax,  Japan' 
(ci.f.) 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  etc.,  have  arrived  at  the  principal  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom  from  October  11  to  17,  both  inclusive  : —  Aloes 
(from  Havre)  30  cases,  (Cape)  30;  anise  (Russ.),  108;  annatto- 
seed,  5;  arsenic  (Austral)  7,  (Ghent)  25;  balsam  copaiba  (from 
Para),  19  ;  benzoin,  30;  bismuth,  60;  borax  (Ital.),  58  ;  boric  acid 
(Ital.),  12  ;  bromine,  72  ;  caraway-seed,-280  ;  cardamoms  79,  (from 
Bombay)  10,  seed ;  cascarilla  (from  Guayaquil!,  35;  castor  oil 
(E.I.),  200;  castor-seed,  S96 ;  chamomiles,  20;  chaumioogra  oil, 
5;  cinchona  (Ceylon)  18,  (E.I.)  82;  cinnamon  bark  (Kobe)  185, 
(Ceylon)  87  ;  cochineal,  88  ;  cocoa-butter,  28 ;  cocaine  (crude),  7 ; 
coriander-seed,  5  ;  drugs  (from  New  York)  94,  (Hamburg)  15  bales, 
(Colon)  63  ;  essential  oils  (from  New  York),  29;  eucalyptus  oil 
(Aust. ',  73;  glycerin,  116  ;  guinea-grains,  65  ;  gum  arabic  (Alex.) 
39,  (from, Bombay)  250  bags  75  cases,  iSuez)  52,  (W.CA.)  1,025 
cases  94  boxes;  herbs  I  Marseilles',  42  ;  kola  (W.C.A.),  9  ;  lemon 
grass  oil  (Cochin),  175 ;  lime-juice  (Jam.)  30  pns.,  (St.  Kitt's) 
5  bals. ;  lime-oil  (W.I.),  36  ;  opium  101,  (from  Calcuttai  44  intr. ; 
otto  of  rose,  3  cases;  potash  chlorate  (Swed.),  40;  quillaia,  88; 
"  roots"  and  barks  (N.Y.)  44,  (Kobe)  20,  (Marseilles)  3,  (Antwerp) 
10,  (Hamburg)  221;  sandalwood,  144;  senna  (from  Colombo)  336, 
(from  Suezi  68;.  shellac  1,054,  (button)  329 ;  soy(Chin.),  322;  tur- 
meric (Calcutta',  222;  wax,  bees'  (Calcutta)  10,  (via  Hamburg)  175 
bags,  (Jam  )  13,  (Pernam.)  27,  (unenumerated)  37,  (W.CA.)  7; 
wax,  Japanese,  50. 

Duty  on  "Cyanide  of  Potassium." 

Considerable  friction  has  occurred  between  American  importers 
and  the  Board  of  General  Appraisers  over  the  question  of  the  duty 
upon  commercial  cyanide  of  potassium. 

The  ordinary  commercial  cyanide,  used  principally  for  mining- 
purposes,  is  a  mixture  of  sodium  and  potassium  cyanides,  and  the 
importers  claimed  that  it  was  dutiable  under  Par.  66,  Tariff  Act 
of  1897,  as  "cyanide  of  potassium"  at  12h  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
while  the  appraisers  assessed  it  at  25  per  cent,  under  Paragraph  3 
as  a  chemical  compound  not  specially  provided  for  under  the 
Act.  This  decision  was  protested,  and  the  protest  has  been  sus- 
tained, and  in  future  the  substance  will  be  assessed  at  12A  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  as  "cyanide  of  potassium." 


Cartagena  Ipecac. 

Although  the  recent  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
allows  this  drug  to  be  admitted  into  the  United  States,  it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  the  requirements  as  to  its  allraloidal  value 
still  hold  good.  The  order  allows  it  to  be  admitted  "if  of  satis- 
factory quality,"  and  this  requirement  has  not  yet  been  defined. 
Some  New  York  dealers  state  that  it  leaves  the  question  in  the 
same  position  as  heretofore,  and  advise  intending  importers  to  go 
slow  until  the  Customs  officials  at  New  York  settle  upon  some 
definite  criterion  of  quality. 

The  Proposed  Nitrate-combination. 

It  is  announced  that  a  Liverpool  firm  who  are  largely  interested 
in  the  nitrate-trade,  have  received  a  cablegram  this  week  from 
Iquique  to  the  effect  that  the  nitrate-combination  is  as  good  as 
settled.  The  negotiations,  it  appears,  between  the  European  and 
the  Wesjt  Coast  producers  had  been  proceeding  in  a  leisurely 
fashion  for  some  time  past,  and  the  question  has  been  discussed 
over  and  over  again  at  the  annual  meetings  of  nitrate  companies, 
the  shareholders  of  which  have  every  reason  to  be  sick  of  the  word 
"  combination."  The  above  cablegram  would  appear  to  be  con- 
firmed by  a  report  we  have  received  from  Valparaiso,  in  which  it 
is  stated  that  one  of  the  leading  lights  of  the  movement  lias 
returned  to  Iquique,  after  having  arranged  to  his  satisfaction  with 
all  the  producers  residing  in  Valparaiso  and  Santiago  about  the 
quotas.  The  Chilian  production  up  to  the  end  of  July  has  been 
about  1,000,000  quintals  more  than  that  of  last  year,  while  the 
export  during  the  same  period  has  been  over  1,000,000  quintals 
less,  but  the  sales  of  season's  nitrate  in  Europe  have  been  very 
considerable,  as  there  appears  to  be  very  little  nitrate  disposable 
in  Chili  for  this  year's  delivery. 

Liverpool  Drug  Market. 

Liverpool,  October  17. 

Castor  Oil. — The  Musician  has  arrived,  but  her  contribution 
is  only  about  200  cases,  so  the  spot  price  has  not  been  materially 
affected  for  good  second  Calcutta,  the  value  of  which  remains  at 
3-fj<2.  per  lb.  from  quay  or  store.  First-pressure  French  and 
first-pressure  English  are  quoted  at  3j<?.  to  3j|(7. 

Gum  Acacia. — More  movement  is  indicated  in  this  market,  and 
some  transactions  of  importance  have  been  effected,  but  so  far 
prices  have  not  transpired.  Values  of  Soudan  sorts  range  from 
55s.  to  85s.  per  cwt. 

Beeswax.  — Chilian  is  still  firmly  held  at  figures  varying  from 
11.  5s.  to  11.  lis.  6d.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality.  Some  low- 
grade  Cuban  I  about  12  cwt.)  found  a  buyer  at  61.  Is.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Carnauba  Wax. — The  only  transaction  reported  for  the  week  is 
15  bags  yellow  at  77s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — Sales  are  recorded  of  55  barrels  Pile  2  Chilian  at 
22s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  and  Pile  3,  22s.  per  cwt.  Some  Pile  X.  realised 
30s.  per  cwt.  About  60  packages  set  fair  Jamaica  sold  at  28s. 
per  cwt. 

Irish  Moss. — About  5  tons  new  common  sold  at  51.  10s.  to  61. 
per  ton. 

Canary-seed  is  decidedly  easier,  sales  of  good  bright  Turkish 
having  been  effected  at  32s.  per  qr. 

Ginger,  African. — Twenty-six  bales  of  fair  quality  have 
changed  hands  at  28s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Condurango-bark. — Twenty-six  bales — a  recent  import — have 
been  sold  at  Is.  per  lb. 

American  Drug  Market. 

Nero  York,  October  9. 

Business  is  active,  but  transactions  are  almost  wholly  of  a 
jobbing  character.  The  general  volume  shows  an  improvement, 
and  the  market  has  a  steady  tone. 

Aloes,  CuraCoa,  is  firmer.  Recent  arrivals  have  been  bought 
u\>  at  3ic.  per  lb.,  and  dealers  now  ask  3§c.  to  4c.  Cape  are  quiet 
at  6jC.  to  7c. 

Beeswax  is  in  better  supply,  and  the  market  has  an  easier 
tone.  Supplies  of  ordinary  yellow  are  obtainable  at  28c.  in 
quantity,  and  small  lots  are  offering  at  29c.  to  32c. 

Buchu-leaves  are  firm,  with  25c.  per  lb.  asked  for  prime  green. 
Yellow  leaves  are  offered  at  20c.  to  22c. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  firmer  owing  to  limited  offers  of  new  crop. 
Dealers  quote  4|c.  to  6c.  per  lb.,  the  latter  for  old  bark. 

Cannabis  Indica  is  quoted  higher  at  30c. 

Coca-leaves.— No  new  supplies  are  arriving  from  South 
America,  and  the  market  is  bare  of  Huanuco  leaves.  Ordinary 
Truxillo  are  very  firm  at  28c.  to  30c.  per  lb. 

Cocaine  continues  in  light  supply,  and  manufacturers  offer 
sparingly  at  the  recent  advance  to  S6.25  in  bulk.  The  tendency 
is  still  upward. 

Ergot  has  sold  freely  at  prices  ranging  from  42c.  to  45c,  and 
prices  have  been  advanced  to  48c. 

Asafetida  is  firmer,  the  finer  grades  being  in  light  supply. 
Holders  quote  at  an  advance  of  2c.    Sales  of  prime  quality  have 
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been  mile  at  25c.,  aud  t'.ie  general  quotation  is  20e.  to  21c. 
according  to  quality. 

Gum  Tragacanth  is  tending  upwards  on  account  of  scarcity. 
Foe  first  quality  Aleppo  60c.  to  70c.  is  asked,  and  75c.  to  85c.  for 
prime  Turkey.    Ordinary  Turkey  is  quoted  40c.  to  55c. 

Golden-seal  is  easier  and  offering  freely,  but  demand  is  small. 
55c.  is  quoted,  but  less  will  probably  buy. 

Oil  or  Peppermint  is  firmer  and  tending  upwards.  The  inside 
figure  for  Western  is  90c,  and  up  to  §1.10  is  quoted  for  tlie  finer 
grades. 

Oil  of  Sassafras  is  very  strong,  and  42c.  is  the  lowest  quo- 
tation. 

Quinine  continues  firm  at  37c.  to  38c,  but  manufacturers  are 
offering  more  freely. 

Sassafras-bask  is  firmer  owing  to  scarcity,  and  dealers  ask  8c. 
to  9c. 

Senega-root  has  sold  from  36c  to  39c,  and  40c.  per  lb.  is  now 
an  inside  quotation.    Offerings  are  very  small. 

Serpentary  is  in  improved  demand,  and  holders  quote  at  an 
advance  to  35c. 

Menthol  has  advanced  to  $3.10,  and  still  tending  upwards. 
Some  holders  ask  $3.20. 

German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  October  16. 

Our  drug-market  is  quiet,  and  shows  very  little  business  just 
now. 

Antimony  is  dull  of  sale,  and  lower  at  36m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor  (refined)  is  also  dull,  with  second-hand  sellers  at 
445m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cevadilla-seed  is  tending  lower  ;  to-day's  quotation  is  76m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Cumin-seed  shows  a  better  tone,  aud  64m.  per  100  kilos,  is 
asked  to-day  for  new  Maltese. 

Ergot  of  Rye  is  still  very  scarce  and  firm ;  sjiot  is  quoted 
465m.  per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodium  shows  a  very  firm  market,  spot  delivery  being  held 
for  430m.,  and  forward  at  420m.,  per  100  kilos. 

Menthol  shows  little  business  just  now  at  24m.  per  kilo. 

Stab-anise  is  lower  at  170m.  per  100  kilos. 

Japanese  Wax  is  dull  and  lower  at  61m.  to  62m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Carnauba  Wax  is  also  lower,  at  from  115m.  to  145m.  per 
100  kilos.,  according  to  quality. 

Peppermint  Oil  is  firmer;  HGH  is  quoted  to-day  at  5.B0m. 
per  lb.  ;  and  Japanese  is  quiet  at  8^m.  per  kilo. 

Japanese  Market. 

{From  a  Special  Correspondent.) 

Yokohama,  September  14 

[The  Exchange-rates  in  Yokohama  at  the  date  of  writing 
were : — 1  yen,  London,  on  demand,  2s.  Oj^d. ;  Paris,  on  demand, 
2.55f. ;  Germany,  on  demand,  2.07m. ;  private,  4m,'s.  2.61m.  ;  and 
United  States,  on  demand,  49|c.  One  yen  =  100  sen;  1  koku 
=  331  lbs.  av.  The  weight-equivalents  used  in  this  report  are  : — 
1  catty  =  lj  lb. ;  1  picul  =  133j  lbs.] 

Oar  drug-market  is  quiet  now  that  the  Government  purchases 
are  over;  but  orders  from  the  interior  are  coming  forward,  and  fair 
quantities  of  drugs  and  chemicals  are  going  into  consumption.  There 
is  also  a  prospect  of  better  times  ahead,  as  the  rice-harvest  this  year 
is  estimated  at  more  than  22,000,000  koku  (value  250,000,000  yenj, 
or  15  per  cent,  more  than  an  average  crop,  owing  to  very  favour- 
able weather.  The  first  half  of  September  is  said  to  be  a  "  very 
perilous  time  "  for  Japanese  farmers,  and  this  period  has  fortu- 
nately passed  away  without  doing  any  damage  to  the  harvest. 
The  result  of  the  rice-crop  affects  interior  business  very  consider- 
ably every  year. 

In  both  import  and  export  articles  there  have  been  a  good 
many  fluctuations  since  my  last  report,  mostly  in  favour  of  sellers. 
In  export  staples,  peppermint  oil  has  advanced  further,  and  the 
present  quotation  is  2.15  yen  to  2.20  yen  per  catty.  Menthol  has 
also  again  advanced  considerably,  the  present  quotation  being 
6  yen  per  catty  for  export  crystals.  The  advance  is  owing  to 
recent  purchases  by  exporters,  which  no  doubt  strengthened 
holders  in  producing  districts.  Market  is  very  firmly  held,  but  on 
account  of  the  too  high  price  there  are  no  important  transactions, 
and  above  figure  is  nominal.  Ginger  also  advanced,  probably 
owing  to  the  reduced  stocks  here  and  in  interior,  which  is  esti- 
mated at  8C0  piculs  only.  Holders  are  generally  very  firm,  and 
buyers  are  anxious  to  make  purchases,  increasing  their  bids  by 
20  sen  to  30  sen  per  picul  since  last  report.  Holders,  however, 
quote  1,300  yen  per  picul,  while  buyers  bid  12.70  yen  to  12.80  yen. 
Aniseed  is  nominally  quoted  at  12  yen  per  picul.  Sulphur  is 
maintained  at  advanced  rates,  there  being  a  brisk  demand,  and 
every  arrival  is  cleared  off  at  from  42  yen  to  39  yen  per  ton,  accord- 
ing to  quality.  Iodine  is  unchanged ;  2,000  lbs.  of  crude  were 
exported  to  Europe  during  the  first  week  of  this  month,  and  that 


J  consignment,  it  is  considered,  may  be  the  last  for  a  while  ;  in  the 
j  meantime  small  exportations  of  potassium  iodide  are  being  made 
to  various  places. 

In  import  articles  quinine  is  quiet,  and  holders  quote  85  sen  for 
sulphate,  and  1.10  yen  per  oz.  for  muriate  in  100-oz.  tins,  but  a 
shade  below  those  figures  will  probably  buy.  Bismuth  subnitrate 
is  firmly  held  at  unchanged  rates,  but  occasionally  there  have 
been  cheap  sales  by  weak  holders.  Now,  however,  such  cheap 
cargoes  have  gone  into  hands  of  strong  holders,  2,000  lbs.  having 
been  sold  at  2.70  yen  per  lb.  in  bulk.  Present  quotations  are 
2.85  yen  for  subnitrate,  2.80  yen  for  gallate,  and  3.20  yen  for 
salicylate  per  lb.  in  bulk.  A  considerable  advance  was  cabled  in 
cocaine  from  Europe  on  September  8,  and  now  holders  ask  10  yen 
per  oz.  in  100-oz.  lots,  but  before  the  advance  some  1,000  oz. 
changed  hands  at  9.30  yen  to  9.50  yen  per  oz  ,  spot.  Santonin  is 
still  scarce ;  a  hand-to-mouth  business  is  reported  at  7  yen  to 
7.20  yen  per  lb.  Thymol  is  scarce,  and  stock  is  estimated  at 
300  to  400  lbs.  only ;  market  is  very  firm,  being  strengthened  by 
high  advice  from  Europe,  and  holders  now  want  6.85  yen  to  7.50 
yen  per  lb.  A  consignment  is  expected  of  503  lbs.  or  so.  Glycerin  is 
unchanged.  Senega  is  expected  to  be  cheaper,  and  there  are  sellers 
at  90  sen  or  cheaper  for  forward  delivery,  spot  being  held  at 
1.05  yen  per  lb.  Sugar  of  milk  is  still  very  dull  owing  to  heavy 
stocks,  there  being  sellers  at  even  25  yen  per  cwt.,  which  is  20  per 
cent,  cheaper  than  the  primary  market.  Carbolic  acid  is  un- 
changed, with  sales  of  200  drums  at  47  sen  to  47i  sen  per  lb.  It 
is  not  expected  to  advance  this  year,  as  there  are  no  epidemics 
prevalent. 

In  heavy  chemicals,  chlorate  of  potash  has  further  recovered, 
and  is  now  14.50  yen  per  cwt.,  but  a  shade  below  that  figure  will 
buy.  Caustic  soda  is  unchanged.  Soda  bicarbonate  is  perhaps  a 
trifle  cheaper  than  it  was.  Potash  bichromate  is  lifeless  at  16  sen 
per  lb. 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  October  18,  1.15  p.m.  : — Hotchkiss  oil  of 
peppermint  is  rising,  5.30m.  per  lb.  having  been  paid. 
Carnauba  wax  is  dull.    For  lycopodium  440m.  per  100  kilos. 

spot  has  been  paid. 

*  *  *  * 

New  York,  October  18,  3.47  p.m.  :  Opium  is  slow  of  sale 
at  $3  15  per  lb.  American  oil  of  peppermint  is  advancing, 
and  is  now  quoted  from  95c.  to  $1.05  per  lb.  Ergot  is 
strong  at  50c,  and  senega-root  is  firmly  held  for  40c. 
Mexican  sarsaparilla  is  easy  at  8c.  Hydrastis  canadensis  is 
neglected  ;  53c.  will  now  buy,  while  jalap  is  steady  at  12§c. 
per  lb.    Cubebs  are  easier  at  12c.  per  lb. 


London  Markets. 

Ac et  anilide  remains  in  the  same  distressed  condition,  as 
Japan,  the  principal  consumer,  is  not  in  the  market  at 
present ;  8^d.  to  9d.  per  lb.  are  probably  the  bottom  quota- 
tions, but  an  offer  at  the  outside  figure  did  not  secure  tl  e 
order. 

Acid,  Chrysophanic,  is  nominally  8s.,  but  it  is  possible 
to  shade  this  figure  by  3d.  at  least. 

Acids,  Citric  and  Tartaric,  are  quieter  than  usual  this 
week,  and  unchanged. 

Aconite. — Twenty  bales  of  Japanese  have  arrived.  They 
will  probably  be  offered  in  auction  next  week,  as  bids  have 
been  refused  privately;  32s.  is  wanted.  Continental  root  is 
quoted  47s.  Qd  to  48s.  per  cwt.,  spot. 

Ammonia  Sulphate  firmer  at  111.  per  ton  for  Beckton ; 
October-December  delivery,  111.  ;  January-March,  11/.  5s.  ; 
London,  10Z.  17s.  6d.  ;  Hull,  10/.  15s.  ;  and  Leith,  101.  15s.  per 
ton. 

Antimony. — Japanese  crude  is  quoted  20/.  15s.  to  21/.  per 
ton ;  reguius  at  37/.  ;  and  ore  at  8/.  to  8/.  5s. 

Arrowroot.— Slow  of  sale.  At  the  spice-auctions  a  few 
barrels  of  common  St.  Vincent  sold  without  reserve  at  l^d. 
to  Hd.  per  lb.  ;  fair  to  good  beiDg  bought  in  at  2>\d.  to  3\d. 
per  lb.    Bermuda  also  was  taken  out,  there  being  no  buyeii. 

Asafetida. — Since  the  auctions  a  few  more  lots  'if 
Persian  gum  have  sold,  up  to  45s.  per  cwt.  for  mediurr 
qualify. 

Benzoin  has  been  selling  freely  since  the  auctions,  from 
11.  to  9/.  10s.  being  the  range  of  prices  paid  for  Sumatra 
gum,  the  latter  for  fine.  Thirty  cases  of  Palembang  have 
arrived  this  week. 
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Camphor — Japanese  crude  is  unchanged  at  185*.  pe 
cwt.,  c.i.f. ;  a  small  sale,  however,  is  reported  at  182.-;.  Qd.  in 
second-ha.nds  (probably  50  to  100  piculs)  for  export  to 
France. 

Advices  from  Hong-Kong  dated  September  14  report  that 
150  cases  of  old  Formosa  are  now  left  and  held  at  $94 ;  for 
Kwongsi  (Chinese)  camphor  §90  is  asked,  and  for  the  monopoly 
price  is  unchanged. 

Chamomiles. — There  are  offers  of  second-hand  lots  of 
Belgian  flowers  at  82s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  for  fairly  good ; 
first-hands  ask  considerably  more. 

Cinchona. — To  the  Amsterdam  auctions  of  November  1, 
575  bales  and  67  cases  (52,748  kilos.)  of  cinchona  have  been 
added,  so  that  the  total  amount  is  now  6,328  bales  and 
270  cases,  weighing  553,857  kilos,  divided  as  follows: 
Ledgeriana,  372,522  kilos. ;  hybrid,  98,440-  kilos. ;  succirubra, 
81,611  kilos. ;  and  officinalis,  1,280  kilos.  The  shipments 
from  Java  for  the  first  half  of  October  were  334,000 
Amsterdam  lbs.  against  657,000  Amsterdam  lbs.  last  year. 
It  is  pointed  out  to  us  that  at  the  last  London  bark- 
sale  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  bought-in  parcels  was 
afterwards  sold,  leaving  only  about  one-eighth  of  the 
offerings  on  hand,  and  when  the  purchases  have  been 
shipped  there  will  be  a  decrease  of  about  2,000  bales  in  the 
London  stock.  The  arrivals  of  bark  in  London  have  been 
very  small  of  late,  and  those  who  take  a  favourable  view  of  the 
position  of  quinine  argue  that  the  exceptionally  low  stock  of 
bark  more  than  counterbalances  the  large  stock  of  quinine 
in  the  warehouse. 

Cocaine  keeps  very  firm,  the  movement  being  confined  to 
deliveries  off  contract. 

Codeine. — Very  firm  at  from  12s.  lid.  to  13s.  Qd.  per  oz  , 
according  to  quantity.  United  States  makers  have  reduced 
their  prices  10 a.  per  oz.,  which  came  as  a  surprise  to  the 
trade,  as  an  advance  was  expected  in  view  of  the  opening  of 
the  active  consuming  season. 

Colocynth. — The  Trieste  market  is  reported  bare  of  stock, 
and  several  orders  lately  have  remained  unfilled.  There  is 
no  definite  news  regarding  the  new  crop. 

Dragon's-blood. — Fine  re-boiled  lump  has  been  slightly 
reduced  in  price,  the  brokers  offering  at  from  14/.  10s.  to  15Z. 
per  cwt  A  few  cases  of  good  reed  in  second-hands  have 
been  sold  at  9/.  12s.  Qd. 

Ergot  is  quieter  this  week,  and  prices  are  unchanged  at 
from  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  4rZ.  per  lb.  for  Russian  on  the  spot,  while 
some  ask  2s.  Qd. 

Galls. — The  London  spot  market  for  Persian  is  uq- 
changed,  bat  for  November-December  shipment  a  fair 
quantity  has  been  sold  at  from  60s.  to  65s.,  c.i.f.  Japanese 
galls  are  quoted  68s.  Qd.  delivered  weights,  and  plum-shaped 
Chinese  at  71s.,  and  ordinary  69s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  On  the 
Hamburg  market  the  high  figure  of  67s.  Qd.,  c.i.f.  shipping 
weights,  has  been  paid.  It  is  reported  from  Trieste  that  the 
Persian  crop,  as  well  as  the  Aleppo,  is  showing  an  excellent 
result,  and  prices  are  lower:  62s.  per  cwt.  is  quoted  for 
prime  goods,  two-thirds  blues,  and  one-third  greens,  packed 
separately,  for  prompt  shipment  from  Levant,  and  53s.  Qd. 
for  ditto  of  good  current  quality.  It  is  not  expected  that 
prices  will  further  decline,  and  even  if  the  crop  is  a  good 
one  the  largest  part  of  it  is  expected  to  pass  into  consump- 
tion quickly. 

Gamboge. — Slow  of  sale,  and  no  business  is  reported  since 
the  auctions. 

Gentian  — Dull  of  sale.  Probably  16s.  per  cwt.  would 
buy  spot  stuff  in  quantity. 

Glycerin'  is  a  firm  market  in  view  of  the  coming  winter 
consumption.  Good  British  brands  (sp.  gr.  1.260)  are  obtain- 
able at  from  62s.  to  65s.  per  cwt.  in  tins  and  cases,  according 
to  quantity  and  make.  German  ditto  is  quoted  from  64s. 
upwards. 

Gum  Arabic. — la  auction  the  tone  was  duller  than  usual, 
and  few  bids  were  made  for  the  light  supply.  Of  231  packages 
Ghezireb,  12  sold  at  30s.  to  31s. ;  and  of  89  packages  Aus- 
tralian, 10  told  at  22s.  for  ordinary  glassy. 

Indigo. — The  periodical  sales  went  off  flatly,  about 
1  080  chests  being  sold  out  of  the  3,656  offered.  Bentral  and 
Oudes  declined  from  3d.  to  4r/.  per  lb.,  and  Kurpahs2rZ.  to  4;/. 


Ipecacuanha. — Since  the  auctions  a  good  business  has 
been  done  both  in  Rio  and  Cartagena  root,  chiefly  the  latter. 
About  half  of  the  49-bale  lot  of  Cartagena  offered  last  week 
has  been  sold,  mostly  at  7s.  9d.  per  lb.,  for  account  of  the 
United  States  ;  another  holder  asks  8s.  Some  20  bales  of 
Rio  have  also  changed  hands  at  from  lis.  Qd.  to  12s  ,  the 
outside  figure  being  paid  for  a  bale  of  fine  native  selected. 
The  Bon  has  brought  30  packages  of  Cartagena,  and  other 
vessels  about  18  packages. 

Juniper-berries. — For  new  crop  7s.  9d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 
gross  for  net,  is  quoted  for  5  and  10  ton  lots  ;  old  crop  is 
quoted  7s.    Crop  in  Italy  is  poor  this  year. 

Lemon-juice. — The  Messina  market  for  concentrated  is 
reported  strong  at  17/  5s.,  f.o.b.,  per  pipe  of  108  gallons,  at 
which  fig-ura  200  pipes  have  been  sold  to  the  United  States. 

L/Iquorice-root. — Small  sales  of  ordinary  rough  Persian 
have  been  made  to  arrive.  On  the  sp  >t  7s  to  8s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 
is  quoted.    Thin  clean  in  cat  lengths  is  slow  of  sale  at  14  s. 

Lycopodium. — There  is  practically  nothing  to  be  had  on 
the  spot ;  2s.  Qd.  pa  lb. is  the  nominal  quotation. 

Menthol. — Rather  quiet.  On  the  spot  lis.  Qd.  is  now 
asked,  and  lis.  3d.  has  been  paid  for  small  lots. 

Morphine  has  a  firmer  tendency,  although  makers  would 
be  willing  to  book  orders  at  4s.  10^.  per  oz.  for  hydrochloride 
in  powder.  In  second-hands  there  are  sellers  at  4s.  9d. 
to  4s.  10^. 

Musk. —Fine  thin-skin  blue  pod  has  been  exceedingly 
scarce  for  some  months,  and  the  stock  is  concentrated  in 
the  hands  of  one  or  two  holders.  The  value  is  about  70s. 
per  oz.  for  Pile  I.,  and  35s.  to  40s.  for  Pile  III.  The  practice 
of  putting  musk  on  show  at  the  Crutched  Friars  warehouse 
has  been  abolished  recently,  partly  owing  to  the  retirement 
of  the  foreman  in  charge  of  that  department. 

Oil,  Almond  — Owing  to  the  continued  advance  in 
almonds,  English  distillers  have  raised  their  quotations  of 
sweet-almond  oil  by  2d.  per  lb.,  and  now  quote  2s.  Id.  per  lb., 
and  2s.  3d.  for  pallid. 

Oil,  Anise,  Star  was  easier  early  in  the  week,  with  spot 
sellers  at  5s.  10^d.  per  lb.,  but  to-day  6s.  is  wanted.  To 
arrive  5s.  Id.,  c.i.f.,  is  said  to  have  been  paid. 

Oil,  Castor. — Hull  make  is  firm  both  for  spot  and  for- 
ward. Medicinal  is  quoted  37/.  per  ton.  in  barrels,  and  Qi^d. 
per  lb.  in  cases  ;  firsts,  34/.  10s.  and  4rf.  ;  seconds,  33/.  10s. 
and  3id.  per  lb.  respectively,  ex  wharf  London.  First- 
pressing  Belgian  also  firm  at  35s.  spot. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
October   13  that  the  market  is   unaltered  with   a  firm 
tendency.    The  former  price  of  75s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  must 
be  paid  for  best  Lofoten  non-congealing  oil.    The  exports 
,    from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to  7,451  barrels,  against  11,061 
■    barrels  at  the  same  date  of  last  year.    Slightly  more  inquiry 
is  reported  on  the  London  market  this  week,  small  sales 
having  been  made  of  the  current  season's  oil  at  80s.  to  81s., 
c  i  f .    The  parcel  of  101  cases  Japanese  oil  offered  in  the 
;    auction  of  September  29  have  been  disposed  of  at  a  private 
price. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — American  HGH  is  about  Qd.  per  lb. 
dearer  this  week,  owing  to  an  advance  in  the  United  States. 
.  Importers  now  quote  5s.  9d.  to  6s.,  spot,  a  small  quantity 
only  beiDg  offered  at  the  inside  figure ;  5s.  Qd.  had  been  paid 
up  to  Wednesday.  So-called  Wayne  County  is  quoted  4s.  to 
1  4s.  6^.  per  lb.  Japanese  dementholised  has  been  sold  at 
3s.  9d.,  spot. 

Oils,  Fixed— Brown  rape  is  Qd.  per  cwt.  dearer,  now 
"    31s.  Qd.,  spot  ;  refined  is  33s.    Lagos  palm  is  28s.  Qd.,  and 

•  linseed  is  steady,  33s.  9d.  to  34s.  in  barrels,  landed.  Tur- 

•  pentine  closes  steady,  at  30s.  3d.  to  30s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for 
American. 

1        Oils  Sicilian. — In  several  quarters  a  fair  business  has 
5     been  done  in  lemon,  from  3s.  lOd.  to  3s.  lid.,  c.i.f.,  having 
been  paid  for  guaranteed  pure  oil  of  new  crop  in  1,000-lb. 
lots.    In  some  instances  agents  ask  from  4s.  3d.  to  4s.  4o~. 
t     Ber^amot  is  quoted  8s.  9d.  to  9s.    Sweet-oraotre,  pure,  5s.  8^ . 
I    t )  5s.  lOd.  down  to  5s.  2d.    Bitter  orange,  6s.  9d.  to  7s.  per  11  . 
Sicilian  neroli  oil  is  quoted  152s.  per  lb.  for  '-peerless,"  90 ■< 
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from  petals,  68s.  for  Bigarade,  and  49s.  for  Portugal.  Gra.cse  ; 
oil  of  neroli  is  worth  6s.  Qd.  per  oz.  ! 

Opium. — Considerably  more  business  has  been  done  this 
week  in  practically  all  descriptions  at  full  rates.  The  first 
arrivals  of  the  new  Persian  crop  have  come  to  hand  this 
week  in  small  lots,  and  were  readily  sold  at,  it  is  said,  from 
13s.  9d.  to  14s.  p<^  lb.  Soft-sbipping  is  about  Qd.  dearer, 
fine  having  sold  up  to  13s.  Good  to  fine  Smyrna  druggists'  is 
quoted  9s.  9d.  to  10s.,  and  seconds  ditto  at  9s.  per  lb. 

Potash  Salts. — British  cyanide,  98  per  cent.,  is  quoted 
Is.  Qd  for  contracts  and  Is.  8d.  for  small  wholesale  quantities 
for  the  home  trade,  while  for  export  Is.  O^d.  per  lb  ,  f.o.b.,  is 
asked  in  ton  lots,  port  of  destination  to  be  approved  of  by 
the  manufacturers.  Permanganate  is  weak,  owing  to  com- 
petition by  makers ;  from  45s.  to  46s.  is  asked  for  small 
crystals,  and  3s.  to  5s.  more  for  large  ditto.  English  yellow 
prussiate  is  quoted  8d.,  Beckton,  6fd  Chlorate,  spot,  Q^d. 
per  lb.  net,  powder  or  crystals  ;  Liverpool,  4|/Z.  to  4J<£,  f.o.b., 
for  5-ton  lots  of  crystals  ;  carbonate,  90  to  92  per  cent., 
221.  5s  ,  96  to  98  per  cent.,  24Z.  per  ton,  ex  ship  ;  caustic,  88 
to  90  per  cent.,  271.,  74  to  76  per  cent.,  251.  ;  nitrate,  British 
refined,  21s.  barrels,  22s.  kegs  ;  German,  barrels,  19s.  6d., 
kegs,  20s.  Qd. ;  Montreal  potashes  31s.,  pearl  35s.,  per  cwt. ; 
bromide,  Is.  10^. 

Quinine. — With  the  exception  of  Tuesday,  the  second- 
band  market  has  been  quiet  this  week.  On  that  day  the 
news  of  small  bark-shipments  from  Java  for  the  first  half  of 
October  gave  speculators  confidence,  and  the  market 
advanced  \d.,  a  considerable  business  being  reported  (esti- 
mated at  100,000  oz.)  including  spot,  at  Is.  5§d.  to  Is.  5§d 
December  delivery  at  Is.  5%d.  to  Is.  Qd.,  and  March,  Is.  Q^d. 
The  improvement,  however,  was  not  sustained,  as  on  Wed- 
nesday prices  were  barely  steady,  spot  selling  in  a  small 
way  at  Is.  5§d. ;  December,  Is.  5\d. ;  and  March,  Is.  Q\d. 
To-day  the  market  is  again  flat  with  a  downward  tendency 
at  yesterday's  figures. 

Santonin. — There  is  a  rumour  of  an  impending  advance, 
but  we  can  obtain  no  confirmation  of  it. 

Sarsaparilla. — The  arrivals  this  week  are  16  bales  grey 
Jamaica,  5  of  Lima-Jamaica,  and  24  of  Guayaquil,  the  latter 
being  a  scarce  article,  the  value  of  which  is  from  Is.  to 
Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Shellac. — Quite  a  revival  has  taken  place  this  week 
owing  to  the  small  shipments  from  Calcutta  for  the  first  half 
of  October,  and  a  large  business  has  been  done  at  dearer 
rates,  the  transactions  including  some  500  to  600  cases 
second  orange  TN  at  59s.  to  60s.  spot,  and  for  arrival 
November-January  shipment  fair  quantities  have  been  sold 
at  59s.  to  60s.  c.i.f  ,  January,  61s.  Qd.  to  62s.,  and  February, 
63s.  per  cwt.    To-day  spot  sold  at  60s.  to  61s. 

Soda-salts.— Caustic,  70  per  cent.,  10Z.  15s.  to  111.  per 
ton  ;  60  per  cent.,  91.  15s.  ;  Liverpool,  76  per  cent.,  111. ;  70 
per  cent.,  101.  5s.;  and  60  per  cent.,  91.  5s.  Soda  crystals: 
barrels,  65s.,  bags,  62s.  Qd.,  ex-ship  or  Crescent-Clyde  wharf, 
Tyne,  62s.  Qd.,  and  Liverpool,  67s.  Qd.  f.o.b.  Nitrate: 
ordinary,  8s.  4|fZ.  ;  refined,  8s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  spot.  Bichromate, 
2\d.  per  lb.,  spot.  Bicarbonate,  11.  6s.  per  ton,  landed  ;  kegs, 
Ql.  17s.,  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  Prussiate,  5d.  Chlorate.  4|d. 
per  lb.  Hyposulphite,  81.  15s.  per  ton,  spot,  in  kegs ;  casks, 
81.,  f.o.b.  Tyne. 

Spices  have  continued  very  quiet.  At  auction  Cochin 
Ginger  was  lower  for  rough  descriptions ;  good  washed 
rough  partly  sold  at  31s.  per  cwt.,  and  dull  brown  Calicut  at 
29s.  with  one  lot  at  30s. ;  cuttings  sold  at  27s.  Qd.  to  28s. 
per  cwt.  Extra  bold  cut  sold  at  90s.,  and  bold  at  76s.  to  77s. 
per  cwt.  Japan  is  scarce,  and  27s.  Qd.  has  been  paid. 
Bengal  sells  privately  at  28s.  per  cwt.  Zanzibar  Cloves 
steady  at  3|§<Z.  to  3%d.  per  lb.  for  delivery.  Fair  red  Japan 
Chillies,  rather  mixed  faded,  sold  at  42s.  per  cwt.  Capsicums 
sold  at  40s.  per  cwt.  for  long  red  pods  off  stalk.  Pimento 
depressed,  fine  clean  sold  at  2\f.d.  to  3d.,  fair  being  bought 
in  at  2\d.  per  lb.  Mace  sold  at' Is.  3\d.  per  lb.  for  small  red  ; 
middling  red  and  fair  pale  being  bought  in  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  8d. 
per  lb.  Pepper  very  quiet,  Singapore  black  is  quoted  6TV?. 
per  lb.  on  the  spot ;  business  has  been  clone  to  arrive  at  Q^d. 
for  January-March  steamer.  Penang  white  was  bought  in 
at  8|^.  per  lb.,  and  there  are  sellers  at  that  price  for  ship- 
ment in  January-March.    Singapore  white  was  bought  in 


at  lid.  per  lb.  for  good  washed  ;  business  has  been  done  at 
9^1.  to  9\d.  per  lb.  for  fair  to  arrive. 

Strophanthus. — For  good  green  Kombe  5s.  per  lb.  is 
wanted,  and  for  pile  II  4s.  3d.  was  paid  recently. 

Sulphur. — It  is  reported  from  Messina  that,  although 
shipments  have  been  active,  and  the  situation  improved 
statistically,  the  influence  of  free  offerings  from  the  Anglo- 
Sicilian  Sulphur  Company  have  receded  prices.  It  is 
thought  that  the  companj's  object  is  to  depress  values 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  negotiations  of  the  proposed  nine 
years'  contract,  which,  so  far,  is  said  not  to  meet  with  the 
mine-owners'  approval.  The  present  state  of  things  is  not 
considered  to  be  of  long  duration,  whether  the  new  contract 
is  signed  or  not ;  there  appears  to  be  little  doubt  that  the 
company  will  avail  themselves  of  the  prerogative  clause  for 
another  term  of  five  years  under  the  existing  agreement.  In 
either  case  a  rally  is  likely  to  follow  ;  the  advance  will  then 
be  even  sharper  than  the  decline  has  been,  especially  if 
supported  by  brisk  demand  from  abroad.  Kefined  block 
sulphur  is  quoted  77s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Messina;  best  unmixed 
seconds,  75s.  ;  and  best  thirds,  66s.  Qd. 

Tamarinds. — At  the  spice  auctions  13  barrels  Barbados 
offered  and  sold  at  15s.  to  15s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  fair. 

Tragacanth. — An  auction  was  held  on  Friday,  October  12, 
at  which  2,365  packages  were  offered,  but  owing  to  the  poor 
selection  offered  (the  bulk  consisting  of  lower  grades)  a 
mere  fraction  sold.  Previous  to  the  auction  a  fair  business 
had  been  done  in  the  better  qualities  at  full  values.  In 
auction  good  pale  thirds  sold  at  111.  per  cwt. ;  good  fourths, 
11.  10s.  to  91.  ;  brownish  ditto,  82s.  Qd.,  and  dark  low  at  40s. 
Of  270  packages  hog  gum  offered,  a  few  lots  sold  at  51s.  Qd. 
to  58s.  for  yellow,  40s.  to  45s.  for  ordinary,  and  28s.  to  35s. 
for  inferior  dark.  Privately,  Bagdad  seconds  and  thirds 
are  scarce  and  wanted  ;  some  parcels  of  Persian  just  arrived 
have  sold  readily.  Firsts  are  quoted  14/.  10s.  to  15Z.,  and 
seconds  at  12Z.  10s.  to  14Z.  per  cwt. 

VALERIAN. — Importers  quote  from  31s.  to  32s.  per  cwt.  c.i  f 
for  continental  root  of  new  crop,  due  end  of  October,  which 
is  decidedly  lower  than  the  prices  lately  ruling. 

Vanilla. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  416  tins  were 
offered,  of  which  about  half  sold,  at  practically  unchanged 
rates.  The  bulk  consisted  of  Seychelles,  which  sold  as  fol- 
lows: — Fair  to  good  chocolate,  1\  to  8h  inches,  24s.  to  25s. 
per  lb. ;  6  to  71  inches,  23s.  to  24s.  Qd.  ;  6  to  7  inches, 
22s.  Qd.  to  24s.  Qd. ;  5%  to  6  inches,  20s.  Qd.  to  23s.  ;  and  3 
to  5J  inches,  15s.  to  20s.  Bourbon  (36  tins  offered,  35  sold), 
Q\  to  7i  inches,  23s.  to  25s.  ;  5\  to  6^  inches,  21s  to  23s.  Qd. 
Mauritius  (81  tins  offered,  73  sold)^  to  8  inches,  22s.  Qd. 
to  23s.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Small  sales  of  good  pale  squares  are 
reported,  at  33s  Qd.  per  cwt.,  spot,  and  to  arrive  32s.  to 
32s.  Qd.,  c.i.f.,  is  asked,  which  is  about  Qd.  lower. 


Comma  Events. 

Saturday,  October  20. 

The  Brewers'  Exhibition  opens  at  the  Royal  Agricultural  Hall, 
Islington,  N.,  and  remains  open  till  October  26. 

Tuesday,  October  23. 

Boyal  Photographic  Society,  New  Gallery,  Regent  Street,  W., 
at  8  p.m.    Demonstration  of  Ozotype  by  Mr.  T.  Manly. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Union.  The  third  annual  meeting  will  be 
held  at  the  Horseshoe  Hotel,  Tottenham  Court  Road,  London, 
W.,  at  9  p.m.,  followed  by  a  discussion  on  "  Hours  and  Pay." 

Thursday,  October  25. 

The  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  W., 
at  9  p.m.    Musical  and  social  evening. 

The  lecture-season  of  the  Imperial  Institute  commences  on 
October  29.  A  series  of  lectm-es  relating  to  the  Australasian 
colonies  are  to  be  held  on  the  Monday  evenings  before 
Christmas. 

The  fifth  annual  smoking-coucert  of  the  Bnrgovne-Burbidgps' 
Cricket  Club  will  be  held  at  the  Holborn  Town  Hall  on  Friday, 
November  2. 


